Government of Bulgaria
United Nations Development Programme

Global Environment Facility

Medium Size project document

Integrating Global Environmental Issues into Bulgaia’'s Regional

Development Process

PROJECT DOCUMENT

Brief Description

The project strategy is to promote a proactivegragon of global environmental issues into the
very process of regional and local developmentvel$ as spatial planning, both of which are
managed by Ministry of Regional Development andlieWyorks. This would be achieved by
developing the capacity of MRDPW and MOEW to intggrglobal environmental objectives
into the regional and local development policied gractices, as well as into spatial planning
documents.







SIGNATURE PAGE

Country: Bulgaria

Country Programme Outcome: Enhanced sustainable management of natural resourc
Project Implementing Partner: Ministry of Regional Development and Public Works
Project Title: Integrating Global Environmental

Issues into Bulgaria’'s Regional Total Budget: $ 1,528,000

Development Process
Allocated Resources:

GEF PIMS #: 3333
Government in-kind: $1,029,000
Atlas Award ID: Proposalooo44167
Proposal Project ID: 00051783 GEF USD 499,000
Project Duration:  June2006 — June 2010
Management Arrangement:
National Execution
Name Title Signature Date

Agreed by the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs

Agreed by the Ministry
of Regional Development
and Public Works

Agreed by the Ministry
of Environment and Waters

Agreed by the United Nations
Development Programme:







TABLE OF CONTENTS

A C R OIN Y M S e e oo e e e et e e et e e et ee e e e e e———— e et e e eee e e e aen—aaanaaaaes 7
SECTION I: BRIEF NARRATIVE . ... et e et e e e e e eeee e emmamn e e e aeneeees 9
PART | SITUATION AN ALY SIS ettt ittt eie et eette et e et s et eesse s smamm— s esseeaseesesnseenseearenseeaneenseensmmmnn 9
PART || PROJIE CT STRATEGY ..eeniitten ittt et e eeee e e et eea s een s ammmm——sea s s e s ea s eenseeasanseenreesensenn smammns 9
PART [l MANAGEMENT ARRANGEMENTS. it itutttteeteteee et setaeentsensee s smmm—sresesseeneseareeseeneeenns 9
PART IV MONITORING AND EVALUATION . e ieit ettt et e e et e et et e e e ae s mmmms e s ee e aenseeaneenseensaennes 10
V.1 Monitoring and REPOITING ....ceeiiiuuiiiieeemeitiee et mmemmee s s ee e ennees 11
NV V7= 1 (U E= 1110 ] o F TP TR RPN 14
AV I N8 Lo [ O F= 1 U [ <R 14
IV.4 Learning and Knowledge Sharing......... oo 14
PART V L EGAL CONTEXT . et eentetae ittt e e et e ee e e s ee s ans e s ommmt e s e e e s eaeenee e e s e eenseeee s e s v e s 15
SECTION Il. TOTAL BUDGET AND WORKPLAN (THE GEF COMP ONENT ONLY)
............................................................................................................................................... 16
PROJECT TIME-TABLE ... e ettt e et e e s ammmme e e e e e e e e e enas 18
SECTION Ill. ENDORSEMENT AND CO-FINANCING LETTERS.. ., 22
SECTION IV. UNDP CORPORATE ANNUAL WORK PLAN ... .ccon e 23
APPENDIX A PROJECT PROPOSAL APPROVED BY THE GEF ... 28
PART | - PROJECT CON CEPT .ottt e et e e e e e e e s e e e e e e ennneeen 30
F AN Y 1Y 7Y = 3 2T 30
B - COUNTRY OWNERSHIP ... ceuuteteeu et tes st see e eeaseeases s mm—msee s es s eensee s sanseensensennsenesnssommm——een 30
CoUNLIY EGIDIITY ...ttt rmmeeme e e e e e e 30
COUNLIY DIIVEN-NESS ...eeiiiiieeiee ettt eeeeee et e e e st e e e s s bt e e e e e s e sbsee e s ammnmmse e e e e e sabeeeeessanaeeeens 31
C —PROGRAM AND POLICY CONFORMITY .. tet ittt teeteaae e seaaaeaseeaeesassanseessmmmmmnss e seeassnnseeseneseansenns 32
Program Designation and COoNfOrmMItY ..........cceeeeiiiiiiiniiiieee e eereeee e 32
PrOJECE DESIGN ..ttt ettt ee et e et e e e e s mmmme s e e e e e e e e e e ee e e nre e s 32
Background and CONTEXT ..........uuiiiiiiiitaameee ettt et e et emmmma e e e eneae e e e enes 32
e o =To B (=1 (=10 YR UUPUPP PP 41
Project Goal, Objective, Outcomes, Outputs anduliES.................ccoecvviieeieeeeeeesscemmens 42
SUSTAINADIITY ... et rmmmeme e s e e eanae e e e e eann e e s 47
REPHCADIILY ... e ettt b e e e e e b e e e nnn e e e s 47
StaKeNOIAEr INVOIVEMENT . .. e et eemme et e e e e e e e e eeenn 48
Monitoring and EVAlUALION.............uiiii i e 48
D - FINANCING .ottt e e e et e e et e e e e e e e rmmmt e e e e e een e e e ea e e enneeaenns 48
FINANCING PLAN (US DOLLARS) .. ..uutiiiieiitiieeee sttt e aeasttieeae s simmaensseeaessanbeeaesansneeeeeeannnneeesannnes 8.4
INCREMENTAL REASONING AND COST EFFECTIVENESS .. cineeuteeeeneeeeeeneeeaeeeeeneeees s smmmmmeaneenss 48
COFINANCING ..t ettt ettt ettt e ettt e ee s emmmmt e et e e e e e e ee e ee e ee e e e e e enseense e ammmmne s e e eneeensenneenns 49
E - INSTITUTIONAL COORDINATION AND SUPPORT ..ot et 49
CORE COMMITMENTS AND LINKAGE S ... ettt te et et et eee e e ettt e e e e s mmams e e e e e en s e e eeeeeneeeneenns 49



CONSULTATION, COORDINATION AND COLLABORATION BETWEEN AND AMONG IMPLEMENTING

AGENCIES EXECUTING AGENCIES AND THE GEFSECRETARIAT, IF APPROPRIATE ..cc.vvuvevnieennen. 50
PART Il - SUPPLEMENTAL ANNEXES (FOR TARGETED RESEAR CH PROPOSALS
L 1N | PSR P 51
PART Il —m RESPONSE TO REVIEWS ...ttt e et vmmmmnn e e 51
A - CONVENTION SECRE TARIAT ettt ettt ettt ee e et e eeea e eente s e s m—mme s eeeense e sen s senseensensennrennaens 15
B - OTHER A S AND RELEVANT EX A S . .. eeiet ittt ettt et e ettt et e e e eee e et ar e e eeaneenreeeennaes 51
ANNEX 1: LIST OF RELEVANT LEGISLATION, PROGRAMMING DOCUMENTS
SR I R AN I =1 s TR 52
ANNEX 2: LIST OF INDICATORS USED FOR MONITORING REGIONAL
[ A4 = IO T =1V, = | [T 53
ANNEX 3: SUMMARY OF RELEVANT BASELINE INITIATIVES........... oo, 62

ANNEX 4:  MAJOR OBJECTIVES AND PRIORITIES OF THE NATIONAL
DEVELOPMENT PLAN AND THE SECTORAL DEVELOPMENT STRAT EGIES FOR
THE PERIOD UNTIL 2013... ... smmme e smmmmma e 64

ANNEX 5:  LOGICAL FRAMEWORK MATRIX ...t e 68

ANNEX 6: DRAFT CURRICULUM FOR THE TRAINING PROGRAMME TO BE
DEVELOPED UNDER THE PROJECT ... e 72

ANNEX 7: CONCEPTUAL APPROACH TO INTEGRATION OF GLOBAL
ENVIRONMENTAL CONVENTIONS (GEC) INTO REGIONAL DEVEL OPMENT
PLANNING IN BULGARIA ...t smmmmn e 83

ANNEX 8: BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE GREENING REGIONAL
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMMES PROJECT (GRDP) OF THE EU, AND DRAFT MOU

BETWEEN UNDP AND GRDP .....oiiiiiiiiie ettt ammmene e sanne e 93
ANNEX 9: STAKEHOLDERS DATABASE DEVELOPED DURING PDF-A................ 96
ANNEX 10: LETTERS OF ENDORSEMENT AND COFINANCING COMMITMENT
120

1. LETTER FROMGEFOPERATIONAL FOCAL POINT (MOEW)......ooiiiiiiiiieeiiiiie e 120

2. LETTERS FROMMRDPW ... ..ottt 122
APPENDIX B KEY TERMS OF REFERENCE. ..ot 125

PROJECTMANAGER (PIM) ...ttt et ettt et et e e e e s emmmne e 126

PROJECTADMINISTRATOR (PA) ..ttt snae e snnae e e 129



ACRONYMS

APR/PIR Annual Project Review / Project Implenation Review
AWP Annual Work Plan

CO Country Office

CPD Country Programme Document

DDS District Development Strategies

EU European Union

ExAs Executing Agencies

GE Global Environment

GRDP Greening Regional Development Programmes
HQ Head Quarters

IAs Implementing Agencies

ISPA Instrument for Structural Policies for Pre-Assion
M&E Monitoring and Evaluation

MDPs Municipal Development Plans

MEER Ministry of Energy and Energy Resources
MOEW Ministry of Environment and Water

MOF Ministry of Forestry

MRDPW Ministry for Regional Development and PulWorks
NGO Non-Government Organization

NPD National Project Director

NOPRD National Operational Program for Regional &epment
NSFRD National Strategy for Regional Development
OPs Operational Programs

PA Project Administrative Assistant

PAB Project Advisory Board

PDF-B Project Development Facility Block B

PM Project Manager

PMU Project Management Unit

PSC Project Steering Committee

PTA Principal Technical Advisor of UNDP/GEF

RCU Regional Coordination Unit

RDA Regional Development Act

RDPs Regional Development Plans

SBAA Standard Basic Assistance Agreement

SEAs Strategic Environmental Assessments

SLM Sustainable Land Management

SMEs Small and Medium Enterprises

TDA Territorial Development Act

ToR Terms of Reference

ToT Training of Trainers

UNCBD United Nations Convention on Biological Diggy
UNCCD United Nations Convention to Combat Deseudifion
UNDP United Nations Development Programme

UNEP United Nations Environment Programme
UNFCCC United Nations Framework Convention on Ctenahange






SECTION I: BRIEF NARRATIVE

PART | SITUATION ANALYSIS

Please, see PART |, Chapter C, Section ii Projestidh, forBackground and Contexand description of
the baseline situation of the project propo&®2IPENDIX A

PART Il PROJECT STRATEGY
Reference is made to the project propo8BRENDIX A

Please, see PART |, Chapter C, Section ii Projexdidh subsections dProject Strategy, Project Goal,
Objectives, Outcomes, Outputs, and Activitiaad Project Sustainability and Replicabilitpf the
Medium-Size project.

PART Ill. MANAGEMENT ARRANGEMENTS

The Project will be nationally executed. The Minjsbf Regional Development and Public Works
(MRDPW) will act as Project Implementing Partnehelimplementing Partner will receive managerial
and technical support from UNDP.

The project will be managed and implemented acogrtth the UNDP rules and procedures for national
execution. The MRDPW will oversee the implementatid the project and will be responsible for the
attainment of the planned project OBJECTIVES/OUT(E®Mas per the Project Logical Framework,

depicted in the Project Propoge? PENDIX A.

The MRDPW will appoint one of its officials to aas aNational Project Director (NPD). The NPD
will oversee the project on behalf of the Projenplementation Partner, and will represent it foilyda
decision-making related to project implementatibhe NPD may be a Deputy Minister or an official
directly reporting to the Minister/Deputy Ministef Regional Development and Public Works.

A Project Management Unit (PMU) preferably at the MRDPW or premises afféidt with the
MRDPW, headed by Broject Manager (PM), will be responsible for project operatioApart from the
PM, the PMU will comprise &roject Administrator (PA). The PA will dedicate 50% of his/her time to
all project financial and reporting matters. The PMill have the responsibility of overall day-toyda
implementation plus primary responsibility for cdorating and delivering of project outputs. The PM
will ensure that project activities are in accorckamvith the agreed Project Document and projeckwor
plans. The PM will act in consultation and agreetweth the NPD and will report to UNDP.

Under the guidance of the PM and in coordinatioth agreement with the NPD, the PMU will carry out
all project activities:

- preparation/updates of project overall and annaakwlans (AWP);

- project record-keeping;

- reporting;

- monitoring of projects funds and expenditures adiogyto the approved AWP;

- drafting of terms of reference, technical spectfamas and other documents as necessary;
identification, pre-screening of consultants/subtactors; coordination and supervision of
consultants/sub-contractors/suppliers;

- procurement of goods and services up to USD 15,000;

In Corporate UNDP ATLAS terminology.



- organization of duty travel, seminars, public oatte activities and other project events;
- working contacts with project partners at the cdrdand local levels;

The PMU will be situated preferably at the MRDPW mmemises affiliated with the MRDPW as
commonly agreed between MRDPW and UNDP. The expefuseutilities, telephones, Internet and e-
mails will be provided to the project by MRDPW astpof its in-kind contribution.

A Steering Committee (S@ill be the project’s decision-making body. It Wificlude representatives
from the MRDPW, Ministry of Environment and Watand UNDP. The SC will meet once every 6
months to assess project’s progress towards ach@veof the planned project outputs and to revied a
provide guidance for further implementation. Thee8ing Committee will be chaired by the NPD. The
PM will act as a Secretary to the SC. TWenitoring and Evaluation sectidmelow provides more detalil
on the functioning of the Steering Committee.

An Advisory Boardwill meet once every year, serving a platformviade-spread information outreach
to other ministries, relevant research institutjo& Os, municipalities, private sector.

The UNDP Resident Representative is authorizedter énto contractual arrangements with physical
and legal entities throughout the project life,inggall relevant accounts of the project budgeting in
prior consultation with the NPD The UNDP standavdteact forms for procurement of goods and
services will be used.

The management of the project’s funds, includinddat revisions, disbursements, record keeping,
accounting, reporting, auditing, will observe thdDP rules and procedures in force. Disbursemerits wi
be effected at the request of the PMU signed by\fRB through UNDP as direct payments.

The UNDP Country Office will provide to the Implenmteng Partner the following types of support
services for the execution and implementation effifoject, whenever necessary:
- approves terms of reference and specifications efpunipment and goods as necessary, in
agreement with UNDP rules and procedures;
- procurement of goods and services above USD 15i06dding identification, selection,
contracting of and liaison with consultants and-sabtractors;
- financial management and accountability;
- assistance in liaising with national partners;
- assistance for public advocacy purposes;
- project supervision for accountability, transpasermdfectiveness and efficiency;
- project monitoring and evaluation.

In order to accord proper acknowledgement to GEpfoviding funding, all project’'s documents should
include a paragraph to explicitly require that aFA&go appear on all relevant GEF project publmai
including among others, project hardware and vehigurchased with GEF funds. Any citation on
publications regarding projects funded by GEF sth@lbo accord proper acknowledgment to GEF. The
UNDP logoshould be more prominent -- and separated adiit theGEF logo

PART IV MONITORING AND EVALUATION

Project monitoring and evaluation will be conduckeéccordance with the established UNDP and GEF
procedures and will be provided by the project tefRDPW and the UNDP Country Office (UNDP-
CO) with support from UNDP/GEF. The Logical Framekdlatrix in of the GEF project proposal,
Annex A, providesperformanceand impact indicators for project implementation along witheir
correspondingneans of verificationThese will form the basis on which the projedfienitoring and
Evaluation system will be built.
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The following sections outline the principle compats of the Monitoring and Evaluation Plan. The
project's Monitoring and Evaluation Plan will beegented and finalized at the Project's InceptigmoRe

in parallel to collective (by implementing partnerpject management team and UNDP) fine-tuning of
indicators, means of verification, and the fullidéfon of project staff M&E responsibilities.

IV.1 Monitoring and Reporting

IV.1.1 Project Inception Phase

Once the Project Management Unit is fully operatlpa Project Inception Workshaill be conducted
with the full project team, relevant government m@uparts, co-financing partners, the UNDP-CO and
representation from the UNDP-GEF Regional CoordtigatUnit, as well as UNDP-GEF (HQs) where
necessary.

A fundamental objective of the Inception Workshoitl e to assist the project team to understand and
take ownership of the project’'s goals and objestias well as finalize preparation of the projefit&
annual work plan on the basis of the project'sringe matrix. This will include reviewing the logfina
(indicators, means of verification, assumptionsparting additional detail as needed, and on tlséshm

this exercise finalizing the Annual Work Plan (AWcluding its measurable indicators and means of
verification.

Additionally, the purpose and objective of the Iptien Workshop (IW) will be to: (i) introduce praje
staff and MRDPW with the UNDP-GEExpanded teanwhich will support the project during its
implementation, namely the CO and responsible Regi€oordinating Unit (RCU) staff; (ii) detail the
roles, support services and complementary respititisib of UNDP-CO and RCU staff vis & vis the
project team; (iii) provide a detailed overview WNDP-GEF reporting and monitoring and evaluation
(M&E) requirements, with particular emphasis on tamonized UNDP/GEF Annual Project Report /
Annual Project Implementation Reviews (APRs) andhteel documentation, steering committee
meetings, as well as mid-term and final evaluations

The IW will also provide an opportunity for all pies to understand their roles, functions, and
responsibilities within the project's decision-muakistructures, including reporting and communigatio
lines, and conflict resolution mechanisms. Poténtilementing partners will also take part in the
Inception Workshop in which a common vision of aleproject goals will be established.

IV.1.2 Monitoring responsibilities and events

A detailed schedule of project review meetings afious kinds will be developed by the project
management, in consultation with project implemimtapartners and stakeholder representatives and
incorporated in the Project Inception Report. Sackchedule will include: (i) tentative time framfes
Steering Committee and Advisory Board Meetings pfibject related Monitoring and Evaluation acl@st

Day to day monitorin@f implementation progressill be the responsibility of the Project Manageasbd

on the project's Annual Work Plan and its indicatdrhe Project Manager will inform the NPD and
UNDP-CO of any delays or difficulties faced durimgplementation so that the appropriate support or
corrective measures can be adopted in a timelyemeddial fashion.

The Project Manager will finalize fine-tuning ofettperformance/impact indicators of the project as
agreed by the Inception Workshop patrticipants. &asr@nd indicators for subsequent years would be
fine-tuned annually or quarterly if justified, aarpof the internal evaluation and planning proesss
undertaken by the project team, in close consahatiand guidance from NPD and UNDP Country
Office.
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Periodic monitoringof implementation progressill be undertaken by the UNDP-CO through quarterly
or ad-hoc meetings with Project Manager and NPDis Will allow parties to take stock and to

troubleshoot any problems pertaining to the prajec timely fashion to ensure smooth implementatio

of project activities. UNDP Country Offices and UREGEF RCUs as appropriate, will conduct regular
field visits to project sites to assess first hangject progress.

Bi-annual and annual monitoringill occur through theSteering Committee meetings. As mentioned in
the Management Arrangements sectiabove, this is the highest policy-level meetingtloé parties
directly involved in the implementation of a prdjethe project will be subject to Steering Comnaitte
reviews every 6 months. For annual meetings, ttigeBr Management Unit will prepare an Annual
Project Report (APR) and submit it to UNDP-CO, MoEMRDPW, and the UNDP-GEF regional office
at least two weeks prior to the meeting for revaaw comments.

The APR will be used as one of the basic documfmtsliscussions in the steering committee annual
meetings. The Project Manager will present the ABRhe meeting participants, highlighting policy
issues and recommendations for the decision ofpémicipants. Separate reviews of each project
component may also be conducted if necessary.

Terminal Steering Committee Review

The terminal steering committee review is held he tast month of project operations. The Project
Manager is responsible for preparing the Terminapdt and submitting it to NPD, UNDP-CO and
GEF's Regional Coordinating Unit. It shall be pmeglkin draft at least two months in advance ofshie
meeting in order to allow for review, and will senas the basis for discussions in the meeting. The
terminal review considers the implementation of gneject as a whole, paying particular attention to
whether the project has achieved its stated obgsxtand contributed to the broader environmental
objective. It decides whether any actions are stltessary, particularly in relation to sustairigbibf
project results, and acts as a vehicle through twhissons learnt can be captured to feed into other
projects under implementation of formulation.

IV.1.3 Project Monitoring Reporting

The Project Manager in consultations with the NRid & NDP-GEF team will be responsible for the
preparation and submission of the following reptirég form part of the monitoring process.

@ I nception Report (IR)

A Project Inception Report will be prepared immeelia following the Inception Workshop. It will
include a detailed First Year Annual Work Plan ded in quarterly time-frames detailing the actesti
and progress indicators that will guide implemdntatiuring the first year of the project. This Wdtlan
would include the dates of support missions frommttNDP/GEF or relevant international consultanss, a
well as time-frames for meetings of the projecésision making structures. The Report will alsdude
the detailed project budget for the first full yedrimplementation, prepared on the basis of thauah
Work Plan, including any monitoring and evaluatioequirements to effectively measure project
performance during the targeted 12 months time-tam

The Inception Report will include a more detailegirative on the institutional roles, responsitesti
coordinating actions and feedback mechanisms gégiroelated partners. In addition, a section wél
included on progress to date on project establishm@ed start-up activities and an update of anygbd
external conditions that may effect project impletagon.
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When finalized the report will be circulated to ject counterparts who will be given a period of 0.5
calendar month in which to respond with commentgueries. Prior to this circulation of the Inceptio
Report, the UNDP Country Office and the NDP wiliiev the document.

(b) Harmonized UNDP Annual Project Report (APR) and GEF Project | mplementation Report
(IPR)

The harmonized APR/IPR (hereinafter APR) is a commdNDP/GEF tool for annual project
monitoring. It is an essential management and raong tool for project managers and offers the main
vehicle for extracting lessons from ongoing praje@nce the project has been under implementation f
a year, an APR must be completed by the PMU. Thie slfould be prepared prior to the annual Steering
Committee meetings. The APR should then be disduas¢he Steering Committee, so that the result
would be an APR that has been agreed upon by thé, RMRDPW, MoEW, and UNDP CO.

The individual APRs are collected, reviewed andyaeal by UNDP/GEF Regional Coordinator prior to
sending them to the focal area clusters at the USBF headquarters. The focal area clusters supporte
by the UNDP/GEF Monitoring and Evaluation Unit ayzal the APRs by focal area, theme and region for
common issues/results and lessons.

The GEF Monitoring and Evaluation Unit provides #tepe and content of the harmonized APR/PIR.
(© Quarterly Progress Reports

Short reportoutlining main updates in project progress will gmevided quarterly to the local UNDP
Country Office and the UNDP-GEF regional office llye project team. Format is provided by
UNDP/GEF Regional Coordinator.

(d) Periodic Thematic Reports

As and when called for by UNDP, UNDP-GEF or the lenpenting Partner, the project team will prepare
Specific Thematic Reports, focusing on specifitiéssor areas of activity. The request for a Theamat
Report will be provided to the project team in tenit form by UNDP and will clearly state the issue o
activities that need to be reported on. These tepman be used as a form of lessons learnt exercise
specific oversight in key areas, or as troubleshgogéxercises to evaluate and overcome obstacks an
difficulties encountered. UNDP is requested to mime its requests for Thematic Reports, and when
such are necessary will allow reasonable timefraimetheir preparation by the project team.

(e Project Terminal Report

During the last three months of the project thgdRtdVlanagement Unit will prepare the Project Terahi
Report. This comprehensive report will summarizeetivities, achievements and outputs of the Rtpje
lessons learnt, objectives met, or not achievedcisires and systems implemented, etc. and withbe
definitive statement of the Project’s activitiegidg its lifetime. It will also lay out recommentitans for
any further steps that may need to be taken torersustainability and replicability of the Project’
activities.

® Project Publications

Project publications will form a key method of daiizing and disseminating the results and
achievements of the Project. These publications Ib@agcientific or informational texts on the adtas
and achievements of the Project, in the form ofrjabiarticles, multimedia publications, etc. Theject
Management Unit will (in consultation with UNDP, IDR-GEF Regional Coordinator, the NPD and
other relevant stakeholder groups) plan and prottuege Publications in a consistent and recogrézabl
format. Project resources are allocated for thikiinbudget.
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IV.2 Evaluation

The project will be subjected to at least two eatitns as follows:

IV.2.1 Mid-term Internal Evaluation

An internal Mid-Term Evaluation will be undertakem the mid-point of project implementation. The
Mid-Term Evaluation will determine progress beingda towards the achievement of outcomes and wiill
identify course correction if needed. It will focas the effectiveness, efficiency and timelinesprofect
implementation; will highlight issues requiring d&ons and actions; and will present initial lesson
learned about project design, implementation andhagement. Findings of this review will be
incorporated as recommendations for enhanced ingrleation during the final half of the project’srter
The organization, terms of reference and timingtled mid-term evaluation will be decided after
consultation between the parties to the projecunmnt. The Terms of Reference for this Mid-term
evaluation will be prepared by the UNDP CO in cdtagion with the NPD, and based on guidance from
the Regional Coordinating Unit and UNDP-GEF. The MRV will participate in the selection process of
the evaluation team, will be consulted during eaibn process and will receive the evaluation repor

IV.2.2 Independent Final Evaluations

An independent Final Evaluation will take placetts end of project implementation, focusing on the
same issues as the mid-term evaluation, but widtiabemphasis on identification of the degree of
strengthened capacities of MRDPW to integrate dle@b&ironmental concerns into development. The
final evaluation will also look at impact and suisédility of results, including the contribution to
capacity development and the potential for achiemrdnof global environmental goals. The Final
Evaluation should also provide recommendationsfddow-up activities. The Terms of Reference for
this evaluation will be prepared by the UNDP CQGcamsultation with the NPD, and based on guidance
from the Regional Coordinating Unit and UNDP-GEReTMRDPW will participate in the selection
process of the evaluation team, will be consuliaihg) evaluation process and will receive the eatidun
report.

V.3 Audit Clause

The Government agences to which funds had beemeésdor project implementation, shall provide the
Resident Representative with certified periodi@ficial statements. Annual Audit will be conductgd b
the legally recognized auditor subcontracted by BNIbuntry Office.

IV.4 Learning and Knowledge Sharing

Results from the project will be disseminated withind beyond the project intervention zone throaigh
number of existing information sharing networks &mdims. In addition:

¢ The project will participate, as relevant and appiate, in UNDP/GEF sponsored networks that share
common characteristics.

¢ The project will identify and participate, as redew and appropriate, in scientific, policy-based/an
any other networks, which may be of benefit to @cbjmplementation through lessons learned.

The project will identify, analyze, and share lesstearned that might be beneficial in the desigd a
implementation of similar future projects. Identdnd analyzing lessons learned is an on-going pspce
and the need to communicate such lessons as dhe pfoject's central contributions is a requirehten

be delivered not less frequently than once everynib8ths. UNDP/GEF shall provide a format and assist
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the project team in categorizing, documenting amebrting on lessons learned. To this end, a paagent
of project resources has been allocated in thegrbudget for these activities.

PART V LEGAL CONTEXT

The Standard Basic Assistance Agreement, whichpeearequisite for UNDP programme support, was
signed between the Bulgarian Government and UNDP2@nAugust 1992. This project shall be
implemented in accordance with the provisions & 8tandard Basic Assistance Agreement and its
Additional Protocol as ratified by the Bulgariantidaal Assembly. This project document shall be the
instrument referred to as such in Article 1 of &greement. The host country executing agency stuall,
the purpose of the Agreement, refer to the govemma-operating agency described in it.

The following types of revisions of this Project @mnent may be effected with the signature of the
UNDP Resident Representative only, provided thé&heehas been assured that the other signatories of
the Project Document have no objections to the geep changes:

e revisions in, or additions to, any of the annexahe Project Document;

¢ revisions which do not involve significant changethe goals, outputs or activities of the projéctt
are caused by the re-arrangement of inputs alregidyed to, or by cost increases due to inflation;

e mandatory annual revisions which rephase the dgligeagreed upon project inputs into subsequent
years, or reflect increased expert or other cosis @ inflation, or take into account agency
expenditure flexibility.
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SECTION Il. TOTAL BUDGET AND WORKPLAN (THE GEF COMP ONENT ONLY)

Award ID: 00044167

Award Title: 3333 Bulgaria MSP CC Capacity Building

Project ID: ATLAS

Project

00051783

Project Title: : Integrating Global Environmental Issues into Builga Regional Development Process

Executing Agency: BUL — Ministry of Regional Develo

pment and Public Works (Government)

GEF Outcome/Atlas Responsible | Source of Funds| Atlas Budgetary | ERP/ATLAS Budget | Amount (USD)  Amount (USD) Amount Amount (USD) | Total (USD)
Activity Party Account Code Description/Input Year 1 Year 2 (USD) Year 4
(Implementing Year 3
Agent)
) 62000 GEF 71400 Contractual Services-
ThOUT%?'\élEl 1 Trust Fund Individuals 7125 7125 7125 0 21375
e methodologies,
skills, knowledge, st Fund 71300] Local Consultants 7345 30075| 11975 8500| 57895
and information 62000 GEF 22100| CONtractual Servicels
management systerfi Trust Fund - Companies 0 21156 12 246 2790 36 192
TO{) ”I‘a'”s.”eam'”g 62000 GEF 22200 EAuipment an
go a.gn""_"”m‘?”ta MRDPW Trust Fund Furniture 0 20 000 0 0 20 000
const era“lort‘.s into 62000 GEF ~1200| International
_ the formu'ation, Trust Fund Consultants 32 500 0 0 0 32 500
implementation and 62000 GEE
evaluation of regional T 71600| Travel
development and rust Fund _ 36 300 0 0 0 36 300
‘oP ; 62000 GEF Miscellaneous
spatial planning 74500
policies are in placel Trust Fund expenses 11 140 32 200 8398 0 51738
sub-total 94 410 110 556 39744 11 290 256 000
62000 GEF 71400 Contractual Services-
Trust Fund Individuals 22 625 22 625 22 625 22 625 90 500
OUTCOME 2: 62000 GEF
Institutional changed Trust Fund 71300} Local Consultants 2 500 2500 0 400 5 400
that support 62000 GEF 72100 Contractual Services
mainstreaming of Trust Fund - Companies 0 0 0 25000 25 000
global environment MRDPW 62000 GEF 72200| EQUiPment and
into regional Trust Fund Furniture 6 000 0 0 0 6 000
development and 62000 GEF
spatial pﬁanning are Trust Fund 71600) Travel 27 595 1150 1150 1150 31045
in place 62000 GEF 74500 Miscellaneous
Trust Fund expenses 1 800 1800 1800 16 655 22 055
sub-total 60 520 28 075 25575 65 830 180 000
OUTCOME 3: MRDPW 62000 GEF 71300Local Consultants
0 0 2 000 0 2 000
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Regional
development plan

Trust Fund

and one municipal-
level spatial
development plan ar
revised to integrate
global environmental
objectives in a pilot
region or group of
municipalities.

4]

62000 GEF

Contractual Service

Trust Fund

72100

- Companies

61 000

61 000

sub-total

0

0

PROJECT TOTAL

154 930

138 631

2000
67 319

61 000
138 120

63 000
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PROJECT TIME-TABLE

YEAR 1 YEAR 2 YEAR 3 YEAR 4
J-M A-J J-S O-D | J-M A-J J-S O-D J-M A-J J-S O-D JM A-J J-S O-D
OUTCOME 1
Output 1.1. Training
Programme
Act. 1 Identifying 1Al | XX
(Trainers)
Act. 2 Identifying BG| XX
Al (Trainers)
Act. 3 Design a ToT]| XXX
program
Act. 4 Select 6BG XXX
trainers — indicators
Act. 5 ToT (MRDPW) X
(MOEW)
Act. 6 Design of Staff XX | XXX [ XXX [XXX
Training program
Output 1.2
Staff trained
Act. 1 Pilot delivery of X
TP — MRDPW & SEA
Act. 2 TP modifications|
based on the feedback
Act. 3 Accreditation of
the Training Program
Act. 4 Train remaining X X X
staff of MRDPW & SEA
Act. 5 Promotion of the
Output 1.3
Indicators and GIS
Act. 1 Identification of X | XXX [ XXX [XXX
set of indicators
Act. 2 Survey of dats XXX
sources
Act. 3 Negotiations on XXX




YEAR 1 YEAR 2

YEAR 3

J-M

A-J J-S O-D | J-M A-J

J-S

O-D

J-M

0O-D

O-D

data delivery

Act. 4 Indicators
integration with GIS

XXX

XXX

XXX

XXX

Act. 5 Guidelines on
indicators use

XXX | XXX

XXX

XXX

Act. 3 Testing of
indicators  via  pilot
Regional Plan

Output 1.5
Website

XX

Act. 1 Website structure
and design agreement

Act. 2 Protocol
development on indicatd

=

system access via

Internet

XX

Act. 3 Website
production

XXX

XXX

XXX

XXX

Act. 4 Promotion,

management and update,

including  encouraging
municipalities to submi
good practices.

Output 1.6
Knowledge materials

Act. 1 Good practices
materials

Act. 1 Adapting GRDP|
materials

XXX

XXX

Act. 2 Set of legislative
requirements

XXX

Act. 3 Good Financia

Management  Practicgs

Compendium

XXX

OUTCOME 2
Output 2.1
Improvements at
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YEAR 2

YEAR 3

J-M

O-D

J-S

O-D

J-S

0O-D

O-D

MRDPW and MOEW

Act. 1 Key decision
makers from MRDPW
will be introduced to the
“ESTM Office”

D

Act. 2 MRDPW will
make adjustments to th
staff hiring procedure
job  descriptions, an
staff evaluation

e

o

XXX

XXX

Act. 3 Methodologies
will be adopted by
MOEW

XXX

XXX [ XX

Output 2.2.
Stakeholder capacity -
materials

Act. 1  Monitoring,
management, evaluatior

Act. 2 Lessons learn
publications

t

XXX

Act. 3 Round tables with
donors to share lessons

XX

Act. 4 Institutional
changes in the MA of th
other OPs

1%

XXX

XX

Act. 5 Final conferencg
and media publications

D

Output 2.2.
Stakeholder capacity -
PMU

Act. 1 Hiring Project
manager and assistant

Act. 2 Equipping the
office in MRDPW or
affiliated premises

XX

Act. 3 PMU functioning

OUTCOME 3
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YEAR 2

YEAR 3

J-M

O-D

J-S

O-D

J-M

J-S

0O-D

JM

O-D

Output 3.1 RDP Up-
date

Act. 1 (ToR) for pilot
testing the project

XXX

Act. 2 Selecting the sub)
contractor for up-dating
the R D Plan

)

XX

Act. 3 Review of RDP

XXX

XXX

XXX

XXX

XXX

Output 3.2.
Master plan

Act. 1(ToR) for pilot
testing the project

XXX

Act. 2 Selecting the sub)
contractor for the MP

XX

Act. 3 Review of the MP

XXX

XXX

XXX

XXX

XXX
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SECTION lll. ENDORSEMENT AND CO-FINANCING LETTERS

Please find endorsement and support letters intattant to project proposéiPPENDIX A
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SECTION IV. UNDP CORPORATE ANNUAL WORK PLAN

Annual Work Plan

Bulgaria - Sofia

Award Id: 00044167 =N
] ] ] Report Date: 25/5/2006
Award Title: 3333 Bulgaria M3P Cross Cutting - Integrating Global Env
Year: 2006
Project Il Expected Outputs Key Activities Timeframe Responsible Party Planned Budget
Start End Fund Donor Budget Descr Amount USS
DOO0E1782 3223 Bulgaria MSP Cross Cuttin Institutional Changes 25/5/08 8UL Min of Regional Dev and PW | &2000 GEFTrusiee 71300 Local Consultants 2,500.00
BUL Min of Regional Dev and PW | &2000 GEFTrustee 71400 Contractual Services - Individ 11,000.00
BUL Min of Regional Dev and PW | &2000 GEFTrusiee 71600 Travel 25,595.00
BUL Min of Regional Dev and PW | 62000 GEFTrustee T2200 Equipment and Furniture
BUL Min of Regional Dev and PW | &2000 GEFTrusiee 74500 Miscellaneous Expenses
Mathodelogies, skills, knowl BUL Min of Regional Dev and PW | &2000 GEFTrusiee 71200  International Consultants
BUL Min of Regional Dev and PW | 62000 GEFTrustee 71300 Local Consultants
BUL Min of Regional Dev and PW | &2000 GEFTrusiee 71400 Conifraciual Services - Individ
BUL Min of Regional Dev and PW | 62000 GEFTrustes 71800 Travel 20,000.00
BUL Min of Regional Dev and PW | &2000 GEFTrusiee 74500 Miscellaneous Expenses 7.140.00
TOTAL 97.505.00
GRAND TOTAL 97,505.00
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D P/

Annual Work Plan

Bulgaria - Sofia

Award Id: 00044167 Report Date; 25/5/2006
Award Title: 3323 Bulgaria MSP Cross Cutting - Integrating Global Env
Year: 2007
Project ID Expected Outputs Key Activities Timeframe Responsible Party Planned Budget
Start End Fund Daonar Budget Descr Amount USS
00051783 3333 Bulgaria MSP Cross Cuttin Institutional Changes BUL Min of Regional Dev and PW | &2000 GEFTrusies 71300 Local Consultants 2,500.00
BUL Min of Regional Dev and PW | &2000 GEFTrusiee 71400 Contraciual Services - Indivd 22 825.00
BUL Min of Regional Dev and PW | &2000 GEFTrustes 71600  Travel 1,150.00
BUL Min of Regional Dev and PW | &2000 GEFTrustes 72200  Equipment and Furnifure 3,000.
BUL Min of Regional Dev and PW | &2000 GEFTrustes 74500  Miscellansous Expenses 1,800.00
Methodologies, skills. knowl 25/5/08 BUL Min of Regional Dev and PW | &2000 GEFTrustes 71200  International Consultants 12,500.00
BUL Min of Regional Dev and PW | &2000 GEFTrustes 71300 Loecal Consultants 30,075.
BUL Min of Regional Dev and PW | &2000 GEFTrusiee 71400 Contraciual Services - Individ 7.125.00
BUL Min of Regional Dev and PW | &2000 GEFTrusiee 71800 Travel 18,300.00
BUL Min of Regional Dev and PW | &2000 GEFTrusies 72100 Contraciual Services-Companis 21,156.00
BUL Min of Regional Dev and PW | G2000 GEFTrusies 72200  Equipment and Furniiure 20,000.00
UL Min of Regional Dev and PW | &2000 GEFTrustes 74500 Miscellansous Expenses 32,200.00
TOTAL 170,431.00
170,431.00

GRAND TOTAL
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D P/

Award Id: 00044167

Annual Work Plan

Bulgaria - Sofia

_ _ ) Report Date:  23/5/2006
Award Title: 3333 Bulgaria MSP Cross Cutting - Integrating Global Env
Year: 2008
Project I Expected Outputs Key Activities Timeframe Responsible Party Planned Budget
Start End Donor Budget Descr Amount USS
00051783 3333 Bulgaria MSP Cross Cuttin Demonstration 2515708 BUL Min of Regional Dev and PW GEFTrustee 71300  Local Consultants 2,000.00
Institutional Changes 25/5/08 BUL Min of Regional Dev and PW GEFTrusiee 71400 Coeniractual Services - Individ 22,825.00
BUL Min of Regional Dev and PW GEFTrusiee 71600  Trawvel 1,150.00
BUL Min of Regional Dev and PW GEFTrusiee 74500  Miscellansous Expenses
Methodelogies, skills, know BUL Min of Regional Dev and PW GEFTrustee 71300  Local Consultants
BUL Min of Regional Dev and PW GEFTrusiee 71400  Coniractual Services - Individ
BUL Min of Regional Dev and PW GEFTrusiee 72100 Contractual Services-Companie] 12,246.00
BUL Min of Regional Dev and PW GEFTrusiee 74500  Miscellansous Expenses &,308.00
TOTAL 67,319.00
GRAND TOTAL 67,313.00
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=+
Annual Work Plan

Bulgaria - Sofia

Award Id: 00044167

) . . Report Date: 25/5/2006
Award Title: 3333 Bulgaria M3F Cross Cutting - Integrating Global Env
Year: 2009
Project Il Expected Outputs Key Activities Timeframe Responsible Party Planned Budget
Start End Danar Budget Desar Amount USS
00051783 3333 Bulgaria MSP Cross Cuttin Demonstration 25/5/08 BUL Min of Regional Dev and PW GEFTrusies 72100 Confractual Services-Companie] 40,000.00
Institutional Changes 25/5/08 BUL Min of Regional Dev and PW GEFTrustes 71300 Local Consultants £00.00
BUL Min of Regional Dev and PW GEFTrusiee 71400 Confraciual Services - Individ 22,825
BUL Min of Regional Dev and PW GEFTrusiee 71600  Travel 1,15C.00
BUL Min of Regional Dev and PW GEFTrustes 72100 Confractual Services-Companie
BUL Min of Regional Dev and PW GEFTrustes 74500 Miscellaneous Expenses
Methodologies, skills, knowl BUL Min of Regional Dev and PW ZEFTrusies 71300 Local Consultants 8,500.00
BUL Min of Regional Dev and PW GEFTrustes 72100 Confractual Services-Companig] 2,780.00
BUL Min of Regional Dev and PW GEFTrustes 74500 Miscellaneous Expenses 4,000.00
TOTAL 114,465.00
GRAND TOTAL 114,485.00
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Award Id: 00044167

Annual Work Plan

Bulgaria - Sofia

) . . Report Date: 25/5/2006
Award Title: 3333 Bulgaria MSP Cross Cuiting - Integrating Global Env
Year: 2010
Project ID Expected Outputs Key Activities Timeframe Responsible Party Planned Budget
Start End Fund Daonar Budget Descr Amount USS
00051783 3323 Bulgaria M3P Cross Cuthin Diemonstration B8UL Min of Regional Dev and PW | G2000 ZEFTrusies 72100 Coniraciual Services-Companie 21,000.00
Institutional Changes BUL Min of Regional Dev and PW | G2000 ZEFTrusies 71400 Ceniractual Services - Individ 11,825.00
BUL Min of Regional Dev and PW | 62000 GEFTrustes 71600  Travel 2,000.00
BUL Min of Regional Dev and PW | &2000 GEFTrustes 74500 Miscellansous Expenses 6,855.00
Methodologies, skills, knowld  25/5/08 BUL Min of Regional Dev and PW | G2000 GEFTrustee 71300 Local Consultants 4 00000
B8UL Min of Regional Dev and PW | G2000 ZEFTrusies 71400 Ceniractual Services - Individ 4,000.00
TOTAL 49.280.00
49,280.00

GRAND TOTAL
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APPENDIX A PROJECT PROPOSAL APPROVED BY THE GEF

MEDIUM-SIZED PROJECT PROPOSAL
REQUEST FOR GEF FUNDING

GEF
AGENCY’'S PROJECT ID: FINANCING PLAN (US$)
GEFSECPROJECT ID: GEF PROJECT/COMPONENT
COUNTRY: Bulgaria -
PROJECT TITLE : Integrating Global Environmental Issues PrOJect* 499,000
into Bulgaria's Regional Development Process PDF A 43,800
GEF AGENCY: UNDP SUB-TOTAL GEF 542,800
OTHER EXECUTING AGENCY (IES): COFINANCING **
DURATION : 4 years GEF Agency
GEF FocAL AREA: Multi focal Government 1,019,000
GEF OPERATIONAL PROGRAM: Capacity building Bilateral
GEF STRATEGIC PRIORITY : CB-2 (Crosscutting Capacity NGOs
Building) Others 10,00(
ESTIMATED STARTING DATE: January 2006 SuUB-TOTAL CO-FINANCING: 1,029,000
IMPLEMENTING AGENCY FEE: TOTAL PROJECT 1,571,800
FINANCING :
FINANCING FOR ASSOCIATED ACTIVITY IF
ANY: NA

* Approval date of PDFA: 11 February 2005
** Details provided in the Financing Sect

CONTRIBUTION TO KEY INDICATORS OF THE BUSINESSPLAN: The project contributes to the GEF's strate
priority to enhance capacity for global environnantanagement by leveraging financial and technical
resources to address country needs for capaditgtter manage global environmental issues.

RECORD OF ENDORSEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE GOVERNMENT :

Emiliya Kraeva Date: August 4, 2005

GEF Operational Focal Point (Letter provided in Annex 10)
Head of International Cooperation Department

Ministry of Environment and Water

This proposal has been prepared in accordanceGith policies and procedures and meets the stan
of the GEF Project Review Criteria for a MediumesiZProject.

Yannick Glemarec Keti Chachibaia
IA/EXA Coordinator Project Contact Person
Date: (Month, Day, Year) Tel. and email: +421 2 59 337 422

keti.chachibaia@undp.org
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Acronyms and Abbreviations

CPD
DDS
EU
ExAs
GE
GRDP
IAs
ISPA
MDPs
MEER
MOEW
MOF
MRDPW
NOPRD
NSFRD
OPs
PDF-B
PMU
RDA
RDPs
SEAs
SLM
SMEs
TDA
ToR
ToT
UNCBD
UNCCD
UNDP
UNEP
UNFCCC

Country Programme Document

District Development Strategies

European Union

Executing Agencies

Global Environment

Greening Regional Development Programmes
Implementing Agencies

Instrument for Structural Policies for Pre-Assion
Municipal Development Plans

Ministry of Energy and Energy Resources
Ministry of Environment and Water

Ministry of Forestry

Ministry for Regional Development and Pulorks
National Operational Program for Regional &epment
National Strategy for Regional Development
Operational Programs

Project Development Facility Block B

Project Management Unit

Regional Development Act

Regional Development Plans

Strategic Environmental Assessments
Sustainable Land Management

Small and Medium Enterprises
Territorial Development Act

Terms of Reference

Training of Trainers

United Nations Convention on Biological Diggy
United Nations Convention to Combat Deseddifion
United Nations Development Programme

United Nations Environment Programme

United Nations Framework Convention on Cterfahange
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PART | - PROJECT CONCEPT
A - SUMMARY

1. Bulgaria is on the threshold of EU accession iaraligning its sustainable development
policies with EU requirements. The goal of EU as@s by 2007 offers some important
opportunities for explicitly incorporating the matds of the UNCBD, UNFCCC, and UNCCD
into the regional development and spatial planmpnocesses, which are typically focused on
socio-economic issues. Bulgaria is embarking oriffarent, systematic regional development
planning approach. The responsibility for determinthe regional development path lies with the
Ministry for Regional Development and Public WorfdRDPW), and this development path
will be articulated through a series of documeniational Regional Development Strategy, the
National Operational Programme for Regional Dewelept (NOPRD), six Regional
Development Plans (RDPs), 28 District Developmetrat&gies (DDSs) and 264 Municipal
Development Plans (MDPs). It is this evolving regibdevelopment planning process that the
proposed GEF project is seeking to link in to ateanly, upstream stage, so as to ensure that
global environmental concerns can be mainstreamed.

2. Based on the findings of the National Capacdif 8ssessment (NCSA) and subsequent
discussions with key stakeholders during the PDR#g project strategy is to promote a
proactive integration of global environmental issugto the very process of regional and local
development, as well as spatial planning, bothtithvare managed by MRDPW. This would be
achieved by developing the capacity of MRDPW t@gnate global environmental objectives
into the regional and local development policied @nactices, as well as into spatial planning
documents.

3. To implement the project strategy, it will besestial to involve and build ownership of
the project among the following key stakeholderug® — MRDPW at all levels, MOEW,
Municipal Mayors, local NGOs and private enterpgis@ll of these groups are essential to
influencing and changing the current practice imteof how regional and local development and
spatial planning documents are formulated and impied. A particularly important
opportunity that this project is capitalizing ontie interest expressed by MRDPW to pursue
such an approach during their involvement in theSGprocess. The project strategy will be
realized through the following 3 outcomes:

OutcoME1l: The methodologies, skills, knowledge, and infation management system for
mainstreaming global environmental considerationts ithe formulation, implementation and
evaluation of regional development and spatial milag policies are in place

OuTcoME2: Institutional changes that support mainstreanuhglobal environmental into
regional development and spatial planning aredicel

OuTcoME3: Regional development plans and municipal-leypsitial development plans are
revised to integrate global environmental objectiire a pilot region or group of municipalities
through application of capacities developed in Ootes 1 and 2.

B - COUNTRY OWNERSHIP

Country Eligibility

4, Bulgaria has ratified the UNCBD, UNFCCC, and UBITas follows, and is eligible for
receiving assistance from the GEF and UNDP.

UNFCCC - March 1995
UNCBD - February 1996
UNCCD - January 2001
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Country Driven-ness

5. The project has been identified as a priorityBalgaria by the NCSA for furthering its
commitments under the UNCBD, UNFCCC, and UNCCD ¢eéorth referred to as “the Rio
Conventions”). The NCSA has specifically identifidte need to develop national capacity for
mainstreaming global environmental objectives ithte regional development process, through
the integration of these objectives in the formolatnd implementation of regional development
policies and plans at the national, regional, @isamd municipal levels.

6. In addition, a need for better coordination aghdhe key ministries at the national/
central and local/ regional levels has been staeda key to due implementation of the
conventions. As stated in the NCSA report, “stal@dro coordination is insufficient to
mainstream the obligations under the Conventiomstarachieve effectiveness and efficiency in
implementation”. Two main interconnected areasugip®rt have been identified in this regard: i)
support to institutions in the area of cross-sadtptanning, decision-making and information
systems; and ii) support for decentralized inteztagnvironmental planning and action-oriented
approaches.

7. The main challenge has been to identify the telkalcages between the Conventions in
each of the sectors and match those with the desioenomic priorities identified by the
Government. National and regional development pedishould accommodate such principles in
order to reverse the current practice of treatituba environmental issues as a stand-alone
agenda of limited concern to national or local dewment priorities. The Ministry of
Environment and Water (MOEW) in Bulgaria is ass@jnthe prime responsibility for
implementing the Conventions. However, thus fangis not been able to develop effective cross-
sectoral dialogue at a government-wide level tonstatam global environmental issues into
sectoral policies.

8. The NCSA process also assigned importance tngitiening the capacity of state
institutions responsible for the management ofrf@al resources. The objective is to improve
the efficiency of their disbursement for the puepad¥ meeting the objectives of national
development and those of the Rio Conventions. Tie NCSA document of Bulgaria states:
“...the strategy aims at a more efficient use of Buls limited institutional, human and

financial resources based on the following prirespl... the objectives and measures for
implementation of the Conventions are mainstreain&sl Bulgaria’s regulatory and economic

framework in the context of its EU accession pties!'.

9. More specifically this includes: i) improvemesftdecision-making within the financial
system to honor the country’s obligations underabeventions by revisiting rules and criteria
for resource allocation and disbursement; ii) inmeraent of the workflow and capacity of the
existing institutions in order to make funds ofeimational and pre-accession mechanisms
available for implementation of the Conventionspezsally those that closely match with
national development targets; iii) improvement ofei-agency cooperation by introducing
appropriate practices into inter-governmental wogkigroups (for example, participation of
Convention expert groups and Focal Points in mgstiwithin and among the key economic
sectors); iv) building the capacity of the instibat's responsible for regional development, which
should play the key role in meaningful coordinatafrthe sectoral policies and their translation
into the regional development agenda; v) developneéra meaningful indicator system for
monitoring and analyzing the progress towards aement of Conventions’ objectives.

10. One of the four objectives of the GovernmenbgPam People are the Wealth of
Bulgaria, alongside with economic growth and raising théntivstandards, is the integration of
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environment into the sectoral policies. The Natidbeonomic Development Plan 2000 — 2006
identifies the five priorities of the country’s ddgpment as follows:

Raising the competitiveness of the Bulgarian econom

Human resources development

Improvement of the basic infrastructure and envirental protection
Development of the agriculture and rural areas

Balanced and sustainable regional development

11. According to the Regional Development Act, addgn 2004 “Regional development is
a process of formation and implementation of a gyolimed at achieving balanced and
sustainable development of administrative andttefal units, grouped into planning regions in
the Republic of Bulgaria”. The need to create cbo for balanced and sustainable
development in the regions of Bulgaria has beerfqguth as the top priority among the strategic
objectives of the country.

C — PROGRAM AND POLICY CONFORMITY
Program Designation and Conformity

12. The proposed project addresses the objectifvéseo3 GEF focal areas (biodiversity,
climate change, and sustainable land management)spacifically fits under the strategic
priority related to crosscutting capacity buildifeB-2).

Project Design
Background and context

13. Located in Southeastern Europe, bordering thekBSea, between Romania and Turkey,
Bulgaria is characterized by a mostly hilly topqama interspersed with plateaus, with major
flatlands in the north (Danubian Plateau, extendingss entire country) and center (Thracian
Plain). The main mountain ranges are the Balkatefaehng across center of country from west to
east, forming central watershed of country) andd®pe (west to east across southern section of
country).

14. The country is divided into 6 regions in aceorce with EUROSTAT requirements:
north-west, north-central, north-east, south-wsestjth-central, south-east. These regions have
been recently created in response to EU requireandrite north-east and south-east regions
border the Black Sea, and the north-west, nortlirgerand north-east regions border the Danube
River. The country is subdivided into 28 distriidad 264 municipalities. At the moment,
administrative units are present at the distrial amunicipality levels. Regional Development
Councils and Directorates for Technical Assistaf@eprdination and Management of Regional
Programmes and Projects, which are envisaged toaactSecretariats to the Regional
Development Councils, are in their final stagesifiblishment.

The context of EU accession

15. After the ever-biggest enlargement of the EUloklay 2004, Bulgaria, together with
Romania, is hoping to join the Union in 2007. Thediss of a EU candidate country poses several
challenges and opportunities for integrated pditiet are in line with EU requirements. One of
the biggest challenges currently posed is the neatbvelop sound and effective coordination
between line Ministries (that represent the velticas of decision-making), and regional entities
(the horizontal level of decision-making). This as important objective of the current EU
assistance to the country and is motivated by #eelho achieve coherent policy formulation and
efficient absorption of future funding under the Etjuctural Funds.
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16. EU Regional Policy aims to support regions whdsvelopment is lagging behind, or

that are experiencing serious problems in termmfodistructure, creation of economic activity

and training. If Bulgaria would like to prepare #sonomy and people for accession in 2007,
significant efforts need to be made for improvirte ttransport system and environmental
protection. Thus, the social and economic policyh&f Republic of Bulgaria until 2006 aims at

reaching the economic, social, environmental, atdimistrative standards of the EU to such an
extent so membership into the EU is realized.

17. One of the special areas of emphasis thatrhagged as part of the EU accession process
is the sustainable regional development of BulgmfBaplanning regions. Within Bulgaria, which

is a country in transition, there exists criticagjional differentiation. As a result of the inhedit
social and economic structures and the dynamicth®fcountry’s development, the existing
differences in the economy, infrastructure, emplegmincome and quality of life in the different
parts of the country have intensified. This facs baen taken into account in the preparation and
implementation of the national policy of regionalvdlopment, which is aimed at overcoming the
differences in the standard of living in the diffet regions of the country by assisting them in
their structural adjustment, development of paftdeir territory that are in decline, and general
economic and social recovery.

Opportunities for mainstreaming global environméntabjectives in regional
development

18. The goal of EU accession by 2007 and the astsacemphasis on sustainable regional
development offer some important opportunitiesegplicitly incorporating the mandates of the
UNCBD, UNFCCC, and UNCCD into the regional develgminand spatial planning processes,
which are typically focused on socio-economic issu®n the threshold of EU accession,
Bulgaria is embarking on a different, systematigiaral development planning approach. The
responsibility for determining the regional devetmgmnt path lies with the Ministry for Regional
Development and Public Works (MRDPW), and this d@wment path will be articulated
through a series of documents (listed in the faltmvsection that describes the process of
regional development planning in Bulgaria).

19. Of particular note is the NOPRD, which will pide the framework for programming
and managing EU Structural Funds for sustainalgemmnal development. EU Structural Funds —
European Regional Development Fund (ERDF), Europgecial Fund (ESF) and European
Cohesion Fund (ECF) — are the EU’s main instruméntssupporting social and economic
restructuring across the EU. They account for @rer third of the European Union budget and
are used to tackle regional disparities and suppgitnal development. In 2001 a new emphasis
on protecting the environment and achieving a nsustainable pattern of development was
added. Programming and management of these furidsendone via operational programrhes
MRDPW is the Managing Authority responsible foretatining the allocation of resources from
NOPRD (OP5). Therefore, by developing MRDPW’'s citgado mainstream global
environmental considerations, this project could owly ensure that planning documents take
into account UNCBD, UNFCCC and UNCCD commitmentst blso future programming of
resources can be garnered to this end.

2 Bulgaria has 6 National Operational Programmesttferimplementation of the National Development
Plan — OP1: Development of the Competitiveness olg@ian Economy, OP2: Human Resources
Development, OP3: Environment, OP4: Transport, OR&gional Development, OP6: Administrative
Capacity.
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20. It is this evolving regional development plamtnprocess that the proposed GEF project
is seeking to link in to at an early, upstream sta&p as to ensure that global environmental
concerns can be mainstreamed.

The process of regional development planning im &g

21. Regional development, in the broadest sensehealefined as the application of specific
measures to reduce the developmental gap betwgemsehat are lagging behind vis-a-vis other
regions, as well as the coordination of differestteral policies across the entire territory. This
dual nature of regional development is a compler, @overing socio-economic, physical,
environmental and institutional aspects.

22. The main Act stipulating planning and implenagioin of regional development is the
Regional Development Act (RDA), which was draftgdMMRDPW, enforced in February 2004,
and amended in April 2005. (A full list of relevamitional legislation, programming documents,
planning documents and strategies are providechime# 1.)

23. The RDA was drafted and implemented with theppse of complying with the EU
Regional Development Regulations and especiallyh viiiC Regulation 1260/99. Its main
principles are integrated approach to planning@oedramming, interdepartmental coordination,
partnership, and coordination of resources. loihticed 6 planning regions at NUTS 2 level in
full compliance with EUROSTAT requirements. It alsdroduced regions for targeted impact,
where the national regional development financesldvbe concentrated.

24, The Act envisages a hierarchical system oftegifg planning and programming

documents to take into consideration the spedifatiures of all levels (national, regional, district
and local). These are the National Regional Devakg Strategy, the National Operational
Programme for Regional Development (NOPRD), sixif®®g Development Plans (RDPs), 28
District Development Strategies (DDSs) and 264 Mipail Development Plans (MDPs). The
institution responsible for implementing the RDAMERDPW, which organizes the development
and implementation of the National Regional Develept Strategy and the NOPRD, as well as
renders methodological guidance for the developragt implementation of the six Regional

Development Plans, District Development Strategiesl Municipal Development Plans.

MRDPW will work with multi-stakeholder Regional Defepment Councifs

25. The National Regional Development Strategy Ishal adopted by the Council of

Ministers. The NOPRD is to be adopted by the CdwfdMinisters after consultations with the

European Union. The Regional Development Plansodne adopted by the Council of Ministers.
The District Development Strategies are to be aatbpt/ the District Development Councils. The
Municipal Development Plans are being adopted kyrdéspective Municipal Councils. Rules of
procedure for the Regional Development Councils Ristkict Development Councils have been
prepared and adopted to facilitate the implememtadf the RDA.

26. The application of both top-down and bottom-approaches is envisaged in the
articulation of strategic, planning and programmidgcuments. Obligations for the use of
appropriate means for monitoring and assessmentidaitors are set out. Pursuant to the RDA,
the structure of the planning and programming damisifor the 2007-2013 period shall be as
follows:

Socio-economic analysis

® This is a consultative body to MRDPW on regionabe@lopment planning, consisting of representatives
from 6 national-level ministries, district goversprl representative from municipalities (latterr@nf
relevant planning region).

34



SWOT analysis

Vision, objectives and priorities

Indicators for monitoring and evaluation
Indicative financial table

Means of information gathering and publicity

27. The NOPRD, RDPs, and MDPs are subject to ex-@avdluation, which is carried out by
external experts, in parallel with the drafting thfe respective planning or programming
document and consists of:

Assessment of the potential impacts of the objestand priorities on the socio-economic situation
Strategic environmental assessment, pursuant Ortli@ance on the conditions, procedure and
methods for environmental assessment of plans rogigms

28. In addition, the NOPRD, RDPs, and MDPs areestltp mid-term evaluations, which
shall be carried out by outside experts, and slalist of:

Assessment of the results of the implementatidh@plan/program over the first 3 and a half years
Assessment of the extent to which the respectijectibes have been met so far

Assessment of the use of financial resources amdgement and monitoring procedures

Defining corrective measures, if required

29. The documents in question shall be furtheresubfl to ex-post evaluation, which shall
be made after the expiry of the plan’s span, aadl bk focused on:

Effectiveness and efficiency

Impact assessment

Extent of achievement of objectives and sustaiitgluif results
Lessons learnt and conclusions for regional pdigglication

30. Methodological Guidelines for the preparatibnhe RDPs, MDPs, and DDSs have been

drawn up and implemented. Special attention is fardspecting the existence of protected areas
or national preserves in a given territory in tegpective document. It is noteworthy that the need
of monitoring indicators has been stressed upatfi iBuidelines.

The process of spatial planning in Bulgaria

31. Spatial planning and territorial developmenegdand in hand with regional planning
and development, since land area must be preparctbmmodate regional development vision
and absorb the allocated fuid§he 2002 Territorial Development Act (TDA) regigls spatial
planning in Bulgaria. Spatial planning is carriaet @ compliance with the actual and intended
socio-economic development, the actual and interlded use, and attempts at guaranteeing
environmental protection. The Minister for Regiomzvelopment and Public Works manages
the State policy for territorial development andtid planning. District Governors carry out the
State policy in their respective districts.

32. In accordance with their main designation, TH2A categorizes land and estates as
follows: urban, agricultural, forest, protected,dafor reinstatement. The Act envisages the
following set of spatial planning documents:

National Comprehensive Spatial Planning Scheme

* Land use, estate acquisition, auxiliary infrastiite, environmental impact assessment of spatiainihg
schemes must be in place prior to the actual impfeation of regional plans and programs.
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District Spatial Planning Schemes

Specialist Spatial Planning Schemes (dealing veithas specific spatial planning at different
territorial levels)

General Spatial Plans

Detailed Spatial Plans (at Municipal / Settlementls)

33. Within their respective territorial and thematmits, spatial planning schemes focus on:

Location and future development of projects anevagkts

Human settlement networks’ development

Measures for environmental protection and mitigatié harmful impacts on the environment and
population’s health

34. Each of the above spatial planning schemepkams$ comply with the respective higher-
instance schemes and plans and renders concratprihvdsions at its specific level. Draft spatial
planning schemes are subject to public hearingr gootheir submission for approval and
adoption. The National Comprehensive Spatial PlanSicheme shall be adopted by the Council
of Ministers, at the proposal of the Minister foedRonal Development and Public Works. The
latter also adopts district and specialist spatahning schemes.

35. The TDA stipulates different parameters for starction of different buildings,
according to their location in different areasaléo provides for specific requirements for the
components of technical infrastructure projectshsas the design of motorways and roads, water
supply and sewers’ networks, energy and gas sumilyorks, waste management facilities — in
line with other specialist Laws such as the Endtfficiency Act, Energy Act, Restriction of the
Harmful Impacts of Waste on the Environment Actd dine like. The Act also envisages other
environmental protection-related measures, suchthasdevelopment and maintenance of a
landslide register, afforestation alongside roads, environmental impact assessments for spatial
planning schemes.

Environmental assessment of regional developmeahspatial planning

36. MOEW implements the legislation related to EAd SEA. It registers the EIA/ SEA
experts and issues decisions on the EIA/ SEA repArt Ordinance on the conditions, procedure
and methods for environmental assessment of plthpagram$Swas prepared by MOEW and
adopted by the Council of Ministers. It stipulathat the NOPRD and the RDPs are bound to
obligatory SEA, while MDPs are subjected to didorery SEA. The National Comprehensive
Spatial Planning Scheme, District Spatial PlannBthemes and General Spatial Plans are
subjected to obligatory SEA, while Detailed Spakédns and Specialist Detailed Spatial Plans
are subject to discretionary SEA.

37. SEAs are carried out in parallel with the prafian of the respective plan / program and
a formal opinion on it should be issued prior te #doption of the plan / program. Competent
authorities with respect to the SEA are the Mimifoe Environment and Waters (for documents
which are to be adopted by central ministries afidgaent) and the Director of the respective
Regional Inspectorate for Environment & Watershar Minister for Environment & Waters (for
plans and programs which are to be adopted by ttatiged bodies of central Government or
Municipal Councils. When an environmental comporismequired for a plan/program, a SEA
shall not be assigned as a separate report.

® |t is also responsible for the implementationtuf Rio Conventions and all Convention focal poarts
staff members of the Ministry.
® Environmental Assessment is the Bulgarian ternSfoategic Environmental Assessment (SEA)
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38. The SEA is assigned to experts, registered Hey MOEW. The SEA content is
determined in accordance with Article 86 of the iEmwmental Protection Act. The competent
authority gives requirements for the contents oASE line with the specifics of the plan/
program in question, as well as for the assessmettiods. No specific indicators are prescribed
in the Ordinance on the conditions, procedure aathaus for environmental assessment of plans
and programs, and they must be determined indilhdfa each case.

Baseline situation in terms of regional developmepétial planning, and environmental
assessment

Institutional baseline

39. There is one Ministry — MRDPW — responsible flarmulating and implementing the
policies of regional development and spatial plagninder the two Acts. The Ministry is also
charged with ensuring sustainabievelopment policies in the 6 regions of BulgalE&EW, on
the other hand, implements the legislation relateBIA and SEA. MRDPW is thus in the best
position to integrate and coordinate all sectorgjeepolicies and their implementation in the
regional development documents at all territoe&Els. It is also in charge of:

Local self-government

Spatial planning

Harmonization of the existing normative acts onglesexecution and operation of construction
works with the EU legislation

Construction, repair and maintenance of technided$tructure networks

Integrated water management

40. Regional Development Councils have been recsatlup in all 6 planning regions. They
are organs for carrying out the State policy fogioaal development and are composed of
representatives of MRDPW, MOEW and 5 other mirgstri District Governors and
representatives of the constituent municipalititsgional Development Councils are responsible,
among other things, for the:

Discussion and coordination of District Developm@trategies
Discussion and agreement on draft Regional Devetoplans
Discussion and coordination of measures to bedecun the NOPRD

41. Directorates for Technical Assistance, Coottitima and Management of Regional
Programs and Projects, which are envisaged tosaBearetariats to the Regional Development
Councils, are in their final stage of staff reamgint. District Development Councils have also
been established in all 28 Districts (at NUTS ZlgvMunicipal Councils are in existence in all
264 Municipalities (LAU 1 level). The Managing Auwattity and Monitoring Committee for the
NOPRD have been designated in line with the commritsiunder Chapter 21 (Regional Policy
and Coordination of Structural Instruments), whiile Intermediate Bodies required are still to be
decided upon. The Directorate General "Programrofrigegional Development" at the MRDPW
is going to implement NOPRD as a Managing AuthorBBome of responsibilities will be
delegated to its 6 intermediate bodies in each@btplanning regions.

Current status of regional development planningushioents

42. A National Regional Development Strategy of Republic of Bulgaria for the 2005-

2015 period has been drawn up, coordinated amdtigeaministries and District Governors and
adopted by the Council of Ministers on 14 April 80®rior to its coordination and adoption, it
was subjected to ex-ante evaluation. A set of atdis for monitoring implementation has been
included in the National Regional Development gst(see Annex 2 for more information on
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the indicator system). District Development Str@sgare at their final stage of preparation.
Municipal and Regional Development Plans are aduetfinished soon.

43. There is no comprehensive national spatialnienscheme at the moment (neither in the
making nor under implementation), and only a festriit-level spatial planning schemes, due to
the limited allocations from the state and munitipadgets to this end. Even though the
legislation (RDA and TDA) does link with each othérere is a weak practical link between
regional development planning and spatial plannirite key bottleneck is the lack of practical
experience that can demonstrate how this can wogtactice and how the “Regional planning—
spatial planning” loop can be closed. The lack wflarstanding of the importance of linking
regional development planning (which provides thstainable development vision) and spatial
land-use planning (on-the-ground implementationthwt vision) is inhibiting allocation of
adequate government resources to linking spat@regional planning.

44. The NOPRD is in the stage of finalizing its iseeconomic and SWOT analyses. The
National Operational Program “Environment” is at #tage of finalizing its SWOT analysis. No

indicators are available at the moment becaus®&®®RD is not developed yet and thus it does
not have indicators as of today. In principle, itl\Wwave indicators but it is doubtful that those

would consider global environment.

45, The Ordinance on the conditions, procedureraethods for environmental assessment
of plans and programs was enforced in July 200d, leence practical implementation of the
procedures for environmental assessment of pladgpeygrams has commenced. By the end of
2004, MOEW had issued 9 opinions on the necessiterivironmental assessments, of which, 4
required preparations of such assessments. Themednspectorates had issued 23 opinions, 6
of which required the preparation of environmeadessments.

46. With regards to the implementation of the esrvinental impact assessment legislation
(EIA on specific investment project proposals), MOEW has issued 24 decisions for assessing
the necessity of EIA for investment proposals.hia 1 April 2004 — 1 April 2005 period, 18 EIA
decisions have been made for approval of proposals.

Programmatic baseline

47. Under the baseline, there are several EU fumdefcts aimed at assisting Bulgaria’s
administrative and governance system to createuadeccapacity and integrated service and
response systems to foster sustainable developmnenities. Significant part of the support has
been tailored for building the capacity of the valet institutions, sectoral ministries, and in
particular MRDPW, to absorb and manage EU Strucfuads for developing, implementing
and monitoring regional development programmestiatasparent and participatory manner.

48. A review of relevant baseline initiatives (suamgnprovided in Annex 3) indicates that
while there are activities aimed at strengthenifighe regional governance system for EU
accession and other environmental management nesashere are none specifically aimed at
enhancing regional development planning and impfeaten capacities for better and more
explicit integration of global environmental issues

49. For instance, the baseline project relatd@réparing Central and Regional Structures of
the Ministry of Regional Development and Public Kgofor Managing Future ERDF-Type of
Projects and Programmesims at strengthening institutional structuresexitral and regional
levels in order to achieve, upon accession, sountt edficient management of EU Structural
Funds. More specifically, the following objectiva® pursued:
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Preparing the Bulgarian regional authorities fde&tfve implementation of regional development
programmes, thus ensuring more transparent invaa¢of the regions in programming,
implementation, monitoring and evaluation of EGstasce in line with the partnership
principle;

Development of sound and effective co-ordinatiomvieen the central and regional institutions in
order to facilitate the absorption of the futurading under EU Structural Funds;

Reinforcement of the administrative capacity ofrhiaistry at central and regional levels for
programming, implementation, monitoring and evabrabf economic and social cohesion
strategies and projects.

50. This project will strengthen the sustainableedfl@oment foundation in terms of regional
development planning on which incremental actigitielated to the integration of the
Conventions can be built. The project will resnlthe following:

Operational procedures both at central and regiewmals are in place, practical coordination and
well-defined roles established;

National Operational Programme “Regional Developthfimalized;

Effective project pipeline is in place;

Set up and functioning of appropriate monitorind amaluation mechanisms, including the system
of monitoring and evaluation;

Weaknesses in baseline

51. The evolving framework for regional developmend spatial planning in Bulgaria is
unlikely to result in explicit mainstreaming of diwersity, land degradation and climate change
considerations in development planning. In prirgighe legal and normative framework for
regional development and spatial planning, as asllor environmental assessment, requires the
integration of environmental issues into the foramioh and implementation of documents that
will have an impact on the type of developmentrighlace in the 6 regions. The implementation
of this legislative and policy framework in praetichowever, is likely to be constrained by
capacity bottlenecks in MRDPW, which is the indtdno with primary responsibility for its
implementation.

52. In the baseline scenario development and $ymddianing objectives will not necessarily
and fully coincide with global environmental objees. As Bulgaria is heavily dependent on EU
funds, it is bound to comply with the objectivesabtished in the EU Cohesion Policy for
regional development (namely, convergence, regioaalpetitiveness and job creation) to meet
effectiveness and efficiency requirements in itanping and programming documents for
regional development. (Annex 4 shows the objectauss priorities of the National Development
Plan, other relevant Bulgarian documents, and bectives of the Lisbon Strategy and the 2007-
2013 Cohesion Policy.)

53. The fact that regional development objectives bt directly coincide with global
environmental objectives is not unexpected. Thégectives are and always will be determined
on the basis of EU requirements, which are abonnpetitiveness, jobs, economic development,
and the like. The issue of importance from the pofrview of the global Conventions imw a
particular region, district or municipality choogesachieve those development objectives. In the
baseline situation, it is unlikely that objective$ the biodiversity, climate change and land
degradation conventions will be appropriately faetbinto regional development planning.

54, Since relevant region-specific global environtak objectives are rarely identified in

regional development documents, the related indiicgtstem that is used to monitor and report
on implementation of regional development polidegs not explicitly address the achievement
of Bulgaria’'s commitments under the global enviremtal conventions. Thus, Convention
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objectives again get marginalized relative to depeient objectives. For instance, urban
development indicators for eco-transport, streghtihg, energy efficiency and the like
(associated with climate change) are rarely usembtsc for biological losses (related to
biodiversity) are not used in cost-benefit analysémrmal links between biodiversity
conservation, sustainable use, and sustainablenterthgement, and the planning processes in
economic sectors directly involved in using andf@naging natural resources, such as mining,
construction, agriculture, forestry, fisheries,rtemn, and control of invasive species are missing.
These sectors are subject to sector-specific giemteand operational programs and, therefore,
indicators for their activities, outputs and imgacbuld well be missed in regional development
and spatial planning documents. Similarly, thed@la criteria for regional development projects
programmed under the NOPRD do not explicitly ineludpecific global environmental
objectives-related indicators.

55. The underlying cause of this is not weaknesséise regulatory framework. In the case
of Bulgaria, the legislation already states thatiremment should be taken into consideration in
regional development planning so as to achieveamatile development. It is in putting the laws
into practice where the challenges lie. The ciitibarriers are the lack of methodologies,
knowledge, skills and practical experience on hbes laws can be put into practice and how
Convention mandates can practically be mainstreafiedse who are responsible for preparing
the planning documents in MRDPW do not have thelle¥ familiarization with biodiversity,
land degradation, and climate change issues thagdged to ensure that regional development
strategies, programs and plans explicitly furthatiomal-level commitments made under the
UNCBD, UNFCCC and UNCCD where appropriate. Thiespecially true of staff at levels
below the central one, namely NUTS 2, NUTS 3 andULA levels. In addition, at the
institutional level, the incentives for taking inb@count global environmental issues are lacking.
There are no functions and adequately tasked postssure global environmental mainstreaming
into the regional development planning process.

56. As described in the preceding sections of pinggect brief, the regional development
strategies, plans and programs, as well as theiabgatinning schemes and plans have
environmental components in their structure, and aubject to different environmental
assessments and ex-ante and mid-term evaluatigremtE evaluation is deemed to be a reliable
tool for considering a wide scope of environmentsues, including global environmental
requirements. (Understandably, mid-term evaluatiares not used yet.) SEAs are supposed to
deal with global environmental issues with respectpecific plans, schemes and programs.
However, less than one year has elapsed sincattiogluction of SEA legislation and this is the
first time that SEAs are being used (for the 200I2programming period). Therefore, Bulgaria
does not have much experience with applying thagument.

57. Environmental impact assessments of individuajects provide the possibility to
consider environmental issues related to the glebh@ronmental agenda, but the overall picture
(of the adjacent territory/region) could well be gleeted, or not further summarized.
Furthermore, needed methodologies for carryingttoeitassessment of a project’s impact on the
global environment are currently missing in Bulgari

58. One could argue that full implementation of thentry’s SEA policy, which falls within
the remit of the MOEW, should to a large extentradd the integration of local and global
environmental objectives with regional developn@anning. However, such an approach would
still be seen as a parallel exercise led by MOERNY, the consideration of global environmental
issues would not be effectively internalized irtie bperations of the principle Ministry in charge
of sustainable development planning (i.e., MRDPWhHe ability of those who manage the
development process to integrate global environatésgues would still be lacking.
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Project Strategy

59. Based on comprehensive discussions undertékengh PDF-A resources, the chosen
project strategy is, therefore, to promote a pieadntegration of global environmental issues
into the very process of regional and local develenpt, as well as spatial planning, both of which
are managed by MRDPW. This would be achieved bldeing the capacity of MRDPW and
MOEW to integrate global environmental objectivesoithe regional and local development
policies and practices, as well as into spatiahmildgy documents, by addressing capacity
weaknesses that have been identified primariliairtdividual and institutional levels.

60. Such a strategy would reinforce Bulgaria’s tixgs system of SEAs, inasmuch as it
would enhance the ability of MRDPW staff to relate the SEAs and to strengthen the
relationships between competent planning and emwiemtal authorities when SEAs are
envisaged. More importantly, based on the partimpaof staff from MOEW'’s SEA department,

especially in the entire process of developing ahodology for mainstreaming global

environmental issues, the project will aim to ersilmat MOEW views the results as meeting the
legislative requirements for incorporating envir@mtal considerations into regional

development planning documents

61. MOEW will also be actively engaged in implenaginin of project activities to ensure
that existing data, information, knowledge and eigmee in terms of mainstreaming
environment are transferred to the extent possidtethe upstream development planning work
of MRDPW.

62. This proactive strategy is seen as being mostamable, and with greater replication
potential due to the following reasons:

Sustainability: Integration of global environmesgies into MRDPW mandate is seen as more
sustainable, because it internalizes global enment commitments into the very process of
planning at all levels, as opposed to SEA whicétilsperceived as an external parallel process,
an add-on exercise to plan development led by timisily of Environment and Water.

Outreach and replication potential: By establishimggration of global convention priorities as a
declared policy by MRDPW to be applied to all regiband local development processes,
including at the municipal level, the project st of internalizing global environmental issues
can be gradually replicated in all 264 municipedti

63. Another fundamental element of the projecttsg is to apply and test the capacities
developed through the project in a pilot planniagion or group of municipalities in the country,
and to propose institutional changes that will t’aacentives for continuous enhancement and
application of the capacities developed by thequtojSelection of the pilot region or group of
municipalities will be done on a competitive baslsy advertising this demonstration
opportunities to municipalities and governors aetécing made based on the criteria of (1)
ecological uniqueness, diversity, (2) scale ofuefice of economic and social issues on
environment in the context of the expected rapidnemic development, and (3) interest,
capacity, and past experience of applying regionsnonicipalities. When making the final
decision for selection of the demonstration regiogroup of municipalities, the Project Steering
Committee will consider presence of protected amead important non-protected habitats and
natural corridors, existing or potential conflictetween entrepreneurs and developers and
environmentalists, transboundary problems and dppities for cross-border coordination, plans
for large infrastructural investments under EU &tieal funds (such as pipelines, ports, airports,
roads, etc.).
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64. To implement this project strategy it will bgsential to involve and build ownership of
the project among the following key stakeholderug® — MRDPW at all levels, MOEW,
Municipal Mayors, local NGOs and private enterpgis@ll of these groups are essential to
influencing and changing the current practice imteof how regional and local development and
spatial planning documents are formulated and impied. A particularly important
opportunity that this project is capitalizing ontie interest expressed by MRDPW to pursue
such an approach during their involvement in theS@rocess.

Project Goal, Objective, Outcomes, Outputs and Actities

65. The long-term goal of the project is to embémbgl environmental concerns into the
processes of regional and local development, asaselpatial planning in Bulgaria.

66. The project objective is to build capacitiesf@minstreaming global environment into the
formulation and implementation of regional and lodavelopment, as well as spatial planning
policies. This objective will be realized throudtetfollowing 3 outcomes. (The full logframe is
in Annex 5.)

OuTCcOoME 1: The methodologies, skills, knowledge, and inforation management system
for mainstreaming global environmental consideratims into the formulation,
implementation and evaluation of regional developma and spatial planning policies are in
place

67. Through this outcome, the project will addreapacity barriers at the individual level

that inhibit global environmental mainstreaming. ilentified in the baseline analysis, critical

capacity weaknesses relate to the lack of skillsthwdologies, knowledge and information on
how mainstreaming can be achieved. This appliethdse individuals who manage regional
development and spatial planning processes, asaseib the broader group of stakeholders in
regional development. Also, there are deficiengiethe indicator system that is used to monitor
and report on implementation of regional developtn@ard spatial planning inasmuch as when
regions report on regional development this dodsineude specifically progress in terms of

achieving global environmental objectives. Thiscoate will therefore develop appropriate

capacities and put in place a knowledge managemgstem for mainstreaming of global

environmental commitments.

Output 1.1 Accredited training programmen the integration of UNCBD, UNFCCC,
UNCCD obijectives into regional development and igpgianning processes is
established

68. The project will identify an international aeadic institution and a Bulgarian partner
academic institution that would be willing and atidedevelop and accredit a training-of-trainers
(ToT) programme on integrating Convention objeciveto regional development policy and
spatial planning in Bulgaria. The training programill cover mainstreaming of global
environment into urban and rural development plagrand will provide the trainees with the
methodology on how to adequately assess and rep@thievement of obligations of UNFCCC,
UNCBD, UNCCD in regional development or spatialrpleng, as well as how to practically
utilize that analysis in respect to planning docatseThe training will also include development
of skills on using GIS system. It will take intonsideration European trends and policies in the
fields of infrastructure development, environmesimpetitiveness and cohesive communities.
An initial draft curriculum for the training prograne is in Annex 6. The annex is indicative, and
by no means final. It serves as a general framevorkfurther elaboration and clarification
through more comprehensive efforts aimed at devrdo training programme under this output
of the MSP.
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69. A team of 6 Bulgarian trainers will be selectedundergo the ToT programme at the
designated academic institution. An internationa#igognized certificate will be issued to the
trainers. Key people from MRDPW (e.g. Directorstlué 4 directorates) and SEA Department at
MOEW will also be trained, as they will be expectedform part of the team in charge of

adapting the ToT programme for broader delivery.

70. Once trained, this team (trainers, key MRDPW &EA staff, partnering academic
institution) will be responsible for designing aiting programme to be delivered to MRDPW
and SEA staff at central, regional and districtelev The participation of experts from the SEA
department in the design of the training progranmessential in order to ensure that SEA
procedures are adequately integrated. This wiliyin, ensure that MRDPW stalff is trained in all
requirements of the SEA so that incorporation oASEto regional development documents
would be seen as an integral rather than sepamatess.

Output 1.2 Key staff from MRDPW and MOEW is trainad integrate biodiversity, climate
change and land degradation objectives into thegjular work activities related
to regional development planning, implementatiod emaluation.

71. Staff from MRDPW'’s 5 Directorates and 3 ExeugtiAgencie§ and from MOEW'’s
SEA Department will be trained through the trainprggramme developed under Output 1.1. An
internationally recognized certificate will be igslito the trainees. Modifications to the
programme will be introduced based on feedback. tfdiring programme will be incorporated
into the National System of Vocational Trainingtbat it can continue to be offered to a broad
set of interested individuals even after projecinptetion. It is expected that once the pilot
demonstration of a regional development and spalda that mainstreams global environmental
issues in the pilot region and group of municipeditis successful, MRDPW will require
replication of this in other planning regions. Tthger with institutional changes proposed under
Outcome 2 of the project this will create a deméordacquiring a certificate from this training
programme, and, as with other courses offered uttdenational system of vocational training,
trainees will be expected to pay a fee for takimg ¢ourse, thus ensuring financial sustainability
of the training programme.

72. The estimated total staff to be trained is @iB86luded in these 130 trainees are staff at
NUTS 2 and NUTS 3 levels). This includes staff frMfRDPW'’s Strategic Planning of Regional
Policy Directorate (22), National Operational Peogme Regional Development Directorate
including its future 6 intermediate bodies (40xfsfrom MRDPW's Spatial Planning Directorate
(10), staff from European Integration and Coordorabf International Programmes Directorate
(10); staff from the Directorates for Technical Bsance, Coordination and Management of
Regional Programs and Projects (12); staff from NPRDs 3 Executing Agencies (30); and staff
from MOEW/ SEA department (6).

73. The training programme is expected to becomentdrest to a large group of
stakeholders once the MRDPW would require adeqimtgration of global environment
objectives into the regional development and spptémning documents (such as municipalities
and registered EIA/ SEA experts). The programmearket would grow significantly if
recognized as an important criterion for registgnvith the MOEW as an EIA/ SEA expert and
as an asset in hiring and evaluating staff perfocaaat the targeted 5 Directorates of the
MRDPW. It is also likely to be of interest to futuiStructural Funds potential beneficiaries.

" The 3 Executing Agencies of MRDPW — EA/PHARE, BB¥%IA, and EA/ROADS — are responsible for
implementing projects.
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Institutional changes required to ensure relevaarak sustainability of the training programme
will be addressed under Outcome 2.

Output 1.3  Set of uniform indicators and guidance for appiaatare established for
measuring the contribution of regional developnmalicy and spatial planning to
meeting global environmental objectives

74. The team of 6 trainers will identify a set nflicators that would be able to demonstrate
the contribution of regional development and spgianning to meeting the objectives of global
environmental conventions at the national, regiodatrict and municipal levels. This will be
created on the basis of the nascent indicator syster the national regional development
strategy and the indicators from the regional damslent plans and other documents, and will
draw on relevant EU Regulatidhguidance and experience of the GRDP project éaqgerience

of Puglia Region in Italy). Sustainability indicateystems of UN, EU countries, OECD and
others will be taken into consideration. A new lagé selected indicators related to the global
environmental conventions will be suggested andrimarated into the official methodology used
by MRDPW. An indicative conceptual approach to gmégion of global environmental
conventions into regional development planning tigto the introduction of appropriate
assessment indicators is provided in Annex 7. Timxis indicative, and by no means final. It
serves as a general framework for further elabmratand clarification through more
comprehensive efforts aimed at developing an indicaet related to the global environment
under this output of the MSP.

75. Data sources for indicators will be surveyed agngotiations with the most appropriate
data delivery institutions will be undertaken (paiity the National Statistical Institute).
Protocols for data delivery will also be developed.

76. In addition, the global environmental indicatand data set will be integrated into the
existing GIS on regional development. The necessaityvare will be purchased and developed
for ensuring that the GIS system is managed viartet, which is the optimal solution for
making it effectively available to all regional ddepment bodies and stakeholders. MRDPW has
already purchased GIS software and intends to dpubE system.

77. Guidelines on the use of the indicator systeithbe developed. This would not only
cover technical issues, but also recommendatiortsoandistricts and municipalities can deploy
their resources most efficiently to monitor indmat The guidelines will be issued as a separate
document and provided to all municipalities, dettadministrations, MRDPW relevant staff and
other key stakeholders in order to assist thensinguthe indicator system. The indicator system
and guidelines will be tested through the pilot Regl Development Plan under Outcome 3, and
modified if needed.

Output 1.5 A portal website dedicated to integration of bi@isity, climate change and land
degradation issues into development planning isatjpmal for all stakeholders
(government, NGOs, CBOs, businesses, academic asehrch institutions,
public)

78. A portal website will be developed (designiogllection of information, loading) as part
of the MRDPW website, focusing on practical inteigna of global environmental issues into
regional development. The website will be aimediifferent audiences — government, NGOs,

8 E.g. European Council Regulation # 1260/99 on afsmonitoring indicators in the programming and
evaluation processes for Structural Funds.
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CBOs, businesses, academic and research institugioblic — and at different levels — national,
regional, district, municipal.

79. The website will be regularly updated. Thedtrite and software design of the contents
management system will be agreed so that MRDPW diaf easily manage content. A protocol
for determining what information from the global@onmental indicator system can go on the
Internet and for loading the GIS access to thegbarebsite will be developed.

80. Information about the website and the procesifoeits update will be incorporated into
the training programme (Output 1.1 and 1.2) antladdlo be disseminated under the pilot project
(Outcome 3) to encourage municipalities to submddypractices information for uploading.

Output 1.6  Develop knowledge materials from extensive infoiorabn good practices from
Bulgaria, neighboring countries, EU and other regifor dissemination through
the portal website.

81. In addition to the information prepared as péathe training programme (Output 1.1 and
1.2), specific knowledge materials will be prepaf@ddissemination through the website aimed
for use by MRDPW structures, district administraipmunicipalities and other key stakeholders.
The key component of the knowledge materials wallgmod practices from Bulgaria. MRDPW

will contribute to the generation of such practieés resources from its EU-financed programs
(e.g., energy efficiency, renewable energy, comigagrosion, etc.).

82. Other guidance materials will also be adaptad Bulgaria (for example materials
available through the Greening Regional Developnf@nject) with special emphasis on global
environmental concerns. A comprehensive set oklaetiye requirements for integrating global
environmental objectives into regional developmaslicy and spatial planning will be compiled
and published. Finally, a compendium on “Good FaeliManagement Practices” on integration
of global environmental concerns into various typesusinesses will be developed.

OUTCOME 2: Institutional changes that support mainstreamingof global environment into
regional development and spatial planning are in @lce.

83. Through this outcome the project will addrasstiiutional-level capacity bottlenecks to
mainstreaming global environmental issues into amali development and spatial planning.
These primarily relate to the lack of institutionatentives that promote such integration and the
capacity within MRDPW to monitor, evaluate, adamgplicate and learn from the project’s
strategy of mainstreaming global environmental merations. It will also address the need to
establish the relevant functions/ tasks withinrédevant organizations that will ensure systematic
mainstreaming.

Output 2.1 Institutional improvements introduced at MRDPW &@EW (SEA) to sustain
the capacities developed through the training @rogne for the integration of
global environmental objectives into regional depehent and spatial planning

84. The need for introducing specific functions ¢ertain posts for systematic integration of
global environment into the planning process wid bxplored. Key decision makers from
MRDPW will be introduced to the “Environment Sustility Theme Manager Office” system
that is successfully operating in the UK for intggn of environmental objectives into
development policies, as an option for considenatip Bulgaria. This will be achieved through

° Such asThe Handbook on Environmental Assessment of Regieeelopment Plans and Structural
Funds Programs, DG Environment, September 1999
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twinning with the Greening Regional Development gPamnmes (GRDP) project, which is a
network of partners and associated organizationsn fnine EU Member States. A brief
description of GRDP and a proposed letter of comjiar are provided in Annex 8.

85. In addition, MRDPW will make adjustments to teff hiring procedure, staff job
descriptions, and staff evaluation procedures ®uenthat there are incentives for developing
and applying capacities related to integration lobgl environmental objectives into regional
development and spatial planning processes ahaild. Existing methodological guidelines on
implementation of RDA and TDA and criteria for rasce allocation from NOPRD will be
revised to explicitly refer to integration of gldbenvironmental issues. This work will be based
on skills acquired through the training programme.

86. Finally, the capacity of the MOEW (SEA Depantefor the development of
methodologies for assessing the environmental itngfgerojects on biodiversity, climate change
and land degradation will be enhanced. These methgies that are currently lacking under the
EIA practice in Bulgaria will be adopted by MOEW.

Output 2.2 Stakeholders have the capacity to monitor, evaluadapt, replicate and learn
from project strategy

87. The Project Management Unit (PMU) will be efisiied within MRDPW and will be
responsible for leading monitoring, adaptive managyg and evaluation of the project in close
coordination with MRDPW staff.

88. A dialogue will also be initiated with the Mayirag Authorities of the 4 other Operational
Programmes to share the experience of MRDPW in mgaikistitutional adjustments that better
enable integration of global environmental concémtheir work (Output 1.3). Based on these
discussions, a proposal will be developed for agrsition by the Council of Ministers to

introduce similar institutional changes in the Maging Authorities of the other 4 OPs (OP1:
Competitiveness and Employment, OP2: Human Ressu@ie3: Environment, OP5: Transport).

89. A Lessons Learned publication will be produéadwider dissemination in the region
and the GEF. Round tables will be held with donmrshare lessons and identify interest in
replication of the pilot region to other regionghim Bulgaria. Presentation and discussion of the
project's results and impacts will be undertakemodulgh a final conference and media
publications.

OuTCcOoME 3: Regional development plans and municipal-levelpatial development plans
are revised to integrate global environmental objeives in a pilot region or group of
municipalities through application of capacities dgeloped in Outcomes 1 and 2.

90. Through this outcome the project will be aldeptovide a hands-on demonstration of
how global environmental objectives can be integtanto regional development and spatial
planning. It will be able to test and apply the hoelologies, skills, knowledge, and information
management system developed under Outcome 1. Theigetion and technical inputs of the
project teams of UNDP/GEF projects (under develagnue under implementation) that are
active in pilot region will be sought, particulatlyeir technical inputs on how mainstreaming of
biodiversity, climate change and sustainable larmhagement can be achieved in the regional
development and spatial plans of this particulgiae of Bulgaria.

Output 3.1 The Regional Development Plan for the pilot plagniregion adequately
integrates biodiversity, climate change and largtagation issues
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91. Terms of Reference (ToR) for pilot testing thmject strategy for the Regional
Development Plan for the pilot region or municifiedi will be prepared The ToR will stipulate
that the regional team should be trained undetrttieing programme developed under Outcome
1 and that the team should have at least one EperexThe focus will be on assessing the
existing Regional Development Plan for the pilgfiom and development plans for municipalities
included in it from the perspective of integratiaf global environmental objectives and
suggesting its update. The ToR will require testifighe set of indicators and use of knowledge
materials developed under Outcome 1. The ToR wdb aequire application of extensive
stakeholder consultation process, especially with 3 district administrations and 22 local
authorities (municipalities). ToRs will also givpexial emphasis on assessing how the regional
development plan could encourage the use of mbdstd instruments in furthering the
objectives of the global environmental conventiddsce the pilot is successfully implemented,
these ToRs will be adopted by the MRDPW as thedstahToR for updating of all regional
development plans. Specific good practice exampfesiainstreaming global environment in
regional development for the pilot region will beveloped by leveraging MRDPW resources
under the EU cross-border cooperation projects.e@asn these ToRs and good practice
examples, the Regional Development Plan will beaigeal

Output 3.2 The master plan of 1 pilot municipality adequatétyegrates biodiversity,
climate change and land degradation issues

92. The project will consider better integrationgdbbal environmental objectives into the

spatial development plan of one pilot municipali®ne municipality will be selected for testing

the project strategy on the basis of willingnesautalertake the process, ability to contribute
financially, and importance of integrating globav&onmental concerns in the spatial plans of
the municipality. Once the pilot is successfullypiemented, the ToR used under the project will
be adopted by the MRDPW as the standard ToR foatiml of all spatial plans. Based on the
ToR, the spatial plan for the selected municipalitil be updated through an extensive
stakeholder consultation process.

Sustainability

93. The project’s fundamental approach to sustédinals to create incentives for continued
development and application of the capacities ageal by the project, through changes in the
terms of reference, job descriptions, and critéoiaresource allocation from NOPRD. These
measures are expected to create a “demand” fomliligy to integrate the objectives of the
Conventions in regional development and spatiahmifey and implementation. Through the
training of trainers programme and the knowledgeagament system, the project will be able to
create a “supply” of individuals capable of inteigrg global environmental issues into regional
development and spatial planning.

Replicability

94. The project will develop capacities for integrg the Conventions in the regional
development process and will test and apply thegpadities in the pilot planning region. The
project will develop the tools, methodologies amidgnce needed by MRDPW to replicate the
pilot region in other planning regions. It will aluild a dialogue with the Managing Authorities
for the other Operational Programmes on their lesgoom institutional and individual level
capacity building for mainstreaming global enviremtal issues as a model for the other
Managing Authorities.

19 Selection process and criteria of the pilot regaml municipalities for demonstration was descritved
para 63, Project Strategy.

47



95. MRDPW staff who we will be closely involved tine project and who will be trained in
integrating global environmental considerationseigional development are also members of the
working groups of all other National Operationabgiammes. Therefore, their participation in
these working groups will be an effective mechanienpromoting mainstreaming of the global
environment into the functioning of the other naéiboperational programs.

Stakeholder Involvement

96. During the PDF-A a comprehensive review of etmlkders was undertaken. See Annex 9
for a description of stakeholders. Key stakeholdgresentatives also participated in a project
development workshop in May 2005. Many of theséetialders have been involved in the
NCSA, and the proposed project will continue to tpphe same stakeholder involvement
processes.

Monitoring and Evaluation

97. Project monitoring and evaluation will be coata in accordance with established
UNDP and GEF procedures by the project team antUiieP Country Office (UNDP-CO) with
support from UNDP/GEF. Output 2.2 of the projedates specifically to monitoring, evaluation
and adaptive management capacities. The Logicahéwark Matrix provides performance and
impact indicators for project implementation alomwgth their corresponding means of
verification. These will form the basis on whictetproject's Monitoring and Evaluation system
will be built.

D - FINANCING

FINANCING PLAN (US DOLLARS)
Budget item GEF Cofinancing Total Cost
Outcome 1: Methodologies, skills, knowledge, and 256,000 772,000 1,028,000
information management system for mainstreaming
Outcome 2: Institutional changes that support 180,000 7,000 187,000
mainstreaming
Outcome 3: Demonstration in a planning region of 63,000 250, 000 313,000
group of municipalities
TOTAL 499,000 1,029,000 1,528,000
Percentage share 33% 67%)

INCREMENTAL REASONING AND COST EFFECTIVENESS

98. The project seeks to ensure that the sustaimEyielopment baseline -- which consists of
efforts being made by Bulgaria to align its indtilns and policy framework related to regional
development with EU requirements in anticipatiorebf joining the Union in 2007 — is extended

to include explicit attention to mainstreaming Barig's commitments under the UNCBD,

UNFCCC, and UNCCD in the formulation and impleméntaof regional development planning

documents. See Annex 3 for a summary of relevaselive initiatives. As a result of the NCSA

and PDF-A discussions, specific measures have mmtified that would ensure that the

legislative and policy framework, which in prinagpis highly supportive of mainstreaming local

and global environmental issues in developmentrfey; can be applied in practice.

99. The project seeks to realize cost efficientl@sugh its approach of simultaneously
addressing the integration of all 3 conventions Btilgaria’s regional development process. This
was identified by the NCSA as one of the primargamity building needs that are common to
realizing the objective of all 3 conventions.

48



CO-FINANCING

100. The cofinancing from MRDPW will mostly be oioted by leveraging resources from the
EU co-financed development and cooperation prograswell as by ensuring in-kind resources
for office premises and website creation and maaree. Some cofinancing is also expected
from the municipality that is selected for the pilievelopment of a spatial planning scheme that
integrates global environmental objectives. At stigge, however, the municipality has not yet
been identified. Based on initial discussions thé&esufficient ground to consider that
municipalities will provide cofinancing as they ackearly interested in participating in the
project. Furthermore, this has been included as ainiéne criteria for selecting participating
municipalities. The table below provides a breakadaifvcofinancing by source and type.

Name of co-financier Type Amount (US$) Status
MRDPW Cash 990,000 Letters attached in Annex 10
MRDPW In kind 29,000 Letters attached in Annex 10
Municipalities 10,000 To be determined
TOTAL 1,029,000

E - INSTITUTIONAL COORDINATION AND SUPPORT
CORE COMMITMENTS AND LINKAGES

101. One of the three pillars of the recently appdo UNDP Bulgaria Country Program
Document (CPD 2006-2009) is ensuring energy andramwment conservation for sustainable
development. The CPD refers to a successful NCS#cese, and emphasizes UNDP assistance
in further capacity building for meeting global @wmental obligations of Bulgaria. The CPD
specifically commits to promoting “policy shiftsrfdoetter compliance with EU environmental
standards and strengthen national institutionahcipto integrate the objectives of the three Rio

conventions into the development planning procesdl &evels™.

UNDP/GEF portfolio under implementation

102. Better integration of biodiversity into mumial development and spatial plans in the
Rhodopdandscape, integration of biodiversity conservaiitin farming and forestry practices,
as well as awareness raising on biodiversity valaes key objectives of the currently running
full size UNDP/GEF Rhodope Projecthe recently approved Sustainable Land Management
(SLM) Medium-Size projecaims to strengthen capacity of Bulgaria to implehtae UNCCD,
demonstrate options for working with farmers todapplication of innovative soil conservation
and integrated ecosystem management techniqueghieiropractices. The Rhodope and SLM
projects are linked well with core UNDP projectdiieh blend sustainable resource management
with agriculture, such as Sustainable Rural Develemt and Teams on Wheels. Small-scale
practical conservation projects on the ground mollv be a valuable complement to larger UNDP
and UNDP/GEF projects. This window is now availalleough the recently launched
UNDP/GEF Small Grants Program

103. The Rhodope project team participated in $alkier consultations on the proposed
crosscutting capacity building project, providingluable contribution to it, and building up links
between the projects that are expected to bringrgies especially through collaboration in
piloting ecological mainstreaming in one of therfPlimg Regions or a group of municipalities.

' Country Program Document for Bulgaria (2006-2008&m 6 Provisional Agenda of Annual Session
2005 of Executive Board of the United Nations Depehent Program and of the United Nations
Population Fund
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The active participation of the project managersonfoing GEF projects will be ensured,
especially in the region pilot (Outcome 3), so ttis project can benefit from their technical
inputs on how the global environmental dimensiomegfional development and spatial planning
can be improved.

UNDP/GEF portfolio under development

104. The proposed project complements a numbeNIDRJGEF initiatives at various stages
of preparation. ThePonor Grasslands Medium-Sizeroject proposal seeks to mainstream
conservation of high nature value grasslands intigddian agriculture, demonstrating impacts in
the field, and contributing to formulation of theafibnal Agri-Environmental Plan. Thelack
Sea Biodiversityproject proposal focuses on integration of concengut globally threatened
migratory birds into wind farm development and teor infrastructure along the Black Sea
Coast. MRDPW is considered to be one of the kekesialders for theBlack Seaproject.
Therefore, synergies between the Black Sea PDFIBremproposed project will be developed by
establishing and maintaining regular dialog betwserect teams and implementing partners.

105. Bulgaria is the only European representativthé team of 6 countries participating in
the Global UNDP/GEF Project olmcreasing Sustainability for Protected Areas Finay
(currently PDF B stage), which is looking into wagsimprove the current system of allocating
and managing Protected Area financing. Strengtigecapacity to promotEnergy Efficiency in
Buildingsis the objective of the coming Medium Size Projediich has direct relevance for
proper implementation of the UNFCCC in Bulgaria.

106. The proposed project goes beyond the scopmefconvention, and is an overarching
element for the above-described UNDP and GEF fivia currently on-going and planned. It is
targeting multi-convention capacity building, triaig and indicator systems, thus not fitting into
any of the focal area operational programs andegfi@priorities, while still proposing a most
relevant program of action for ensuring long-ternvinmental sustainability in Bulgaria.
Through the UNDP Country Office, all GEF and UND#®jpcts listed above are going to be
closely coordinated to avoid overlap and achieveiimam synergies. The UNDP office will
ensure that the project teams of UNDP/GEF initegtivthat are under development or
implementation are kept informed of this crossingticapacity building project, specifically the
potential it offers to mainstream global environt@érnissues into regional development and
spatial planning and how this can reduce threadsbarriers to biodiversity conservation, climate
change mitigation and adaptation, and sustainabld tnanagement.

CONSULTATION, COORDINATION AND COLLABORATION BETWEE N
AND AMONG IMPLEMENTING AGENCIES, EXECUTING AGENCIES , AND
THE GEF SECRETARIAT, IF APPROPRIATE.

107. The World Bank, by using GEF co-financing, lasently launched a multi-million
Bulgarian Energy Efficiency Fund (BEEF) to promdatgestment in energy efficient projects,
thus reducing greenhouse gas emissions. It hasbako working on development ofGreen
Investment Schemtor Bulgaria that would channel funds collected Bwlgaria through
emissions trading to environmental projects. UNBEB heen active in contributing to capacity
building on removal ofPersistent Organic Pollutantsas well as in practical activities for
removal of ozone-depleting substances (methyl tdejniA dialog will be established with these
activities through the UNDP office to ensure compdatarity and secure inputs as appropriate.
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PART Il — SUPPLEMENTAL ANNEXES (FOR TARGETED RESEAR CH
PROPOSALS ONLY)

Not applicable.

PART IIl - RESPONSE TO REVIEWS
A - CONVENTION SECRETARIAT
B - OTHER IAS AND RELEVANT EXAS
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ANNEX 1:

LIST OF RELEVANT LEGISLATION, PROGRAMMING

DOCUMENTS,

STRATEGIES

National legislation:

Regional Development Act;

Natural Resources Act;

Territorial Arrangement Act;

Waste Management Act;

Environment Protection Act;

Agricultural Land Conservation Act;

Protected Territories Act;

Small and Medium Enterprises Act;

Public Procurement Law;

Economic and Social Council Act

Law on International Agreements of Republic of
Bulgaria;

Economic and Social Council Act

Forest Restitution Act

Farmer Support Act

Forests Act

New Plant Varieties &Animal Breeds Protection Act
Hunting Economy and Game Animal Protection Act
Clean Air Act

Water Act

Agricultural Land Ownership and Use Act

Limitation of the Harmful Impact of Waste on the
Environment Act

Underground Natural Riches Act

Medicinal Plants Act

Civil Aviation Act

Law on the Maritime Spaces, Inland Waterways antisPo
of the Republic of Bulgaria

Railway Transport Act

Automobile Transport Act

Law of Amendments to the Road Laws

Law on the Protection of Competition

Law on State Aid

Law on Statistics

Law on Concessions

Energy Law

Energy Efficiency Act

ORDINANCE No. 2 of 10 January 2003 Regarding
Measurement of Vessels, Navigating Inland Waterways

ORDINANCE about Green Certificates Scheme
(pending)

Programming documents:

National  operational programme for  regional

development

National operation programme ‘Environment”

National operation programme “Competitiveness of
Bulgarian economy”

National operation programme “Transport”

National operation programme “Agriculture and rural
areas”

Planning documents:

National development Plan (under development)
Regional development plans (6 planning regionsgi¢an
development)

Municipal development plans - 264

Other policy instruments, strategies, requlations,
directions and instructions

Strategy for Administrative Capacity Development —
from Accession to Membership;

Strategy for the Participation of the Republic afidgiaria
in the European Union’s Structural Funds and Caimesi
Fund

National Strategy for Regional Development

District development strategies

Regulations for the organization and the activityhe
Regional Councils for Development;

Regulations for the organization and the activityhe
District Councils for Development;

Regulations for the organization and the activityhe
Directorates for Technical Assistance, Coordinasind
Regional Programmes and Plans Management;
Instructions for working out regional plans for
development;

Methodological directions for working out district
strategies for development;

Methodological directions for working out municipal
plans for development;

Methodologies on elaboration of planning and Spiate
documents

National Environmental Strategy and Action Plan
National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC)
National Energy Strategy of the Republic of Bulgari
National Program on utilization of Renewable Energy
Sources

National Program on Energy Efficiency and ActioarPI

International laws:

United Nation Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC)

Kyoto Protocol to the Convention (KP)

Other international documents:

Additional Info- Ch 21"Regional policy and Coordtitam

of Structural Instruments”

Lisbon Strategy

Gothenburg Strategy

Accession Treaty

Strategy for Accession of the Rep. of Bulgariath E

EU policy for sustainable development
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ANNEX 2: LIST OF INDICATORS USED FOR MONITORING REG IONAL

DEVELOPMENT
1. National Regional Development Operational Progna (2000(4)-2006)

Priority 1. Fostering of regional and local econond activity

Type Indicator Baseline value Source/ Target value
Availability
FM/
Resources Financing (EUR) - Budget/ 100%
Annually
Number of projects financed - Reports/ annually 0 12
Output i
p Number of new tourisf Reports/ annually| 180
products
Number of business Reports/ 80
organizations aided mid-term
Number of
companies -
Increase of the number ofincluded in gtatlSt,'[Cfl 10%
Result companies included, % business eports 0
Lo mid-term
organizations,
2001
Increase of the number )fN“”.‘ber of| Statistics/
tourists per regions, % tourists per| Reports/ 10%
' regions, 2001 annually
Increase of the number )fﬁ ;/eragecor;lltjrn;?tes Statistics/
contracts entered by . Reports/ 25%
companies, % entered in mid-term
Impact ' 1999-2001
o Average  value Statistics/ 0
Employment rate, % 1999-2001 Rgports/ 5%
mid-term
Priority 2. Improvement of business development relted infrastructure
Type Indicator Baseline value Source/ Target value
availability
FMm/
Resources Financing (EUR) - Budget / 100%
annually
Regional and local roads Reports/ 400
built/rehabilitated (km) annually
Electric and gas distribution Reports/ 150
systems built/rehabilitated (km) annually
Water&Sewerage systenys Reports/ 1000
built/rehabilitated (km) annually
- . Reported datd Statistics/
Output Digital telephone lines, % 2001 ' Reports/ 35%
annually
Statistics/
Increase of Internet users, numbeReported data, R ts/ 6 000
of 2001 eports
annually
Capacity of built/rehabilitated Reported datal Statistics/
water  discharge& treatmen 001 ' Reports/ 1 000 000 rh
facilities annually
Result Acce;sibility of busines$ ESS 60
locations
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Number of tourist locations with Reports/
. s - 220
improved accessibility Annually
Increase of business users |dReported data, Statistics/
e Reports/ 15%
electricity/gas, % 2001
annually
Number of companies with Reports/
improved water&sewerage- b 1200
. annually
services
Number of companies with Reports/
improved water&sewerage- b 50
. : . annually
services in the tourist sector
Reported datal Statistics/
Effluent waters treated, % 2001 ' Reports/ 80%
annually
. Statistics/
Reduction of water supply outageReported data, Reports/ 30%
time, % 2001 P °
annually
Number of companies using ICT - Reports/ 700
annually
- Statistics/
Traffic increase one year afterAverage value Reports/ 30%
completion, % 1999-2001 °b
mid-term
Improvement of energy Average  value Statistics/
. - Reports/ 20%
consumption efficiency, % 1999-2001 ;
mid-term
Water volume sold/consumegdAverage  value Statistics/
Reports/ 1500 000
after one year 1999-2001 ;
Impact mid-term
New jobs using ICT - Rgports/ 2 000
mid-term
New jobs in the tourist sector - Rgports/ 1800
mid-term
Statistics, Reg. Enw.
Reduction of surface waterAverage valug Depts./ 10%
contamination, % 1999-2001 Reports/ 0
mid-term

Priority 3. Develop

and the transition

to information society

ment of professional skills in spport of the economic activity at regional and loal level

Type Indicator Baseline value Source/ Target
availability value
Fin. memorandum/
Resources Financing (EUR) - Budget/ 100%
annually
L Reports/
Number of beneficiaries - annually 3 000
Number of joint i Reports/ 60
Output business/training R&D/ projects Annually
Increase of Internet users, Reported data, Statistics/
Reports/ 1000
number of 2001
Annually
: - Statistics/
Result Increase of spending on training, Reported data, Reports/ 15%
% 2001
annually
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Statistics/

Increase of corporate  Reported data, o
investments in R&D and ICT, % 2001 Reports/ 25%
annually
Number of companies/centres Reports/
. - 70
using ICT annually
Net increase of the no. of jobs, pr Reported data, Statistics/
: Reports/ 5%/ 2 500
preserved jobs, % 2001 :
mid-term
Impact Number of new products/ ) Reports/ 30
innovations mid-term
Number of new jobs using ICT - Reports/ 1000
mid-term
Priority 4. Development of cross-border cooperation
Type Indicator Baseline value Source/ Target
availability value
Fin. memorandum/
Resources Financing (EUR) - Budget/ 100%
annually
Number  of infrastructura i Reports/ 10
projects annually
Output Number of joint business i Reports/ 50
projects annually
Number of cultural exchange i Reports/ 30
projects annually
Number of locations with
. . Reports/
improved technical or eny. - 20
) annually
infrastructure
Result Increase of contracts signed, % - Reports/ 20%
annually
Number of built or upgraded i Reports/ 40
cultural sites/cultural events annually
Increased traffic of Reported data Statistics/
people/goods/ p2001 ' Reports/ 20%
services, % mid-term
Reported data Statistics/
Impact Number of new jobs created p2001 ' Reports/ 1000
mid-term
Increase of the number of Reported data, %2“22?:/ 15%
tourists, % 2001 ep 0
mid-term
Priority 5. Increasing the role of regions in regimal development policy formulation and implementatbn
Type Indicator Baseline value Source/ Target
availability value
Financing (EUR) - Fin. memorandum
Resources Budget/ 100%
annually
Number of training sessions - Reports/ 80
annually
Number of working meetings qf - Reports/ 240
the partners annually
Output Number of days for tech. -
: . ; Reports/
consultations in project 360
annually
management
Number of regional statisticians - Reports/ 80
trained annually
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Completion of planning and - Reports/
. 100%
programming documents, % annually
Reduction of projects rejected at - Reports/ 50%
Result primary evaluation phase, % annually
Number of statistical surveys/ -
. Reports/
evaluations  of  programme 60
d annually
ocuments
Partners’ awareness/ - Reports/
participation in regiona midr-)term 75%
programmes, %
Absorption  of the funds - Reports/
. : 70%
available, % mid-term
Impact Achievement of required staffing -
: Reports/
levels (in terms of count and : 80%
o N mid-term
qualification)
Sufficiency of regional databases - Reports, estimates
used for monitoring an made by experts/ 85%
evaluation, % mid-term

2. National Regional Development Strategy (2005-25)L

Overall goal: Achieving sustainable and balanceciigment of the Bulgaria’s regions

Objective No. 1:Achievement of a turning point in the regional elepment through investments in physical and

human capital and approximation to the averageldprent levels of the European Union
— Per capita GDP
— Growth rate of GDP and per capita GDP
— Employment level: total, men/women
— Unemployment level: total, men/women, young people
— Income levels

Objective No. 2Reduction of the interregional and intra-regiogiaparities through building upon the indigenous

potential at regional and local level

— Intra-regional disparities in the per capita GD¥elgas compared to the average for the planning
region and the national average in %);

— Intra-regional disparities in the employment lefa compared to the average for the planning
region and the national average in %);

— Intra-regional disparities in the unemployment lefes compared to the average for the planning
region and the national average in %);

— Intra-regional disparities in the income level ¢asnpared to the average for the planning region and
the national average in %);

— Coverage of the population in the 45-minutes isoigararound the major transport centers in the
planning regions in %;
— Access to broadband communications in %;

— Access of the population to permanent water suaptlydrinking water of the appropriate quality in
%;

Objective No. 3:Development of territorial cooperation for achreyiterritorial cohesion with the EU and good
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— Number of projects for cross-border co-operation
— Relative share of municipalities per different fiers involved in projects for cross-border co-
operation

— Number of projects for transnational co-operatiowhich Bulgaria is a party
— Number of municipalities and districts involvedprojects for transnational co-operation

— Number of projects for work in network and exchamjeexperience between regional and local
authorities

3. Major indicators for monitoring of the National Regional Development Strategy

PRIORITYNO.1: RAISING REGIONAL COMPETITIVENESS ON THE BASIS OF AKOWLEDGE- BASED ECONOMY

Specific objective 1: Development of research, technological developraedtinnovations in the regions

Number of newly established centers for reseaednology and innovations

Number of established technology parks and teclgydlicubators, which have obtained support

Amount of investments for development of technolpgyks and technology incubators and regional R&bters
(percentage of the total amount of investments)

Number of companies located in technology parkstedthology incubators

Total amount of investments attracted in the teldgoparks

Number of market-oriented research projects, whake obtained support

Percentage of successfully completed market-odemsearch projects

Number of Letters of Patent from developed inn@reti

Availability and development of a network for trégrsof knowledge and technologies from the R&D getd the
industrial sector

Availability of structures/programs for training émtrepreneur skills

Developed regional innovation strategies and progrior their implementation — number, territoriebpe.
Increase of the number of employed R&D personnainfper and percentage of the total number of empbire
that sphere, men/women)

Specific objective 2: Building of business networks and regional cluster

Number of created regional clusters and networks
Number of companies participating in regional @ust

Specific objective 3: Improvement of the access to and development ffrmmation and communications

technologies in the field of public services anel $ervices for SMEs
Number of digital telephone lines and increasedrcentage
Length of the installed broadband network (km)
Number of Internet subscribers per 1000 inhabitants
Number of newly created companies, which offer ises/related to information technologies (onling;agle) at
the regional and local level
Number of training courses on ICT
Number of training sessions (sessions x numbeaofdes) on ICT
Number of trainees (men/women) in ICT
Number of created interactive services with theafd€T
Number of Internet access centers for local leai$c
Number of the created online services and oppditgnilesignated for the benefit of schools, puipktitutions
and citizens
Number of the created online services and oppditgnidesignated for the benefit of SMEs (eTrade and
transactions, education and training, creatiorifférént types of networks)

PRrRIORITY NO. 2: DEVELOPMENT AND UPGRADINGOF THE INFRASTRUCTURE CREATING CONDITIONS FOR GROW
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Specific objective 1: Development and upgrading of the elements of thgional and local transport

infrastructure
Length (in km) of constructed or rehabilitated r@&lass B and Class C and municipal roads (pegerntathe
finished network)
Degree of completion of the network (percentage)

Length of the improved railway infrastructure, imtihg on the area of industrial zones of imporiadustrial
centers

Percentage of the population which has benefiteth improved transport accessibility
Number of jobs created or preserved as a respltapécts in the transport sector

Specific objective 2: Construction and improvement of the environmentatgrtion infrastructure

Number of constructed drinking water treatment fslan

Number of constructed urban wastewater treatmemts|

Percentage of wastewater subjected to primaryntiesatt

Percentage of wastewater subject to secondaryrteeat

Number of days with distorted water supply (per@@0useholds)

Percentage of households / manufacturing entegiffected by the abolishment of water rationing
Percentage of treated solid urban waste and bgildaste as compared to the norm requirements
Percentage of the population served by the comaleygstems for waste disposal

Areas (percentage of the total) threatened by@nqsiashing away, weathering or the result of huaxtivity)
Reinforced slides — number and area

Number of constructed new facilities for use oémiaitive energy sources and capacity in kW.

Specific objective 3: Improvement of the access to and building of negli@nd local business infrastructure

Number of constructed sites of the local and reglibmisiness infrastructure, which have receiveghatip
Number of SMEs which receive business services

Availability of a network for exchange of informati among the individual units of the local infrasture,
providing services to businesses

Area of the newly constructed infrastructure sitesupport of business @n

Percentage of satisfied beneficiaries (men/women)

PRIORITY N0O.3: RAISING OF THE ATTRACTIVENESS AND QUALITY OF LIFE INTHE REGIONS

Specific objective 1: Raising the attractiveness of the regions thrangastments in education

Number of employees patrticipating in training peogmes (type of programmes, duration)
Number of SMESs receiving financial support for tiag (scale, type of training, duration)
Number of joint projects between employers andesitsl

Number of new curricula oriented towards regiomal bocal labour markets

Number of regional information systems and netwdokgprofessional orientation and information
Number of PCs per 100 pupils in schools

Number of Internet places per 100 pupils in schools

Number of PCs per 100 students in higher educdtestablishments

Number of Internet places per 100 students in highacational establishments

Number of classes devoted to ICT (session x nummbteainees) in schools

Specific objective 2: Integration of the entire territorial communitytime labour market
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Number, relative share and indicators for changéh@ number of persons, who have undergone traiiming
entrepreneurship, skills upgrading, training in kagwledge and skills

Conducted active measures at the regional and lelwalir markets, including for underprivileged gosu

Number of ensured seats for skills upgrading atég@nal and local level, including for underplegied groups



e Undertaken and organized skills upgrading courseélearegional and local level, including for ungiévileged
groups

e Extended consultations and advice at the regiomlacal level, including for underprivileged graup

¢ Number of new jobs created at the regional and leval

Specific objective 3: Improvement of health care services
e Amount of new investments related to the healtle sgstem

e Number of new health care services at regionalecal level
¢ Number of people, who have obtained new accessatthhcare services

Specific objective 4: Preservation and valorization of nature and thti@l heritage

e Number of natural and cultural sites, which hawenreed support for preservation and exhibition
e Area of conserved and exhibited natural and culgites

e Renewed local cultural institutes

e Created new sustainable local tourism products

e Allocated for tourism facilities (R

e Number of new marketing initiatives / schemes fampotion of tourism as business

e Length of new / upgraded technical infrastructareupport of local tourism products

e Average number of visitors per day

PRIORITY NO. 4: INTEGRATED URBAN DEVELOPMENT AND UPGRADING OF URBANENVIRONMENT

Specific objective 1: Application of strategies for integer urban depeh@nt and improvement of the
competitiveness of cities
e Number of elaborated strategies for integratedudevelopment of large urban agglomerations

Specific objective 2: Rehabilitation and renewal of urban areas

e Number of supported projects for urban renewal

e Infrastructure constructed in cities

e Business activities / commercial sites accommodatéoe renewed quarter / zone

Specific objective 3: Strengthening of the “urban-rural” relationshipsa@mprovement of the socio-economic
integration
e Number of projects for strengthening of the relagluip between the city and its hinterland
e Number of inhabitants affected positively by prégefor strengthening of the socio-economic intégradf the
city and its hinterland

Specific objective 4: Promotion of environmentally clean public trangporities

e Number of projects for optimization of public tramst in cities

e Number of projects for promotion of the use of peibiansport in cities

e Percentage of transported passenger on the prasigptort (trolley bus, tramway, underground)

PrIORITY NO. 5: DEVELOPMENT OF CGOPERATION WITH THEEU REGIONS
Specific objective 1: Development of cross-border co-operation

e Number of projects for cross-border co-operatinoluding by major priorities

¢ Relative share of municipalities involved in prdgefor cross-border co-operation per frontiers
¢ Number of beneficiaries

¢ Relative share of target population affected bygurts for cross-border co-operation

Specific objective 2: Development of transnational co-operation
e Number of projects for transnational co-operatmmhich Bulgaria is a party

e Structure and scope of the projects for transnatioo-operation
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¢ Number of municipalities and districts involvedpirojects for transnational co-operation
e Total number of Bulgarian partners
¢ Number of beneficiaries

Specific objective 3: Networking and exchange of experience with theoRean regions
e Number of projects for networking and exchangexplegience among regional and local authorities

¢ Number of beneficiaries
e Number of built networks
¢ Relative share of local and regional authoritiedigipating in the built networks and exchange xgerience.

PrIORITY NO. 6: STRENGTHENING OF THE INSTITUTIONAL POTENTIAL AT THEREGIONAL AND LOCAL LEVEL FOR
IMPROVEMENT OF THE MANAGEMENT PROCESS

Specific objective 1: Capacity building and improvement of coordinatianthe regional and local level for
management of funding allocated under the EU Stradtunds
¢ Number of projects, which have obtained technisalstance for their preparation
e Number of people, who have undergone training fpacity building on project management and findncia
control
e Number of developed regional information systenmségpport of the management process

= Number of developed systems for monitoring of thglementation of the regional and local planningl an
programming documents

Specific objective 2: Support for building regional and local partnepshior development
Number of projects developed jointly by the regiamdministration, municipal administration, theyatie sector
and the non-profit sector (NGOSs)
Number of projects financed jointly by the regioadministration, municipal administration, the it sector
and the non-profit sector (NGOSs)
Number of employees who have undergone trainindesign, financing and management of joint projeats
on application of integrated development programmes

Specific objective 3: Upgrading of the services delivered by the rediand local administrations
e Number of employees of regional and local admiat&ins who have undergone management training

¢ Number of key services delivered at the regiondllanal level, which have received specific support
e Percentage of district and municipal administratidelivering “one counter” administrative services

Specific objective 4: Development of new approaches for promotion anecton of regional and local
development
e Number of persons, who have undergone trainingdpport of new management approaches at the reéginda
local level, including in innovations, regional stars, cross-border and transnational co-operation

e Number of introduced good practices of managemgotaaches at the regional and local level

4. Instructions for defining a system of indicatorsfor monitoring and evaluation of the National Regonal
Development Operational Program, Bulgarian Academyof Sciences, 2003

Resource indicators for the Environment:

1. Amount of money, spent on infrastructure upgradamgl environmental protectiorBource —National
Regional Development Operational Program, Admiaiste sources

2. Amount of money, spent on conversion to non-traddl energy source$ource —National Regional
Development Operational Program, Administrativerses, Ad hoc

3. Amount of money, spent on the development of emwrentally-friendly modes of transpoiource —
National Regional Development Operational Progr@mmninistrative sources, Ad hoc

4. Expenditure for innovations, environmentally-fribpdvaste water treatment technologies from smathao
settlements and places with high concentration BES Source —National Regional Development
Operational Program
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Impact indicators for the Environment:

1.

2.

3.
4.

Impact on the Environment — reduction of the palutand harmful emission§ource — National Statistical
System

Share of energy, produced with the usage of ga®rveaergy, wind, solar, geo-thermal energy, aretggn
generated by bio-mass, out of the total volumenefgy, used in the region

Environmental effect of the companies’ activitiesduced pollution)Source — National Statistical System
Improvement of the energy and water balance imebm®n,Source — National Statistical System

Result indicators for the Environment:

1.

2.

Number of customers to the new eco- and agro- sebgdource: Ad hoc, National Regional Development
Operational Program
Amount of treated waste waters;

Output indicators for the Environment:
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1.

2.

9.

10.

11.

Number and installed capacity of projects, usingn-traditional (/) energy source§ource —National
Statistical System, Administrative sources, Ad hoc

Number and size of the implemented projects, aiedonitoring and improving of the environmental
situation in the regiorSource: National Regional Development Operationalgfam

Number of small treatment plants and local purfara facilities built; Source - National Regional
Development Operational Program

Number of SMESs, consulted by experts in the spbérecology;Source- National Regional Development
Operational Program

Number of companies, receiving financial support tfee implementation environmental technologies or
development of eco-produc8purce- National Regional Development Operational Program

Number of implemented eco- and agro- tourist sclse@eurce- Ad hoc, National Regional Development
Operational Program

Capacity of the newly-built small treatment plamsd facilities; Source —National Statistical System,
Administrative sources

Newly- built sewers systems in human settlements Wéss than 10, 000 inhabitants — number, length,
capacity, funds sperSource -National Statistical System, Administrative sources

Number of certified under EMAS/ISO 140®9urce — Administrative sources



ANNEX 3:

SUMMARY OF RELEVANT BASELINE INITIATIVES

In the baseline scenario, without a GEF-suppontgériention, the following are activities that wike
underway aimed at strengthening the governancersyftr regional development planning.

INITIATIVES RELATED TO STRENGTHENING THE GOVERNANCEBYSTEM FOR REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLANNING

TABLE 1

Name

Preparing Central and Regional Structures of the Mnistry of Regional Development for
Managing future ERDF-type of projects and programs.

Objectives

» Strengthening institutional structures at centraél in order to achieve, upon accessior
sound and efficient management of EU Structural@oldesion Funds;

» Preparing the Bulgarian regional authorities fdeefve implementation of regional
development programs, thus ensuring more transpiararivement of the regions in
programming, implementation, monitoring and evaarabf EC assistance in line with th
partnership principle;

» Development of sound and effective co-ordinatiotwieen the central and regional
institutions in order facilitate the absorptiontieé future funding under EU Structural arn
Cohesion Funds.

e

Beneficiary

MRDPW

Duration

2004-2007

Budget

1,99LN EUR

Source of funds

EU PHARE 2003

Name

Pilot Integrated Investment Scheme for Regional Delopment Actions.

Objectives

» Creating the conditions for balanced endogenousldpment in the Bulgarian regions;
* Reducing intra-regional disparities in employméntpme and development
opportunities;
» Strengthening the administrative capacity for effecimplementation of regional
programs, thus ensuring strong input of the regiiniise program management cycle
taking place at national level.

Beneficiaries MRDPW
Duration 2005-2007
Budget 4,8 million EUR PHARE

1, 42 million EUR is national co-financing

Source of funds

EU PHARE 2003
State Budget

Name Support to Mobilizing the Bottom-up Development and Project Capacity as part of
Structural Funds Preparation in Bulgaria
Objectives » To support the institutional building of the Mimigbf Regional Development and Publig

Works, Ministry of Labour and Social Policy, Minigtof Finance and the Ministry of
Economy and to ensure a “quick understanding” bystiakeholders in order the Bulgari
obligations to be fulfilled as a member-countryted EU in respect of the regional polic
and coordination of the structural instruments.

» Technical Assistance is envisaged at stage | falyais and initiating of changes in the
existing strategic documents — district stratefpeslevelopment, regional and municipa|
development plans.

» In stage Il the projects for the different actiedtj included in the National Operational
Programme for Regional Development, will be estaddor the purpose of future
financing.

<D
5

Beneficiaries

MRDPW, Min of Labour and Social PgliMin of Finance, Min of Economy

Duration

End 2005 - mid 2008

Budget

Stage I: 2.55 ME; Stage Il: 6.72 ME

Source of funds

EWHARE — Economic and Social Cohesion
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TABLE 1

INITIATIVES RELATED TO STRENGTHENING THE GOVERNANCBYSTEM FOR REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLANNING

Name

Implementation of the environmental acquis at regioal and local level

Objectives

» The project proposed will contribute to the devetept and strengthening of the
administrative capacity at local level for effeetimplementation of national and EU
legislative requirements in the field of environmérhe stress is put on the planning an
programming process in the field of environmentichtwill contribute to the
improvement of overall planning process at loce¢lend will facilitate the
implementation process. A key sub-objective isetstithening administrative capacity o
the local Bulgarian authorities in development emglementation of municipal
environmental programs in accordance with the natiand EU environmental
requirements and improvement of the informationiesys and data exchange at local

f

level.
Beneficiaries MOEW
Duration 2006-2008
Budget 2 million euro

Source of funds
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ANNEX 4:

MAJOR OBJECTIVES AND PRIORITIES OF THE NAT

IONAL

DEVELOPMENT PLAN AND THE SECTORAL DEVELOPMENT STRAT EGIES FOR

THE PERIOD UNTIL 2013

Strategic and
planning documents

Objectives

Priorities

e Attainment and sustaining of high

Improvement and development of the basig

National economic growth through dynamic infrastructure.
Development Plan knowledge-based economy in conformity 4 pevelopment of human resources and
2007-2013 \éV'th tlhe principles of sustainable improvement of the social infrastructure.
evelopment. . e Improvement of the competitive capacity of
¢ Improvement of the potential of the human  py|garian economy.
capital and attainment of Ieve!s of e Sustainable and balanced regional
employment, income and social development
integration guaranteeing high quality of P ’ )
life. o Development of rural areas and agriculture
Medium-term objective (2004-2007) In_crease ¢ Income policy promoting employment.
Employment of employment and curtaiing of s  promotion of entrepreneurship and the smal
Strategy unemployment and medium-sized business for creation of
2004-2010 Long-term objective (by 2010): Increase of the more and better jobs.
active economic participation and the,  promotion of extension of working life and
labour potential of the population conducting a policy of ageing at work
Strategic sub-objectives: - e Improved workforce adaptability to the
* Increase of employment and curtailing of changing conditions in the economy.
unemployment ) ~ |  Increase of the human capital and activation
e Improvement of the quality characteristi¢s of the policy of life-long education.
of the workforce and increase of labor | | Development of a policy of equal
prodycﬂwty ] ) opportunities and a free, equally accessible
e Attainment of social cohesion and re- for all social groups labor market.
m:}eg;]atlonﬂc])f \I/ulncfrarllale soufal groups, | Development of the active policy on the labpr
War?iciagﬁonei}netﬁz Igbi?(r:r?;rkoert market, oriented towards integer socio-
P P economic integration of the underprivileged
groups in the labor market.
e Limitation and overcoming of the regional
disparities on the labor market.
e Creation of favorable environment and | e  Simplification of the administrative and
Strategy for conditions for development of a regulatory environment for operation of
Promotion of the competitive SME sector, expected to SMEs.
Development of accelerate the economic growth of the | o |mprovement of the financial environment.
SMEs country at sustained macro-economic | Support for innovations and technological
2002-2006 Stabl'lty.

development.

Provision of conditions for development of
SMEs in a regional aspect.

Integration of SMEs in the European context.
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Strategic and
planning documents

Objectives

Priorities

e Increasing of the competitiveness of

Foreign investments

Strategy on Bulgarian industry. This means building e  Technology parks
Innovations knowledge-based industry, i.e. e Incentives for entrepreneurship
introduction of new products, materials . . .
and technologies in manufacturing, e State prlgrltles in the field of smencg
management and services, developed on®  Formulation of a steady national policy
the basis of modern science and research. ~ CONcerning science
e Promotion of domestic and external
integration of research institutions
e Development of new mechanisms for
efficient financing of science and scientific
research
Goal: To raise the competitiveness pfe  Upgrading of the administrative and
Strategy on Bulgarian economy and achievement of a  regulatory environment for promotion of
Promotion of stable and sustainable economic growth investments
Investments through promotion of investments. e Improvement of the financial environment f
2004-2010 Objectives: investors

e Decentralization and improvement of the
opportunities for attraction of investmentt
at the regional and local level

e Improvement of the quality and efficienc
of services provided by the transport
infrastructure at the national, as well as
the regional and local level

e Creation of conditions for economic
growth and increased employment on th
basis of the development potential of the
regions

Development of the technical infrastructure

Regional policy aimed at promotion of
investments

Support for investments in innovations and
high-tech activities

Improved quality of the workforce
Investment marketing

pr

National strategy for
environmental
protection
2005-2014

Long-term strategic goal: To improve the
quality of life for the population throug
provision of a healthy and favorab
environment and preservation of the ri
nature heritage on the basis of sustaing
management of the environment.

Objectives:

e Provision of water of good quality and in
adequate quantity for all applications

e  Approximation of the norms for quality o
the air in the “hot” human settlements

e Preservation and extension of the areas
good quality of the environment

e Closer integration of the environmental

policy with the policies for development
of the economic sectors

e Protection of the nature heritage and
sustaining of the rich biodiversity

e Ensuring conditions for the
implementation of the EU environmental
legislation and international conventions

e Improvement of the waste management

e Reducing noise

e Broader participation of the general

[ )
h
Co
ch
ble

public in the environmental problems’

To ensure good state of the surface, groun
and coastal waters;

To improve as a matter of priority water
supply and the quality of drinking water for
the population;

Rational use of water resources by the
economic sectors and society at large;

To reach the standards in the areas with
deteriorated quality of atmospheric air;

To improve waste management;

To reduce noise pollution in human
settlements;

To develop sustainable environmentally-
friendly urban transport systems;

To protect biodiversity;

To ensure sustainable use of bio-resources;

To reduce pollution and prevent future
harmful impacts on the environment by
industry and the energy sector;

To apply environmentally-friendly
practices in agriculture and the
environmentally clean land areas;

’
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Strategic and

planning documents Objectives

Priorities

solving

OBJECTIVES OF THE EU STRUCTURE FUNDS

Objectives of the Structure Funds

Objectives of the Structure Funds

development is lagqing behind.These are regions, who

objective is directed towards investments in proidnc
infrastructure and activities related to protectioh the
environment, tourism, SMEs ...

Objective 2 (territorial): Contributing to the economic

and social conversion of regions in structura
difficulties: Economic restructuring in the event of loss
traditional activities in industrial, urban, rurahd fishery-
dependent regions, mainly in the following fieldsade,
tourism, services, etc.

Objective 3 (thematic): Supporting the adaptation and

training and employment. Adaptation and upgrading
the systems for education, training and employmifiet:
long education and training; active policy on tlhédur

of social integration and equal opportunities foenmand
women, ethnic groups, the handicapped, etc.

2000-2006 2007-2013
Obijective 1 (territorial): Promoting the developmert | opjective “Convergence and competitiveness'This objectivel
and  structural adjustment of regions whose

GDP does not exceed 75% of the EU average. | e

upgrading of the policies and systems for education

market for combating long-term unemployment; praorof

will be addressed to acceleration of convergencéhé leas
S&eveloped Member States and regions through imprene of
conditions for growth and employment; increased
improvement of the quality of investments in phgbiand
human capital; development of innovations and afotkledge
economy”; adaptability to economic and social cle
protection and improvement of the environment, &=l \as
improvement of administrative efficiency.

‘? is objective shall be priority for the Community.

Objective “Regional competitiveness and employment This
objective will exclude the least developed regiamsl will be
oriented to strengthening the regions, their coitipehess and
attractiveness, as well as employment through iatimvs ang
3promotion of the “knowledge society”, entreprendips
protection of the environment, improvement of asi®kty to
transport and communication services, adaptabibfy the
workforce and businesses.

Objective “European territorial co-operation” : It will provide
support for harmonious and balanced developmerthefEU
territory, cross-border activities, trans-nationab-operation
networking and exchange of experience among rebiand

g

local authorities.

Major ob]ectlves_ogéri% Lisbon Strategy Major directions of the Lisbon Strategy

1. To create a dynamic and knowledge=irst direction: Second direction: Strengthening of
based economy Implementation of economic reform and the European social mode|

| d and preparation of the transiton to a|through investment in the human

* ustanabie sconomis growth | Knowledge-based saciety capital

6 priorities: 5 priorities:

3. Torestore full employment, to 1. Europe —information society for all 1. European social model — new
reduce unemploymentto the levels , - estic market — improvement of the knowledge and ?ki"S; flexibility
achieved by the most advance economic environment, competitiveness of the_ workforce; more ;
countries : . L sustainable and “active” socia|

and innovations, minimization of protection

4. To upgrade the systems for social transaction costs of business, intellectpal
protection property, dismantling of cross-border | 2. Employment — Restoration of

barriers, further construction of the full employment

Major indicators for achievement of energy market and the air transport . .

the Lisbon objectives 3. Education and professional
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Average annual economic growth
rate — 3%

R&D expenditure — 3% of the GDP

Total employment rate 70%; femal
employment rate 60%

At least 85% of the population age
20-24 to have graduated secondar]
school

market

Financial services — integration of the
financial markets; reduction of

administrative barriers; integration of t
market for financial services and capit

Entrepreneurship and innovation —
support for SMEs and procurement of
risk financing for them

European research space — developm|
of R&D activities and technology
developments; establishment of cente
for top achievements; high-tech
communications networks; incentives
the field of taxation; patent legislation
and risk financing; promotion of the
mobility of research fellows

Review of the Community financial
instruments with a view to their re-
location

ne

training — adaptation of
elementary, primary and
secondary education, life-long
education; investment in human
capital; access to Internet; new
generation of teachers

Social cohesion — overcoming
of isolation; sustainable incom
for the retired; stable
environment for the elderly

D

New dynamics of the social
dialogue — on all aspects of the
knowledge-based economy and
the social policy
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ANNEX 5:

LOGICAL FRAMEWORK MATRIX

To embed global environmental concerns into the presses of regional and local development, and sgaiplanning in Bulgaria.

Project Goal

Objective/ Outcomes Indicator/ Scorecard Basdline Target Sources of [ Assumptions and
verification Risks

Project Objective: The agenda for mainstreaming GE into RD is beginh 3 Independent GOB remains

To build capacities for mainstreamirjgeffectively championed evaluation committed to

global environment  into  the Scorecard: integrating

formulation and implementation qf 0 -- There is essentially no mainstreaming agenda; global

regional and local development, Asl -- There are some persons or institutions act environmental

well as spatial planning policies.

pursuing a mainstreaming agenda but they have dffec
or influence;

2 -- There are a number of champions that drive
mainstreaming agenda, but more is needed;

3 -- There are an adequate number of able "charsp
and ‘"leaders" effectively driving forward
mainstreaming agenda

considerations
into  regional
development
and spatial
planning
processes.

MRDPW remains

the key
responsible
Ministry  for
implementing
the RDA and
TDA

MRDPW and

MOEW
continue to
cooperate
closely to
ensure
appropriate
integration  of
environmental
issues in
regional
development
planning
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Objective/ Outcomes Indicator/ Scorecard Basdline Target Sources of | Assumptions and
verification Risks
OuTcoME 1: Overall there are adequate skills for mainstreantfgy| O 3 Independent mid: MRDPW and
The methodologies, skills, knowledgg,nto RD at all levels in the MRDPW and MOEW term and final MOEW are
and information management systenScorecard: evaluation wiling to put
for mainstreaming global 0 -- There is a general lack of skills for mainatréng in place
environmental considerations into theGE into RD; institutional
formulation, implementation  anfl 1-- Some skills exist but in largely insufficientantities incentives  to
evaluation of regional developmentto guarantee effective planning and implementation; encourage staf
and spatial planning policies are [n2 -- Necessary skills exist but are stretched atcasily to acquire and
place available; apply skills
3 -- Adequate quantities of the full range of skil related to
necessary for effective mainstreaming of GE into &8 mainstreaming
easily available of GE in
regional
There are appropriate systems of training, mergpand | 0 3 Independent midt development
learning in place to maintain a continuous flownafw term and final planning
staff evaluation Adequate access t
Scorecard: necessary dat
0 -- No mechanisms exist; can be
1 -- Some mechanisms exist but unable to develop effectively
enough and unable to provide the full range oflskil facilitated
needed; Cooperation  ang
2 -- Mechanisms generally exist to develop skilled links can be
professionals, but either not enough of them oblent established
cover the full range of skills required; with other
3 -- There are mechanisms for developing adeqgpate countries in the|
numbers of the full range of highly skilled regitra region and
development planners capable of integrating GEessu beyond to tap|

e
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Objective/ Outcomes Indicator/ Scorecard Basdline Target Sources of | Assumptions and
verification Risks
Set of indicators that assesses impact of Regipr@lrrent indicator| By project end,| Annual progresq into  existing
Development and spatial planning documents |@et does not there is  a| report of PMU experience and
achievement of global environmental conventjomclude global| comprehensive knowledge.
objectives environmental set of indicators|
performance that can be usegl
indicators to assess impagt
of development]
and spatial
planning at
regional, district
and municipal
levels on the
achievement of
BD, CC, LD
Convention
objectives
Access to data for reporting on the global envirental [ MRDPW staff | MRDPW  staff | Annual progresg
performance indicators have limited | have full accesg report of PMU

access to data

to data needed
for reporting on
progress in
terms of impact|
on global
environment
convention
commitments

Institutions have the information they need to dmve
implement and monitor regional development stra(
plans that integrate GE issues.

Scorecard:

0 -- Information is virtually lacking;

1 -- Some information exists, but is of poor qyadihd of
limited usefulness and difficult to access;

2 -- Much information is readily available, mostbf

good quality, but there remain some gaps both alityu
and quantity;

3 -- Adequate quantities of high quality up to d
information for mainstreaming GE into RD is widelgd

ate

easily available

3

Independent

evaluation

final
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Objective/ Outcomes Indicator/ Scorecard Basdline Target Sources of | Assumptions and
verification Risks

Civil Society monitors the effect of regional dey@nent| 1 3 Independent fina)

planning on BD, CC and LD concerns in the pilotioag evaluation

or group of municipalities

Scorecard:

0 -- There is no dialogue at all;

1 -- There is some dialogue going on, but not ewlider

public and restricted to specialized circles;

2 -- There is a reasonably open public dialoguegon

but certain issues tend not to be discussed;

3 -- There is an open and transparent public disddg

about the effect of RD planning on achievement B&f G

objectives
OUTCOME 2: Human resource performance management systems @re 3 Independent finddl MRDPW  views
Institutional changes that support geared to encouraging development and applicatfon o evaluation PMU and its
mainstreaming of global acquired mainstreaming skills functioning as
environmental into regional Scorecard: an integral part
development and spatial planning ar¢ 0 -- Job requirements and performance management of its
in place. systems do not explicitly mention mainstreamindjski operations.

1 — There is indirect reference to importance | of MRDPW staff can

mainstreaming environmental and GE consideratiang i be vocal

RD planning; proponents  off

2 — Few job descriptions and performance assessment mainstreaming

directly emphasize mainstreaming skills with theging GE in their

scope for extension; interaction

3 — Explicit emphasis on mainstreaming skills i fal with other

relevant job descriptions and performance assedsmen Managing

Individuals are highly motivated for mainstreamiG | 1 3 Independent midt Authorities

considerations term and final (through

Scorecard: evaluation participation in

0 -- No motivation at all; Working

1 -- Motivation uneven, some are but most are not; Groups).

2 -- Many individuals are motivated but not all;

3 -- Individuals are highly motivated
OUTCOME 3: Model regional development and spatial developmeptiiot region’s RDP| By project end,| Independent final Capacity
Regional development plans apdlocuments are submitted for approval by the res@e¢tor municipalities| revised planning evaluation development
municipal-level spatial developmentbodies in charge of approving them. development and documents are measures  for
plans are revised to integrate global spatial plans dq submitted for mainstreaming
environmental objectives in a pilgt not explicitly take| approval GE include
region through application  of account of GE appropriate
capacities developed in Outcomes| 1 issues staff from the
and 2. SE region.

71



ANNEX 6: DRAFT CURRICULUM FOR THE TRAINING PROGRAMM E TO BE
DEVELOPED UNDER THE PROJECT **

TRAINING PROGRAMME

INTEGRATION OF RIO OBJECTIVES INTO REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT POLICY AND SPATIAL
PLANNING IN BULGARIA

Since 1997, the principles of sustainable development have occupied a central position in the EU Treaty. In its aspiration
for EU accession, Bulgaria has undertaken to apply these principles in its overall policy and body of law.

STRENGTHENING THE CAPACITY OF MRDPW TO INTEGRATE GLOBAL ENVIRONMENTAL OBJECTIVES INTO THE
REGIONAL AND LOCAL DEVELOPMENT POLICIES AND PRACTICES, AS WELL AS INTO SPATIAL PLANNING
DOCUMENTS.

FIRST MODULE - Basic knowledge
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT PRINCIPLES AND THEIR IMPLEMENTATION IN REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT POLICY AND
SPATIAL PLANNING.

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT - HISTORY, DEFINITIONS, PRINCIPLES, MILESTONES

1. The road to Rio

- First World Conference on Environment — 1972, Stockholm

- Commission Bruntland — 1983

- Report “Our common future” — 1987

- Preparation for Rio — 1989

2. World summit on environment — Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) - Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 3 -
14 June 1992

- The Rio Declaration on environment and Development

- "Agenda 21"

- Statement of Principles for the Sustainable Management of Forests

- Commission on Sustainable Development

3. “Agenda21”

Agenda 21 is a comprehensive plan of action to be taken globally, nationally and locally by organizations of the United Nations,

Governments, and Major Groups in every area in which human impacts on the environment.

3.1. Social and economic dimensions:

- Demographic dynamics and sustainability

- Protecting and promoting human health conditions

- Promoting sustainable human setflement development

- Integrating environment and developmentin decision-making

3.2. Conservation and management of resources for development

- Protection of the atmosphere

- Integrated approach to the planning and management of land resources

- Combating deforestation

- Promoting sustainable agriculture and rural development

- Conservation of biological diversity

- Protection of coastal areas and rational use and development of their living resources
- Application of integrated approaches to management and use of water resources

- Environmentally sound management of solid wastes and sewage-related issues

2 The annex is indicative, and by no means finaettves as a general framework for further elatmadnd clarification through
more comprehensive efforts aimed at developinginitrg programme, which is one of the main linadivities under the MSP.
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3.3. Strengthening the role of major groups

- Recognizing and strengthening the role of indigenous people and their communities
- Strengthening the role of NGOs as partners for sustainable development

- Local authorities' initiatives in support of Agenda 21

- Strengthening the role of business and industry

- Scientific and technological community

- Strengthening the role of farmers

3.4. Means of implementation
Financial resources and mechanisms
- Transfer of environmentally sound technology, cooperation and capacity-building
- Science for sustainable development
- Promoting education, public awareness and fraining
- Institutional arrangements
- Legalinstruments and mechanisms
- Information for decision-making

4. The World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) held in Johannesburg, South Africa from 26 August to 4
September 2002.

Johannesburg Summit 2002 — the World Summit on Sustainable Development — brought together tens of thousands of participants,

including heads of State and Government, national delegates and leaders from non-govemmental organizations (NGOs),

businesses and other major groups to focus the world's attention and direct action toward meeting difficult challenges, including

improving people's lives and conserving our natural resources in a world that is growing in population, with ever-increasing

demands for food, water, shelter, sanitation, energy, health services and economic security.

5. UN-HABITAT - United Nations Human Settlements Program

The United Nations Human Settlements Programme, UN-HABITAT, is the United Nations agency for human settlements. It is
mandated by the UN General Assembly to promote socially and environmentally sustainable towns and cities with the goal of
providing adequate shelter for all.

The main documents outlining the mandate of the organization are:

- Vancouver Declaration on Human Settlements

- Habitat Agenda

- Istanbul Declaration on Human Settlements

- Declaration on Cities and Other Human Settlements in the New Millennium

6. "Capacity 21” Program — Bulgarian case

- Strengthening the capacity of local authorities and different community groups to participate in the development of their
municipalities

- Elaboration of local strategies for sustainable development (Local Agenda 21), including analysis of present situation, vision,
strategy for development and action plan

- Demonstration projects as initial steps of the implementation of the strategy for sustainable development

- Sustainable Development Educational Strategy

- Popularization of SD principals and ideas by Bulgarian Central and Local Mass Media

- Motivate the public for participation in the SD process

7. Millennium Development Goals - Bulgarian case

EC priorities and action on the way toward 2015 — goal 7: sustainable development

- Integrate environmental issues in the political dialogue

- Incorporate sustainable management of natural resources, including biodiversity, in development cooperation programs

- Strengthen mutually reinforcing economic, employment, social and environmental policies

- Carry out Sustainable Impact Assessment for each major negotiation and propose flanking measures to enhance positive
impacts and mitigate negative impacts.

- Enhance corporate social and environmental responsibility both at EU level and internationally.

- Pursue efforts to meet the 2010 EU and WSSD targets to stop / reduce the decline in biodiversity

- Pursue efforts to ensure the sound management of chemicals throughout their life cycle in the EU and at global level.
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Questions, discussion

THE RIO CONVENTIONS: COMMITTING TO SUSTAINABILITY

Key outcome of the 1992 Earth Summitin Rio were three international environmental agreements which define specific government
commitments towards the following issues: biodiversity; climate change; desertification.

1. The United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity (UNCBD)
Date of adoption — 1992, Entry into force - 1993

Aims; Obligations; Procedures; Challenges & Follow-up

UNCBD makes commitments to integrate the sustainable use and conservation of biodiversity into national, regional and local

decision-making, including:

- Scientific and technical cooperation: including access to and fransfer of biotechnology.

- Regulatory measures on access to genetic resources and confrol of risks derived from organisms modified through
biotechnology.

- Natural resource management — establishment of protected areas and rehabilitation, restoration of degraded ecosystems and
threatened species.

- Shared benefits from genetic resources: recognizing national sovereignty and ensuring access to biological resources is based
on “mutually agreed terms” subject to “prior informed consent”.

- Traditional knowledge: recognition of the role of indigenous and local communities, ensuring that such groups receive a share
in the benefits obtained from their use and conservation, further to ‘respect, preserve and maintain” their knowledge and
practices.

- Provision of financial resources: targeted to CBD related activities.

2. The Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety

Date of adoption — 2000, Not yetin force

The Protocol establishes a regulatory framework to control the harm arising from Genetically Modified Organism (GMOs) on
biodiversity and human health.

Questions, discussion
Links: www.biodiv.org

3. The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNCCC)
Date of adoption — 1993, Entry into force - 1994

Aims; Obligations; Procedures; Challenges & Follow-up

The overarching aim of the Framework Convention on Climate Change is to stabilise the concentrations of Green House Gases in

the atmosphere that are related to human induced interference with the climate system. UNFCCC party commitments include:

- National inventory: presentation of a national inventory of emissions

- Implementation programmes: formulate national and regional programmes with measures to mitigate climate change,
incorporating principles of “common but differentiated responsibilities” according to economic and political situations.

- Cooperation: a joined-up approach is vital to reduce GHG emissions, including action relating to transport, energy, industry,
agriculture, forestry and waste management

- Industrial responsibility: industrial countries bear greatest responsibility to carry out the agreement as the principal GHG
emitters, including technology transfer and financial commitment

4. Kyoto Protocol
Date of adoption — 1999, Not yetin force

The Protocol commitments include:

- Targets: a 5% reduction on 1990 levels by 2008 -2012

- Establish new financial mechanisms: an Emissions Trading System, a Joint Implementation mechanism between countries in
the OECD and economies in fransition countries (so called “Annex | countries”) and Clean Development Mechanism for
projects between Annex | countries and developing countries (“non Annex | parties”).
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- The Kyoto Protocol shall enter into force on the ninetieth day after the date when not less than 55 Parties to the Convention,
incorporating Annex | Parties which accounted in total for at least 55 % of the total carbon dioxide emissions for 1990 from that
group, have deposited their instruments of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession. Annex 1 countries include
developed countries and countries with economies in fransition who are typically the largest contributors to CO2 emissions.

Questions, discussion
Links: www.unfccc.int

5. The United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD)
Date of adoption — 1994, Entry into force - 1996

Aims; Obligations; Procedures; Challenges & Follow-up

The Convention seeks to not only tackle the impacts of desertification but also to mitigate the effects of droughts. Under the

convention desertification refers to dryland areas vulnerable to over-exploitation and inappropriate land-use as a result of poverty,

political instability, deforestation, overgrazing and bad irrigation.

Affected countries are to address the causes and establish strategies to tackle desertification:

- Facilitate awareness and participation in local communities

- Enhance legislation

- Provision of substantial resources and promoting access to technology

- Introducing their own strategies in combating the effects of desertification, including enhanced hydrological capabilities, policy
frameworks, participation and regular review processes

Questions, discussion
Links : www.unccd.int

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT INSTRUMENTS - THEORY + PRACTICAL EXAMPLES (EU)

Principles for Sustainable Development should be integrated in the legislative framework, institutional building and development,
strategic planning and co-ordination, co-operation, partnership between State and Local authorities, civil society representatives
and business. Crucial instrument for planning, monitoring and implementation are indicators for SD. All instruments will be analyzed
and presented in the light of SD.

1. Legislative framework — hamonization with EU legislation

- Regional Development

- Spatial planning

- Cadastre and property register

- Housing

- Technical infrastructure — road and water sector

- Landuse

- Environment

- Forestry

- Agriculture

- Biodiversity

All will be presented in the light of its contribution to the implementation of Sustainable Development and Rio conventions. The
follow up discussions may focus on considering the strengths and if any weaknesses.

2. Institutions — national, regional, local

Presenting them only in terms of how they contribute or not to SD and Rio conventions.
- Administrative capacity building

- Integration between the different levels of administration

- Co-ordination

3. Sustainable development strategies:

The idea is to present examples of sfrategic planning documents in EU countries and Bulgaria aiming incorporation of regional
development and spatial planning management the spirit of SD and Rio conventions. Some of those strategies are in the agenda of
the Government.

- National Sustainable Development Strategy
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- Local Sustainable Development Strategy (Local Agenda 21)

- Integrated Coastal Zone Management Strategy

- Mountain Areas Management Strategy

- Strategy on the sustainable use of natural resources

- Thematic Strategy on the prevention and recycling of waste

- Thematic Strategy on the Sustainable Use of Pesticides

- Sustainable water management and river basin management

4. Co-ordination, co-operation, partnership - state and local authorities & civil society representatives + business

5. Indicators for SD (Monitoring and evaluation)
Overall outlook into the indicator systems available world wide (e.g. UN, UK, efc.). The role of the indicators systems. Focus on
indicators related to the three Conventions.

EUROPEAN UNION TRENDS AND POLICIES IN THE FIELDS OF REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND SPATIAL PLANNING -

INTEGRATING THE SUSUTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT

The need to integrate sustainable development concerns into other EU policies has been acknowledged since the Single European

Act. In addition, the fifth environmental action program has established this objective as a priority.

In this document the Commission has set out guidelines which will enable the environmental dimension to be properly integrated

into other policies:

- integrating the environment into all activities by Community institutions;

- areview of existing policies;

- introduction of strategies for action in key areas;

- drafting of a Council report for the Vienna European Council on how the environmental dimension has been successfully
integrated into other policies of the Member States;

- definition of priority actions and mechanisms for monitoring implementation;

- review by the European Council of environmental integration into sectoral policies;

- ajoint study by the Council, Parliament and the Commission on the development of mechanisms for implementing these
guidelines and for monitoring their implementation.

1. Lisbon strategy, Gothenburg strategy

1.1. Lisbon Strategy:

In March 2000, EU heads of state and govemment agreed on an ambitious goal: making the EU "the most competitive and dynamic

knowledge-based economy in the world, capable of sustainable economic growth with more and better jobs and greater social

cohesion".

In particular, it was agreed that to achieve this goal, an overall strategy should be applied, aimed at:

- preparing the transition to a knowledge-based economy and society by better policies for the information society and R&D, as
well as by stepping up the process of structural reform for competitiveness and innovation and by completing the internal
market;

- modernising the European social model, investing in people and combating social exclusion;

- sustaining the healthy economic outiook and favorable growth prospects by applying an appropriate macro-economic policy
mix.

The European Council of March 2005 called upon the Commission, the Council and the Member States to relaunch the Lisbon
strategy by refocusing on growth and employment in Europe, in accordance with the Commission’s proposals1. As a follow-up, the
Commission recently adopted a proposal for the first integrated guidelines for growth and jobs for the period 2005-2008. These
guidelines will serve as the basis for Member States to draw up their first National Reform Programmes by this autumn. This Staff
Working Paper follows the announcement made in the integrated guidelines adopted by the Commission last 12 of April and serves
the main purpose of providing guidance to Member States in drawing up their respective national reform programmes in particular
in terms of structure and content.

http:/leuropa.eu.int/growthandjobs/keylindex_en.htm

1.2. Gothenburg strategy
The fransition towards more Sustainable Development is a sfrategic goal for the European Union. This is a long-term process
requiring structural changes in our economy and society, but also in the way we develop and implement policies. In order to
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succeed, this will require the active participation of all sectors and groups (Community institutions, the Member States, the private
and the non-governmental sectors and local authorities).

In June 2001, the European Council at Géteborg discussed a strategy for Sustainable Development proposed by the European
Commission (“A sustainable Europe for a better world: A European strategy for Sustainable Development’) This strategy proposed
measures to deal with important threats to our well being, such as climate change, poverty, and emerging health risks, which had
been identified in a consultation paper in March 2001. The EU is also committed to promoting Sustainable Development at the
global level. A second paper covering our extemal policies was adopted by the Commission in February 2002, adding a global
dimension to the EU strategy (“Towards a global partnership for Sustainable Development’). This was an important Community
input to the World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg.

http://lwww.europa.eu.inticomm/sustainable/pages/document en.htm/

2. Agenda 2000:

On 26 March 1999, at the Berlin European Council, the Heads of Govemment or States concluded a political agreement on Agenda

2000. Agenda 2000 is an action programme whose main objectives are to strengthen Community policies and to give the European

Union a new financial framework for the period 2000-06 with a view to enlargement. It was launched in 1999 in the form of twenty

legislative texts relating to the following priority areas:

- continuation of the agricultural reform along the lines of the changes made in 1988 and 1992, with a view fo stimulating
European competitiveness, taking great account of environmental considerations, ensuring fair income for farmers, simplifying
legislation and decenfralising the application of legislation (Agenda 2000 — A CAP for the future)

- increasing the effectiveness of the Structural Fundgincluding the European Social Fuh@nd the Cohesion Fund by
greater thematic and geographic concenfration of projects on specific objectives and geographical areas and thus improving
management

- strengthening the pre-accession strategy for applicant countries by setting up two financial mechanisms: a pre-accession
structural instrument (ISPA) to support improved transport and environmental protection infrastructures and a pre-accession
agricultural instrument (SAPARD) to facilitate the long-term adjustment of agriculture and the rural areas of the applicant
countries. ISPA and SAPARD complement the actions of the PHARE programme;

- adopting a financial framework for the period 2000-06 in order to enable the Union to meet the main challenges of the
beginning of the 21st century, in particular enlargement, while ensuring budgetary discipline.

3. New Cohesion Policy 2007 — 2013 (Third Cohesion Report)

The Commission adopted a proposal on 10 February 2004 for the budget of the enlarged European Union1 of 27 Member States
for the period 2007-2013.This is an important decision, the Commission taking the view that Union’s intervention in a number of key
policy fields required strengthening. In particular, the Commission decided that an ambitious cohesion policy should be an essential
element of the total package. Importantly, in the new budgetary structure, the Commission maintains the view that cohesion policy
should be allocated a single, and fransparent, budgetaryheading which is essential in order to provide the certainty and the stability
necessary for the planning of the next generation of national and regional multiannual programmes. of the European Union that
explicitly addresses economic and social inequalities. It is thus a very specific policy involving a transfer of resources between
Member States via the budget of the European Union for the purpose of supporting economic growth and sustainable development
through investment in peopleand in physical capital.

4. 5t European Environmental Action Programme

The general approach and strategy of the Fifth Environmental Action Programme , which was approved by the Council and the

Representatives of the Governments of the Member States on February 1 1993, differed from previous programmes. As its title

"Towards Sustainability' implies, the programme set longer term objectives and focused on a more global approach. In the light of

the Fifth Environmental Action Programme the features of sustainability are:

- to maintain the overall quality of life;

- to maintain continuing access to natural resources;

- to awoid lasting environmental damage;

- to consider as sustainable a development which meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future
generations to meet their own needs.

5. 6t European Environmental Action Program

Decision No 1600/2002/EC /OJ L 242 of 10/9/2002/. The new programme identifies four environmental areas to be tackled for
improvements:
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- Climate Change

- Nature and Biodiversity

- Environment and Health and quality of life
- Natural Resources and Waste

6. NATURA 2000

Natura 2000 is a European network of protected sites which represent areas of the highest value for natural habitats and species of
plants and animals which are rare, endangered or vulnerable in the European Community. The term Natura 2000 comes from the
1992 EC Habitats Directive; it symbolizes the conservation of precious natural resources for the year 2000 and beyond into the 21st
century. Scotland’s Natura 2000 sites will help to protect these important areas now and for generations to come. The Natura 2000
network will include two types of area. Areas may be designated as Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) where they support rare,
endangered or vulnerable natural habitats and species of plants or animals (other than birds). Where areas support significant
numbers of wild birds and their habitats, they may become Special Protection Areas (SPA). SACs are designated under the
Habitats Directive and SPAs are classified under the Birds Directive. Some very important areas may become both SAC and SPA.
Establishing the Natura 2000 network is the primary purpose of the Directives, but they also make other provisions, including
measures for the protection of habitats and species outwith the site network.

7. Thematic Strategy on the Urban environment

On 11 January 2004, the Commission adopted Communication COM(2004)60 "Towards a Thematic Strateqy on the Urban
Environment" which sets out the Commission's ideas for the Thematic Strategy on the Urban Environment due in summer 2005.
The Communication sets out the problems and challenges facing Europe's urban areas, focusing on 4 priority themes. These
themes, selected in conjunction with stakeholders, are:

- urban environmental management,

- urban fransport,

- sustainable construction and

- urban design.

The themes are cross-cutting in nature and have sfrong links with many environmental issues. They offer the greatest scope to
make progress in improving the quality of the urban environment and have a strong influence on existing environmental obligations
such as on air quality.

The Thematic Strategy on the Urban Environment is one of the key actions outlined in the Sixth Community Environment Action

Programme.

IMPLEMENTATION OF COMMITMENTS AND REQUIREMENTS MADE IN THE ACCESSION NEGOTIATIONS BY BULGARIA
IN THE FIELD OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

All positions and engagements of the negotiation chapters below are somehow linked to SD. Knowledge in this sphere is important
for practical implementation of the requirements for SD in regional and spatial planning.

Chapter 9: Transport policy

Particular attention needs to be paid to completing the legislative alignment, in particular in aviation, as well as to strengthening the
maritime safety authoriies and their independence. Attention needs to be paid to strengthen administrative capacities so as to
ensure full enforcement of legislation, to implement investment plans, in particular as regards road infrastructure, and to improving
the airport security situation and the maritime safety record.

Chapter 13: Social policy and employment

Attention needs to be paid to ensuring full fransposition and implementation of the acquis in the areas of labour law, health and
safety at work, public health and anti-discrimination and to strengthening the administrative capacity of relevant bodies, including
the General Labour Inspectorate.

Chapter 14: Energy

Attention needs to be paid to the progressive building up of oil stocks, the preparation for the intemal energy market and the
implementation of a policy on energy efficiency/renewable energy. The active promotion of energy efficiency and the use of
renewable energy sources need to be continued through appropriate measures.

Bulgaria has accepted and addressed all the recommendations contained in the 2001 Council Report on Nuclear Safety in the
Context of Enlargement and its subsequent 2002 Peer Review Status Report. Bulgaria has respected early closure commitments
for Kozloduy NPP units 1 and 2. Bulgaria continues to provide relevant information through formal and informal contacts and in the
framework of PHARE-funded nuclear safety project activities.
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Chapter 16: Small and medium-sized enterprises
Attention needs to be paid to improve the business environment including the simplification of regulatory procedures, in
strengthening administrative structures and in improving the coordination of SME Policy implementation.

Chapter 21: Regional policy and co-ordination of structural instruments

Particular attention needs to be paid to strengthening the administrative capacity at central, regional and local level and to
completing the delegation of tasks to intermediate bodies, which are areas given rise to concern. Particular attention needs to also
be paid to financial management and control as well as public procurement. Particular efforts are needed to meet the very tight
timetable as regards the programming process and to building up of an efficient project pipeline in all sectors.

Chapter 22: Environment

Bulgaria is meeting the majority of the commitments and requirements arising from accession negotiations in the area of
environment. However, delays have occurred in the transposition of the horizontal acquis (EIA), air quality, waste management,
GMOs, noise and radiation protection.

Urgent attention needs to be paid to the completion of the transposition process and to the implementation of the transposed
legislation. Establishment of the necessary implementation & enforcement structures needs to be completed, including further
strengthening of their administrative capacities. Standards — ISO 14000, ISO 9000 (environment quality, quality of products,
recycling of wastes, efc.) Lisbon strategy — Bulgarian case.

Chapter 23: Consumers and health protection

Bulgaria is meeting the majority of the commitments and requirements arising from the accession negotiations in the area of
consumers and health protection. However, delays have occurred in the area of non-safety related measures in terms of
transposition.

Attention needs to be paid to the completion of the legislative alignment and to enhancing administrative capacity to ensure a
functioning market surveillance mechanism. Attention needs to also be paid fo the promotion of independent, representative and
effective consumer organisations.

Chapter 28: Financial control
Attention needs to be paid to ensuring the protection of the EC financial interests as well as to further legislative adjustments in the
area of intemal financial control. Relevant institutions need to be strengthened.

Chapter 29: Financial and budgetary provisions

Bulgaria is generally meeting the commitments and requirements arising from the accession negotiations in the field of financial and
budgetary provisions.

Continued attention needs to be paid to develop an adequate level of administrative capacity and on properly calculating the own
resources to be confributed to the EU budget.

ASSESSMENT OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVES IN BULGARIA - ANALYSIS OF THE COUNTRY’S

PROGRESS TOWARDS SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT - ACHIEVEMENTS, CHALLENGES, AND RECOMMENDATIONS

FOR THE FUTURE PROGRESS

1. Laws, policies, strategies, programs, and plans in the context of the sustainable development concept and the
international commitments of the country

- Lawon Access to Public Information

- Law on Territorial Planning

- Law on Regional Development

- Law on Energy and Energy Efficiency

- Lawon Water Resources

- Law on Protection from the Harmful Impact of Chemical Substances and Products

- Lawon Protected Territories

- Law on biodiversity — Action plan on biodiversity protection; Natura 2000- Steps for the establishment of Natura 2000 in
Bulgaria

- Law on Energy efficiency

- Lawon Limiting the Harmful Impact of Waste on the Environment

- Lawon Forestry

- The Law on Farmland Conservation
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Law on Air Quality
Law on Medicinal Plants
Ordinance N 4 on Environmental Impact Assessment

Regulations:

on the rules and procedures for issuing integrated permits for construction, operation of new and for the operation of existing
industrial installations and facilities (Dir96/61/EC,Decree of the COM No 62, 12.03,2003);

on the Organization of the National Scheme for environmental management and audit(EC Reg/761/2001, Decree of COM No
61,12.03.2001)

Regulation No 3, 15.05.2003 on the Organization of the national eco-labeling scheme(Regulation EC//1980/2000

Strategies, developed under the responsibility of the MRDPWq freating the “sustainable development’ issue (National
Regional Development Strategy, Strategy on Development of the Water Supply and Sewage System in the R of Bulgaria,
National Housing Policy Strategy of the R of Bulgaria, National Programme for Housing Refurbishment/Renovation in the R of
Bulgaria,

Each legislative act will be presented in the light of its contribution to the implementation of Sustainable Development and Rio
conventions.

Intemational conventions and treaties Bulgaria is a party to

Aarhus Convention

Basel Convention on Confrolling Transboundary Relocation and Safe Disposal of Hazardous Waste
Convention on Biological Diversity

Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Wild Species

Convention on Combating Desertification

Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context

Convention on Protection of the Black Sea from Pollution

Framework Convention on Climate Change

Vienna Convention on the Protection of the Ozone Layer

Wetlands protection

To what extent the legislative or regulatory framework, as well as institutional capacity, enable or hinder the effective
implementation of SD initiatives

Impact of sustainable development initiatives on different stakeholders
Public administration

State and local authorities

NGOs

Business

Media

Mechanisms for coordinating the participation of different stakeholders in the planning and implementation of the
initiatives for sustainable development

Recommendations on how to improve the process of planning and setting the specific objectives of the country in
terms of protecting the environment and addressing problems in the economic and social spheres

PLANNING PROCESS IN BULGARIA - LEGISLATIVE FRAMEWORK, INSTITUTIONS, MECHANISMS FOR CO-ORDINATION
AND IMPLEMENTATION

1.

N RON
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Chapter 21: Regional policy and co-ordination of structural instruments - requirements
Regional Development Act

Spatial Planning Act

National Strategy for Regional Development

National Development Plan

National Regional Development Operational Program

Regional Development Plans

District Development Strategy

Municipal Development Plan



10.

Ex-ante evaluation

SECOND MODULE - practical skills
INTEGRATING GLOBAL SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT INTO BULGARIAN REGIONAL POLICY, SPATIAL AND
URBAN PLANNING.

MRDPW

MRDPW - structure, polities, priorities, partners
Regional policy

Physical (spatial) planning policy

Cadastre

Housing policy

Water sector (infrastructure)

State property development

Concessions

Roads (hay motor ways)

Coastal zone management — Beaches

Mountain areas development

Decentralization and cooperation on regional and local level
Effective use of pre-accession instruments

To what extent the global sustainable development concept is integrated (or should be integrated) in the structure, policies and
priorities of the Ministry.

2.

Integrating global sustainable development concept into the legislation work and documents issued by the Ministry,
conceming urban environment and regional development

Legislative Framework — integrated approach regional policy and spatial planning

Fulfilling the requirements under Chapter 21 “Regional Policy and Coordination of Structural Instruments”

Improvement of the mechanisms for more effective implementation of the pre-accession instruments.

Adoption of a new structure, in compliance with the EC requirements, for the successful implementation of all project
management cycle components: programming, financing, implementation, monitoring and evaluation.

Capacity Building at central, regional and grassroots level

3. Incorporating the mandates of the UNCBD, UNFCCC, and UNCCD into the regional development and spatial planning
processes. Methodology on utilizing the designed under the project indicator system for the planning purposes.
Strategic planning

National Strategy for regional development
District Development Strategies and spatial planning schemes (NUTS 3)

Planning and programming

National Operational Programme for Regional Development
Regional development plans
Municipal development plans

Spatial planning

National Spatial Strategy
Sectoral Spatial Strategies
Municipal Spatial Scheme
Urban planning documents

Prionities actions considering:
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water supplying and sewerage in inhabited areas

decreasing of urban pollution

improving of the urban structure area and the physical urban environment
economic development area

social development field

management of the settlements and municipalities

capacity and insfitutional development establishing



5.
Link
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This is the core section of this module. It will be designed as to include examples for practice and tasks for group work (either
based on hypothetical case studies or practical examples brought in by participants). The section will be based on the
Methodological Guide produced under the project core of which is the indicator system for measuring the contribution of
regional development and spatial planning towards the achievement of global environmental objectives. It will be organized in
the following sub-sections:

a) Proposed steps for the integration of Global Environment Conventions (GEC) into regional development and

spatial planning

Determining key env/SD issues, objectives and indicators for the relevant document
Assessment of current situation
Integrating GEC into development objectives and priorities
Integrating GEC into proposed measures
Assessment of cumulative impacts of the entire plan on specific issues arising from GEC
Integration of GEC into monitoring system
Recording the process

b) Relationship of the proposed integration steps to regional development planning and formal SEA processes
e Linkages between programming, proposed integration mechanism and formal SEA processes
e  Optimal management of the process

c) Caseexamples
e Relevantexamples from Bulgaria (pilot test in the selected planning region or group of municipalities under
the project)
e Relevantexamples from other countries

Integrating global sustainable development concept into the regular work activities
legislation, regulations

orders, rules, guidelines, instructions, methodologies

correspondence

distribution of information

co-ordination

decision making

Skills development on using GIS system

ages between the indicator system and GIS. GIS pros and cons. Practical skills on using GIS.



ANNEX 7: CONCEPTUAL APPROACH TO INTEGRATION OF GLOB AL ENVIRONMENTAL CONVENTIONS
(GEC) INTO REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLANNING IN BULGARI A"

Introduction

The proposed framework and tools is derived froenfdnithcoming handbook on for integration of enmimental issues into regional development
programs through SEA of programming documents fdr&ructural Funds in 2007-2013. This handbookuisently being prepared within the
GRDP project and is likely to be officially endodsiey the European Commission (DG Environment andRZGional Policy) by the end of 2005.

The proposed tools presented in this material ddrivm this forthcoming framework. They are howesadapted for the specific implementation
needs of the global environmental conventions (GEB@Mulgaria addressed within the proposed GEFegtdjintegrating Global Environmental
Issues into Bulgaria’s Regional Development Prdcess

The following set of tasks and tools is suggested:

Determining key issues, objectives and indicatorsbnsideration of GEC in the planning process
Evaluation of past trends and their future develeptmvithout the programming document
Integration of GEC into development objectives pridrities

Integration of GEC into proposed measures

Assessment of cumulative impacts of the entire plaspecific issues arising from GEC
Integration of GEC into monitoring system

AN .

It should be noted that the proposed tools argydesdi as internal tools to facilitate integrationGEC issues within the actual elaboration of region
development plans and spatial plans. However,riatarse of these tools is not their only applicatinformation generated and analyses performed can
be provided to related evaluations of regional tgvaent plans (e.g. SEA and ex-ante evaluationd)séengthen their application.

This proposed framework and detailed tools willfimalised and detailed during the implementatiorttef GEF project. At this point, thespecific
linkages to relevant evaluations in the planning.(8EA and ex-ante evaluations) will be specifigther.

Acronyms

GEC — commitments under global environmental cotives

% The annex is indicative, and by no means finaetves as a general framework for further elamraind clarification through more comprehensivieres
aimed at developing a set of indicators for thégl@nvironment, which is one of the main line af\dties under the MSP.
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Overall approach to the integration of commitmentsunder global environmental conventions (GEC) into fanning process

Usual steps in the planning Recommended corresponding tasks to integrate commients Possible links  to other
process under global environmental conventions evaluations (SEA or ex-ante
(detailed steps to be specified f Analytical tasks Consultations with environment; evaluations)
regional development plans a authorities and the public
spatial plans separately)
Determination of the specificDetermining key issues, objective€onsultations with environmentallTo be elaborated during th
focus of the planning process and indicators for consideration pauthorities project
GEC in the planning process Recommended consultations with
public concerned
Analysis of current situation Evaluation of past trends and theifo be elaborated during theTo be elaborated during th
future development without theproject project
plan
Proposed development detailethtegration of GEC inta To be elaborated during theTo be elaborated during th
development  objectives  andlevelopment objectives  andoroject project
priorities priorities
Proposed measures Integration of GEC into proposedilo be elaborated during theTo be elaborated during th
measures project project
Assessment of cumulative impacts
of the entire plan on specific issues
and indicators
Proposed management system | Integration of GEC into reviewTo be elaborated during theTo be elaborated during th
and selection criteria for specificproject project
implementing projects
Proposed monitoring system Integration of relevant GECTo be elaborated during theTo be elaborated during th
indicators into monitoring system| project project
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1. Determining key issues, objectives and indicateffor consideration of GEC in the planning process

Aim:
e To identify key relevant objectives and indicators
e To identify data availability (temporary dimensi@patial dimension)

Commentary:

Proper establishment of key issues, objectivesirdidators for consideration of GEC in the regioplainning is one of the most important tasks

within need to involve through review of the folling documents:

- the text of relevant conventions and any intermati@ction plans that have been prepared/adoptabdi implementation

- national transposition of these conventions andreatipnal action plans for their implementation agplorting mechanisms for the
conventions - NBSAP (BD), National Report to UNCQID), National Communication to UNFCCC (CC)

- national/sub-national policy and planning documéinés address issues related to conventions butcaneecessarily conceived as their
implementing plans (e.g. State Environmental Polidgtional Sustainable Development Strategy, EnBalicy, Transport Policy, etc.)

This process should involve thorough consultatiaite key authorities, academic institutes and osstakeholders concerned with the practical

implementation of GECs. The following steps areisaged:

- listing all possible issues, objectives and indica{making a long list)

- selecting key issues, objectives and indicatorsegional development (making a short list)

- determining procedure for their further adaptatiod use in the specific planning processes (ergsthit selected issues, objectives and
indicators are relevant for the nature of the dfmeplanning process and key development issuextiiy the concerned territory or
development sector)

The remaining tasks (tasks 2,3, etc.) outline bssipproaches to practical use of these issugeties and indicators in the planning processes
for regional development.
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Table outlining this task on the hypothetical Glative) example

Issues Corresponding objectives| Reference Indicators (or at least well formulated | Data sources on Are data spatially
arising established by the GEC, their| point specific questions) to analyze likely impact{ past trends and| located (for possible
from GEC | national transposition or of the planning document on the objectives| their likely | use in the GIS)
relevant planning documents future evolution
Examples of possible convention-specific issuegatlves and indicators
Biodiversity | Increase the total protectedNational - Decreaselincrease of protected areas gnState off Data available in
area by 15 fold, especiallyBiodiversity their buffer zone (ha and degree of Environment proper format
coastal and wetland protectedConservation| protection) Report
areas by 2010 Strategy - Rehabilitation/ loss of bio-corridors (km
and regional importance of bio-corridors)
Climate Decrease the total aggregatedNational - Likely changes in total aggregated emissipigiate of| Not relevant
change emissions CO2 by 25 % by ygaaction plan| of CO2 till 2020 Environment
2020 in comparison with yearfor Kyoto Report
2000 Protocol
Desertificati | Decrease total area of pollutgdNational - Total area of polluted and degraded land Reseaprhject| Data available in
on and degraded land to 10% hySust. Dev XXX proper format
2015 Strategy
Examples of possible cross-cutting issues, objestand indicators that relate to implementatiooaniventions
Env. Triple number off Industrial - No of employees in enterprises with certifido central| Not relevant
management environmentally certified policy EMS system or other acknowledged certifigategistry — datal
businesses by 2012 (eco- tourism, organic agriculture, etc.) available through
registers for
certification
schemes
Energy Double renewable sources |dflational - energy generated through solar, windgnergy Yearbook Data available — m
energy by 2015 Sust. Dev| biomass energy sources (MW) be transformed intg
Strategy GIS

ay
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2. Evaluation of past trends and their future devapment without the programming document

Aim:

¢ To identify and present information on the statéhefenvironment and natural resources of a region

¢ To identify the positive and negative interactitvesween these trends and the main developmentséttie programming document.

Table outlining this task on the hypothetical Glative) example

Relevant objectives | Indicators Summary of current trends and their likely evolution if the plan was not| Comparison with other
implemented countries (if relevant)
Increase the total - Decrease/increase| Natural ecosystems that may be declared as coaathlwetland protected Not relevant

protected area by 1,5 of protected areas | areas have decreased by 30% over the past 10 yeédss. the most
fold, especially coastgl and their buffer important bio-corridors that connect them have bdamaged.
and wetland protected zones

areas as compared- Rehabilitation/ loss| This trend may at best be stabilized in the neye&érs but the targeted
with 2005 of bio-corridors increase of protected areas is not likely be adktiewnainly because of
already approved aquaculture and port developments.

Decrease the totdl- Total aggregated | .... Yes, EU average
aggregated emissionls  emissions of CO2
CO2 by 25 % by year
2020 in comparisor
with year 2000

Decrease total area gf- Totalareaof | ...... Not relevant
polluted and degraded  polluted and

land to 10% by 2015 degraded land

Double renewable - energy generated | .... Yes, OECD average
sources of energy through solar, wind,

biomass energy
sources (MW)
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3. Assessment of development objectives/priorities

Aim:

e To ensure that environmental objectives are fultggrated in the proposed development objectivdganorities for assisted regions

Table outlining this task on the hypothetical Glative) example

Relevant GEC objectives Indicators Proposed development objective # 1 Proposed Proposed
(e.g. Improve transport infrastructure) development development
objective 2 objective 3
Increase the total protected- Decreasel/increase of Locate all new transport infrastructure...... | .......
area by 1,5 fold, especially protected areas and their | outside natural or semi-natural marine and

coastal and wetland protects
areas as compared with 2005

d buffer zones

- Rehabilitation/ loss of
bio-corridors

wetland ecosystems and their buffer zone

Ensure that new infrastructure does T
damage existing bio-corridors.

S

Decrease the total aggregatg

emissions CO2 by 25 % hy

year 2020 in comparison wit
year 2000

»d  Total aggregated
emissions of CO2
h

Adopt measures to regulate road freight &
individual car use.
infrastructure always supports
transport and rail freight transport.

pub

Ensure thTt
|

Double renewable sources
energy

of energy generated throug
solar, wind, biomass
energy sources (MW)

hConsider impact of proposed transp
infrastructure on development of alternati
energy sources

Proposed reformulations of
development objectives

Develop energy-efficient transport systen
that improves mobility and decreases

environmental pressures from transport
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4. Assessment of proposed measures

Aim:
e To assess the environmental implications of proppaseasures on relevant GEC objectives and indator
Legend:
Impact character Symbols | Explanation
. Il Almost certain
Probability ] Probable
- Large scalg@ositive
Scale - Positive
++ Large scalmegative
+ Negative
Erequency/duration >> Frequent to Constant / Long-term to Permanent
q y > Occasional / Short-term
- IR Irreversible
Reversibility R Reversible
T_ransb(_)undary TR Possible transboundary impact
dimension
> Possible impact totally depends on the implemematarrangement

Uncertainty

described in our accompanying comments.
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Table outlining this task on the hypothetical Glative) example

Development objective # 1: Improve transport infrastructure
Measure # 1.1: Develop new port facilities in XYZ

of

er

ng
nt

ot
S.
d

Relevant GEC Negative impacts Positive impacts Comments
objectives and| Sym- Summary description: Sym- Summary description:
indicators bols bols
- Decreaselincrease gf ! Almost certain large scale negatiye - - If port moves to XYZ_A, only 6 ha
protected areas and - permanent impact on 15 ha pf wetland would be lost. Consid
their buffer zones >> | wetland in AAA. Irreversible. compensating this loss through a man-
IR made wetland along river XXX.
- Rehabilitation/ loss ! Probable large scale negative - - Investigate the possibility of expandi
of bio-corridors - impact on river XXX that serves as reviver-banks to allow for developme
> a regional bio-corridor. It may be a of wetlands and mangroves.
R | short-term and reversible impagt
when accompanied with proper
mitigation and compensation.
- No of employees in - - ! It is promised that port Make sure this happens
enterprises with + operator will have certifieg
certified EMS system > EMS and will provide
or other acknowledged facilities for emergency
certificate treatment of oil-spills
- energy generated ? This proposal may limit future ? This proposal may - if Ensure that port developments will r
through solar, wind, development of off-shore wind properly designed +prevent future off-shore wind-farm
biomass energy farms if no consideration is given o support future developmeniConsider possible combing
sources (MW) this issue. of off-shore wind farms. development of off-shore wind-farr
together with port facilities.

Recommended changes to the measure
(Alternative locations, alternative technologiesatiernative sequencing/timing)

The action should be reformulated to “Develop new @rt facilities in XYZ_A and compensate for the los®f natural habitat”.
Due to likely significant environment impacts, thismeasure should not be included among priority pragcts.

Conditions for implementation

(specific conditions for implementation, prelimigadvice on the scope of any environmental assegsvheetailed project proposals)
The project must have EIA which should investigatehe following issues ...(this can summarize key concerns and proposals).
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5. Assessment of cumulative impacts of proposed nmaes
Aim:

e To assess the likely cumulative implications ofgeed measures on relevant GEC objectives anchiodic
¢ To analyse individual assessment in one contexaajust them as neccessary

Table outlining this task on the hypothetical GHative) example

Relevant GEC objective and indicator:
Obijective: Increase the total protected area bydlch especially marine and wetland protected sissacompared with 2005
Indicator Decreasel/increase of protected areas and theertmdhes

Summary of current trend and its likely evolution if the plan is not implemented

Natural ecosystems that may be declared as marchevetland protected areas have decreased by 36f4hm/past 10 years. This trend may be gradually

reverted in the next 5 years but the targeted @&saeof protected areas is not likely be achievethlyjndecause of already approved aquaculture
developments, industrial zones, hydro-power-plantstransport infrastructure

Expected impacts of relevant measures included ifé plan

Measures Negative impacts Positive impacts Comments
Symbols Summary description: Symbols Summary description:

Develop new port!! Very probable large scale If this facility moves to XYZ_A,

facilities in XYZ - negative permanent impact on 15 only 6 ha of wetland would be
>> ha of wetland in AAA impacted. This loss can bhe
IR Irreversible. compensated through a mad-

made wetland along river XXX

Develop industrial ....

zone in AAA.

Develop tourist ....

complex in FFF

Cumulative impacts of all proposed measures

e If all proposed measures in the plan will be impdaited, another 15% of natural ecosystems marinengithnd ecosystems and their buffer zoneq
will be lost. In addition, three important bio-cédors will be irreversibly damaged. This sharplyntradicts with the relevant GEC objective.

e If recommended changes to measures are adoptgdadditional 4% of natural ecosystems marine antdand ecosystems will be lost and three
important bio-corridors will be temporarily damaged

Recommendation

e To compensate for this damage (which will occwgither case), the plan must strengthen its natuoéegtion component by also declaring CCC,
KKK nature protected marine and wetland ecosystems.

6. Integration of GEC into monitoring system
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Aim:

e To ensure that monitoring system enables recoridiiogmation on the actual effects of implementedjget resulting from the plan on the

specific GEC objectives and indicators,

e To ensure that the total effects of implemented plathe specific GEC objectives and indicatorgacerded, analysed so that they can

influence the next cycle of the planning process.

Table outlining this task on the hypothetical Glative) example

Indicators (or at least well formulated specific

Specific projects that were implemented as resultfdhe planning document

Total effects of

guestions) to analyze integration the giver Project 001 Project 002| Project 003 Project 004| Project .... implemented
issue/objective in the planning document plan
- Decreaselincrease of protected areas and theffebli - 12 ha of naturg 0 + 6 ha of strict| 0
zones protected areas reserve
- Rehabilitation/ loss of bio-corridors - 3 km @&fgional | 0 + 4 km of local| 0

bio-corridors bio-corridors

damaged created
- Total aggregated emissions of CO2 till 2020 rasgl| + 200 tons off + 1000| - 50 tons of O
from the plan CO2 tons of| CO2

CO2

- Total area of polluted and degraded land -5 ha 3 ha -1 ha 0
- No of employees in enterprises with certified EMBS 0 0 50
system or other certificate employees
- Energy generated through solar, wind, biomassg@ne0 0 0 30 MW

sources (MW)
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ANNEX 8: BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE GREENING REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAMMES PROJECT (GRDP) OF THE EU, AND DRAFT MOU BETWEEN UND P
AND GRDP

Background **

The Structural Funds Regulations 2000-06 made environment and sustainable development one of two
horizontal themes (with equal opportunities) that should be integrated or mainstreamed across all priorities,
measures and projects in Structural Funds programmes.

Historically, this integration has been approached in various ways in different Member States, reflecting
differences in structures, priorities and capacities. While the European Commission has produced guidance
on how to integrate environmental protection into Structural Fund instruments, research shows that Regions
struggle to translate this guidance into practical reality for beneficiaries.

Goals

The Greening Regional Development Programmes project aims at gaining experience from Structural
Funds and Cohesion Fund programmes, as well as other regional economic development activities. This will
help us develop a common European methodology for the effective integration of environmental aspects
into current and future regional development programmes.

By sharing best practice and experience, we hope to improve knowledge among GRDP partners on
environmental integration in the context of Cohesion and Structural Funds and other economic development
programmes — both current and post-2006 — and to disseminate best practices in partner regions and
beyond.

The project will be concluded with a GRDP Charter to be signed by the partnership’s members and other
interested organisations. The charter will suggest a set of principles on how to integrate environmental
sustainability in regional development programmes.

Project activities

There are several components of the project that are complimentary in contributing towards the overall aim.
The audit

An in-depth audit has been carried out in the partner regions to identify good practices and practical
solutions for integrating the environment into regional development programmes. The aim is to then share
this information with the regional development community across Europe.

Partners answered the following questions:

" Who is doing what in mainstreaming environmental sustainability?
" What is the regional understanding of a ‘horizontal theme™?
" How has EU policy been interpreted and applied on the ground?

The audit also identified case studies that describe how the environment was integrated into the Structural
Fund and other development programmes.

Working themes

4 More information about the project isvavw.grdp.org
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Four working themes were defined to achieve the project’s objectives. The GRDP partners will work on
these themes during the three years of the project.
The themes are:

1. Identifying good practices where the environment has been integrated into regional development
programmes.

2. Influencing the implementation of Structural Funds.

3. Making an economic case for environmental integration.

4. Integrating the environment into all future regional economic development programmes.

One technical seminar per theme will be organised to set a stage for sharing the project’s findings.
Good Practice Guidelines and GRDP Charter

The GRDP Good Practice Guidelines will include the common European methodology and a set of
principles for integrating the environment into regional economic development programmes. The main
GRDP principles will be set out in the GRDP Charter. It will be submitted to the partners and other
interested organisations for signature at the final conference. By signing the Charter, the partners commit
themselves to its implementation and dissemination.

Expected results

" Improved understanding among partner regions on environmental integration and sustainable
development in the context of Structural Fund programmes.

" Influencing the implementation of the environmental horizontal theme in Structural Funds post-
2006.

" Presentation of economic cases for environmental integration.

" Dissemination of good practice, guidance and principles for environmental integration in regional
development programmes across EU countries.

" Partners sign up to a GRDP Charter on completion of the project.

" Transfer and exchange of ideas and experience.

" Development of better co-operation among environmental authorities and other organisations at

national, regional and European level beyond the project.
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Cooperation between UNDP Bulgaria andsreening Regional Development Project™
LETTER OF INTENT

WHEREAS Bulgaria is a party to the UN Framework @amtion on Climate Change, UN Biodiversity
Convention and UN Desetrtification Convention;

WHEREAS Bulgaria is in the process of EU accession;

WHEREAS the Government of Bulgaria expressed sthiotgrest in pursuing integration of its commitnmgent
arising from aforementioned conventions in its oegi development plans and programmes;

WHEREAS UNDP Bulgaria is developing a project prsglado GEF “Integrating Global Environmental Issues

into Bulgaria’s Regional Development Process” Hiats to:

(a) provide methodologies, skills, knowledge, and infation management system for mainstreaming global
environmental considerations into the formulatiomplementation and evaluation of regional developime
and spatial planning policies,

(b) facilitate institutional changes that support magesming of global environmental into regional depenent
and spatial planning,

(c) support revising of regional development plans mwdicipal-level spatial development in a pilot myio
better integrate global environmental objectives;

WHEREAS the Greening Regional Development Prograsn(@RDP) project is a network of partners and

associated organisations from nine EU Member Stagswvith support from EU INTERREG program aims to

(a) share best practice and experience, and impravenmwledge of environmental integration within icatal
development programmes, such as the StructuraCahdsion Funds programmes,

(b) spread best practices in partner regions and beyond

WHEREAS the GRDP project presents an excellent appity for Bulgaria to ensure long-term mainstréagn
of its environmental issues, including internatibnemportant concerns, into the regional developthpgocess,

NOW THEREFORE, the UNDP Bulgaria and the GRDP mtogecretariat have agreed to cooperate on the
following terms:

1. The GRDP project will invite relevant Governmestakeholders of the UNDP/GEF project “Integrating
Global Environmental Issues into Bulgaria's Reglobavelopment Process” to participate in activitisthe
GRDP at no additional cost to GRDP.

2. The UNDP/GEF project “Integrating Global Envinoental Issues into Bulgaria's Regional Development
Process” will — once awarded — support relevanjept stakeholders of the Republic of Bulgarianheir
participation in relevant GRDP activities, as idiéed by UNDP with the objective of maximizing oppanities

for long-term mainstreaming of internationally inmfamt environmental issues into the regional dqwalent
process in Bulgaria.

3. Information will be shared freely between th® frojects to enable wider replication and dissetiom of
lessons learnt.

Signed

[UNDP Bulgaria, signature date] [GRDP projeagnsiture, date]

15 The Letter of Intent is under discussion. The tpaésented here will be replaced with original @endorsed by
both parties.
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ANNEX 9: STAKEHOLDERS DATABASE DEVELOPED DURING PDF -A
Name of the| Name of the| Name of the| Brief descriptions of the mandate of the departmentind the function | Relations to the MSP subject —
institution directorate department of the contact person regional development processes and
Rio objectives
Ministry of | Strategic Elaborates the National Strategy for Regional Dmwmlent (NSfRD),| Sustainable development requiremepts
Regional Planning of provides methodological guidance and assistan¢he@lanning regions| related with Lisbon Strategy,
Development Regional Policy structures and municipalities in the preparatiodenfelopment policies and Gothenburg Strategy as well EU policy
and Public | Directorate; plans at regional/local level, effects coordinatibetween the national, for sustainable development; should |be
Works district and local authorities, social —economictrers, public sector andtaking into account developing folloy
the EC in the strategic planning of the regionaledtsoment process; documents:
Department secures co-ordination between regional develop@aispatial planning gt Regional Development Act:
Strategic all territorial levels in order to facilitate thebsorption of EU funds] Methodologies on elaboration — of
planning of | maintains and further develops a Regional Planiifgmation data-base; panning and strategic documents;
regional ensures implementation of the acquis in the fi€lcegional policy and coi Regional development plans (plannipg
development ordination of the structural instruments; secunaslipity in the process of regions), Municipal development plans;
strategic planning. Strategic documents: NSRR, District
Department Responsible for development and implementation d@flidonal Info- Ch| development strategies; organises the
Regional policy | 21"Regional policy and Coordination of Structunastruments”, Strategy ex-ante evaluation of the NSfRD
and for Accession of the Republic of Bulgaria to EUraBtgy for Participatior| including the Strategic Environmentgl
harmonization of | of the Republic of Bulgaria into the SF and CF lné £U, Strategy for Assessment (SEA);improves the
legislation Administrative Capacity Development — from Acceasio Membership; | national regional development
legislation incl. environmental issues;,
Programming of Responsible for the strategic framework of the RBRpare the NOPRD Programming  documents:  National
Regional in co-ordination with National development Plan. operational  programme  "Regional
Development Ensuring compliance of EU policies in respect witte measures anddevelopment”
Directorate/ organization of activities;
Managing
Authority of | Economic and -Implement the NOPRD;
NOPRD after | Social  cohesior| --Preparation and co-ordination with the CSF MAtirens and procedures
2007 department for selection of projects in the framework of tespective OP
Implementation of the approved terms and procediaregroject selection
subject to CR1260/99, art. 35.3b;
Organise in coordination with the CSF MA the evébra of projects
through which the respective OP is implemented @199, art. 34.1d);
--Prepare the Annual Report on the implementatfotn@ ROP, subject tq
the approval of the Monitoring Committee (CR1260&%. 35.3¢e);
-Organise, with the participation of the CSF MA d&B@, the mid-term
evaluation of the NOPRD.
Monitoring and co-| -Set up a system for gathering reliable financiad atatistical informationf Monitoring of National operational

ordination
department

on implementation of the NOPRD and shall ensuretthesfer of thaf
information to the CSF Managing Authority;

Secretariat of RD Monitoring Committee;

programme for Regional development;
Co-ordination of related activities;
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Name of the| Name of the| Name of the| Brief descriptions of the mandate of the departmentind the function | Relations to the MSP subject —
institution directorate department of the contact person regional development processes and
Rio objectives
Intermediate Establish the system and mechanisms to carry mlegant control of final Will be established in 2006
Body for beneficiaries, which are responsible for tenderimgpntracting and
NOPRD payments; Consolidate the monitoring data enterédl the monitoring
system by the final beneficiaries and channel itthe OP Managing
MRDPW - Authorities; Conform the requirements of CR438/ad, 3; Develop the
PHARE relevant procedures under CR438/01, art. 5.2cpWwallg the requirements
Programme of CR438/01, art. 9, 2a fulfill the requirements@iR1260/99, art. 38.1c,p
Implementing & 32.3/4.
Agency.
6 Regional
Supporting Units
located in the 6
planning regions.
/
6 “Technical Authority responsible for Technical Support, Cooedion and| Rules of procedure and structure of the
Support, Management of Regional plans and Programmes ipl#maing regions. | directorates “Technical Suppor,
Coordination Coordination of integrated regional developmentjguts and schemesCoordination and Management pf
and Management among the sectors. Will act as Secretariat for réspective Regional Regional plans and Programmes”
of Regional plans Development Council and will play a role in ideyitify and selecting
and projects, data collecting, monitoring and evaluatid project results under
Programmes” the NOPRD for the corresponding region.
Directorates
within the
structure of the
district
administrations
in the centers of
the planning
regions.
Implementation of Cohesion Fund operations in spant sector; Authority responsible for the
MRDPW - Road effectiveness and legitimacy of the managementimptementation of the implementation of Cohesion Furd
Executive measures under the Cohesion Fund. For the execotidimat task, it is| operations in transport sector
Agency responsible for the preparation of the implemeartateports, including the
Final Report, the preparation of requests for paymand for submitting
the information necessary for the monitoring analation.
MRDPW - Implementation of Cohesion Fund operations in remvient sector|] Public Works, Water Supply an/d
Directorate ISPA effectiveness and legitimacy of the managementimptementation of thg Sewerage Systems
Programme - measures under the Cohesion Fund. For the execofidimat task, it is| Authority responsible for the
responsible for the preparation of the implemeatateports, including the implementation of Cohesion Furd
Final Report, the preparation of requests for paymand for submitting operations in environment sector.
the information necessary for the monitoring analation.
State  Property | Sector Housing National strategy on housing in Republic of Bulgaria; National

97



Name of the| Name of the| Name of the| Brief descriptions of the mandate of the departmentind the function | Relations to the MSP subject —
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and Housing | policy programme for housing buildings refurbishinand modernization Energy
Policy Efficiency Strategy
Directorate
Concessions Responsible for the concede policy of the Ministry sea shore areas)l.aw on Concessions
Directorate beaches, raw materials in construction industrylaation of ores and
mineral resources; issues permissions for oresranerals survey;
Spatial Planning Spatial/urban planning, elaboration/amendmentespective legislation] Spatial Planning Act
Directorate coordinates opinions for changing the agricultlaad use; represents the
Ministry in CEMAT meetings under the Council of Bpe, others.
Technical Represents the Ministry at the National Standatitia Council in the field Strategy for Energy Efficiency
Regulations and of building/construction materials/goods industapproximation of the
Codes national legislation with the EU and internatiofiralthe field concerned
Directorate issues licenses for construction goods etc.
Public ~ Works, | Department Elaborates and coordinates the national policy riéga public works in
Engineering Road infrastructure urban areas — heating, energy efficiency, gas gumgéctricity supply,
Infrastructure and social facilities| landscape, geo - protection, solid waste;
and landscape International road (EU Transport corridors)/natiormad network; nationa

Directorate

policy on geo protection and landscape protectimrmonization of the
national legislation with the EU in concern withbtia works.

Water  Supply State policy concerning exploitation, constructiomeconstruction] Strategy  on management  and
and Sewage modernization of water/sewage facilities in urbaraa; rational and development of water supply and
Directorate effective drinking water resources use sewage in the Republic of Bulgaria
European General coordination of Accession to EU processrmdaization of
Integration and legislation in the fields of competences of MRDPWministrative | Additional Info on Chapter 21
Coordination of capacity up grading, training of regional and logi@keholders in regional Coordination of activities in the context
International Department development issues in cooperation of all abovedistirectorates. of the national policies and EU regional
Projects International development and sustainahle
Directorate programmes development policies;

Sector

European

integration

It should be noted that the exact scope of the k4 delegated to the Intermediate body will bénddflater according to the IB capacity and the Aand will always be
responsible for proper implementation of the ORallish the system and mechanisms to carry oukeaamet control of final beneficiaries which arepessible for tendering,
contracting and payments; consolidate the mongadita entered into the monitoring system by th&l fheneficiaries and channel it to the OP MAs;foon the requirements of
CR438/01, art. 3; Develop the relevant proceduneieuCR438/01, art. 5.2c; Following the requirermerftCR438/01, art. 9, 2a fulfill the requiremeatsCR1260/99, art. 38.1c,

e &32.34.
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Regional No directorates No departments  The Regional Dewadoyp Council is a consultative body to the Minisier Regional development policy

Development Regional Development and Public Works for the catidn of the

Councils governmental policy for regional development. Thairmoffice of the

6 Council is in the central town of the planning cegiAll District Governors

that belong to the related planning region becorhair®an of the Counci
on a rotary principle. Members of the Council withting rights are 4
Deputy-Minister of Regional Development and PubMiorks, appointed
representatives of the Ministry of Finance, Ministf Environment and
Waters, Ministry of Agriculture and Forests, minysbf Economy, Ministry
of Labour and Social Policy, Ministry of Transpatd Communicationsg
District Governors of districts belonging to théated planning region, &
well as one representative from municipalities witla given planning
region. The Chairman of the Council can invite k@ tmeetings som
representatives of citizens associations, non-gowental organizations
and other physical and legal entities, which deith Whe issues of regiong
development. The Regional Development Councilsudscand agree th
district development strategies and the Regionaéldpment plan of the
related planning region discuss and agree the mesgswhich shall be
included in the National Operational Program foigieeal Development
establish cooperation with the District Developm@auncils and with the
central bodies of the executive power.

1%

D =—

NE Planning Regior
- Varna

SC Planning Regio
- Plovdiv

Municipal Councils
264

No directorates

No department|

5

q

3

The municipal cdéucminpetences are developed in the Law on
government and Local Administration. The municipauncil defines the
policies concerning the structuring and the develemt of the municipality;
it is the empowered institution defining the pagincluded in the range
local self-government competencies. This presuppthseformat of the act
- strategies, programmes, plans, decisions onitgrissues concerning th
development of the municipality and the work of theunicipal
administration.

D

elftlunicipal development policy

Mezdra

Shabla

District Governors
28

Responsibilities, according to the RULES AND REGULAIONS of the
district administrations:

Art. 3. The district governor is a sole executiwharity in the district
and shall ensure implementation of the state’spalind correspondence
between national and local interests in regionétypo

Art. 4. (1) The district administration is led arepresented by the distri

L

~

District development policy
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governor

(2) In his activity the district govemshall be assisted by deputy
district governors and district administration.

(3) The district governor shall be apped by the Ministerial
council

(4) The deputy district governors shzl appointed by the Prim
Minister

(5) The district governor shall detemmby order the rights and th
fields of activity of the deputy governors.

(6) In case of absence of the disg@ternor, he shall be represented
by a deputy district governor, appointed by a wemitorder of the governor.
Art.5. (1) The district governor shall collaboratéh the bodies of the local
self-government on the territory of the districithwthe executive authorities
and with other institutions outside the systemheféxecutive authority.

(2) The district governor shall collahie with the managements pf
the local structures of the trade unions, the drgaions of the employers,
the organizations for social support and with nomegnmental
organizations.

Art. 6. (1) The district governor shall presentti® Council of Ministerg
annual report for the activity of the districtnaidistration.

(2) The district governor shall preseotthe Minister of State
Administration annual report on the condition oé tlocal administration
which includes information on the condition of timenicipal administration
in the municipalities on the territory of the distr
Art. 7. (1) The district governor shall:

ensure implementation of the state’s policy indrstrict,
coordinate the actions of the executive authority their administrations on
the territory of the district and their collabooatiwith the local authority;

ensure correspondence between national and Ideadgts,
organize the working out and the execution of displans, strategies and
programs for local development, interact with tioelibs of local self-
government and local administration;

be responsible for the preservation and protedfatate property
on the territory of the district;

control the lawfulness of the deeds and actiort@bodies of
local self-government and local administration;

ensure the observance of the Law on the territbtlyendistrict
and administratively control the execution of adistiative deeds;

coordinate and control the performance of the deadghe
actions of the heads of the territorial departmenthe central
administration of the executive authority in thetdct;

cease the execution of illegitimate acts of thaigipal councils

D

D

and take them to the respective regional courtimithe month from their
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obtaining; he has the authority to rescind illegéte acts of the mayors of
the municipalities within one month after gettingplwledge of them or his
approaching on them if there is no other order ipiexy;

lead information policy and strategy, which guaeentlarity and
accessibility of the activity of the administratibe heads observing the
provisions of the Constitution and the laws ;

organize the working out, the public dispane shall
participate in the execution of the district depatent plan;

present the district development plan and the dnepart for its
realization to the Minister of Regional Developmant Public Works;

organize mobilization and defense training ofgbpulation,
shall be in charge of the protection of the poportain cases of natural
disasters and accidents and be responsible fabdervance of the public
order;

be responsible for the planning and preparatichef
administratively territorial unit for defense;

confirm the transport schemes of the district;

be responsible for the international contacts efiistrict on
regional level;

present motions for including in the working agenéithe
Council of Ministers through a deputy prime migaisbr a minister;

confirm the job descriptions and responsibilitiéshe district
officials;

Have the authority to appoint the state officiala¢cordance with
the Law for state officials and act as employerariabor contract by the
Labor Code.

send with an official order district officials om&iness trips in the
country and abroad;

confirm the official seal of the district governarhich is round in
shape, as well as other seals for office needs;

have other legal authorities, assigned to him withw or an act
of the Council of Ministers

Varna District

Project
management

Field of activities: information service and commuations, international
collaboration, eurointegration, ethnical issuediLica
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and
eurointegration
Plovdiv District Field of activities: eurointedian, regional development, administratiye
control
Name of the| Name of the| Name of the | Brief descriptions of the mandate of the departmentind the | Relations to the MSP subject —
institution directorate department function of the contact person regional development processe
and Rio objectives
Ministry of | National Nature| 1.“Protected areas|' Management and control of protected areas; settiffgmation | setting, affirmation and control on
Environment and | Protection  Service Department; and control on the implementation of managemennspland| the implementation 0
Water Directorate projects; development of ecotourism; management plans and projects
2. “Biodiverisity" | Biodiversity protection through elaboration and rctimation of
Department the implementation of plans and programs for ptatac of

biological recourses; control on biodiversity podten;

Preventative
Activities Directorate

1.”"Environmental

Impact Assessment an

Elaboration of projects and normative acts at threa aof
dprevention activity; procedures of EIA; control dhe given

procedures of EIA; coordinatio
of the procedures related wi

=5 =2

Environmental decisions; coordination of the procedures relat@ ecological| ecological assessment of plans

Assessment assessment of plans and programs; methodical sufigoEEA | and programs;

“Department; and RIEW on the procedures for issue of complesnkes; public

2."Prevention of| register of experts for EIA and EA; coordinationdagontrol on

Industrial ~ Pollution”| the implementation of programs in eliminating dassagn the

Department environment after past activities or inactivityl the moment of|
privatization;

Water Directorate 1. "Water use"Operative management of waters at national le\aterchination| national policy and programs for

Department of the conditions in licenses for water use; natiopolicy and| protection of surface and
programs for protection of surface and undergrowvaters,| underground waters, control and
control and coordination; control on the contacisdoncessions; coordination; control on the
water and water —economical balances in the counggional | contacts for concessions;
water — economical plan; management plans for rb&sins;| management plans for river
supervision of the national system for waters nuoim; basins;

2. Protection of wate
bodies" Department

Establishment and outlining the limits of water lesd licenses
for water use in water bodies; control on the cohowliand correct]
use of the installations for waste waters purifagt elaboration

establishment and outlining th
limits of water bodies; elaboration
and coordination of manageme|

and coordination of management plans for differéasins;| plans for different basing;
specialized water-economical maps; specialized water-economical
maps;

Directorate 1. "Control and| Coordination and operative control over the adésitin RIEW; | coordination and  operative
Coordination of theg management of national systems for ecological monitoring; contraind | control over the activities in
regional inspectorates hazardous chemical management of hazardous chemical substances ardatsatrisk | RIEW; coordination of activities
substances" assessment of hazardous chemical substances, na@ainge of| for prevention of big accidents

Department registers and data base related with the procedurbe field of | with hazardous chemical

dangerous chemical substances; coordination ofitesi for | substances or limitation the
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prevention of big accidents with hazardous chensigbbktances or consequences with oth
limitation the consequences with other departmefidhioration of| departments;
normative acts related with the accidents;
EU environmental 1. EU environmenta| Elaboration of programs documentation with aim tdog | coordination of the activities

funds Directorate

funds" Department

financial recourses from pre-accession funds; ptgjabmission
in order application for financing before the pesession fund

related with financial resources
5 assimilation from the EU funds

and cohesion fund; coordination and direction of tbroject| sector “environment” with al
implementation; reporting about the projects; cowation of the| interested institution and
activities related with financial resources asstioh from the EU| organizations;
funds — sector “environment” with all interestedtitution and
organizations;
Waste managementl.” Management of Preparation and realization of programs and prejatthe area of coordination and control on
Directorate household and waste deposits management; annual reports for imagement of projects, elaboration and
construction waste| activities; issue of permissions about these dwsyicoordination| exploitation of the equipment and
Department and control on projects, elaboration and explatatiof the| installations for sterilization o

equipment and installations for sterilization ofuBehold waste:
and observation of the requirements in choice afsgbr disposal
of equipments of waste treatment; coordination eawftrol on
implementation the requirements for soil protectioring

5 wastes and observation of the
requirements in choice of plots
for disposal of equipments of
waste treatment; functioning of

utilization of sediments obtained after purificatiof waste water registers about issued licenses for
in agricultural lands; treatment of waste materials;
2. Management of Coordination and control on the implementation riéguirements
industrial and| for treatment and transportation of industrial Aadardous waste;
hazardous waste functioning of registers about issued licenses tfeatment of
waste materials;
Air protection | 1. "Air quality" | Elaboration of norms for air quality and alarm #ivelds for| mutual coordination with the
Directorate Department public information, for noxious substances conierthe fuel, for| interested Ministries and
admissible emissions of damaging substances emitethe | Departments in limitation and

atmosphere from fixed sources; coordination of #uévities,
related with realization of the control over folimg the
regulations in this issue;

termination the use of substang

D

S

and materials destroying the
ozone layer, reduction df
greenhouse gases emissions,

increase in energetic efficiency;

2. “Global atmospher
processes" Departmen

> Mutual coordination with the interested Ministrieand
t Departments in limitation and termination the u$eswbstances
and materials destroying the ozone layer, redudfagreenhouse
gases emissions, increase in energetic efficiencyia part of
renewable energy sources; annual inventory refarsubstances
destroying the ozone layer and greenhouse gasesgecp,
assessment related with these problems in depemdesith

elaboration of norms for air
quality;

b

ecological benefits;
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Subsurface angd 1. "Subsurface and Protection of the earth’s womb, ores and minemalsation and normative acts for land and sail
Underground reserves balance'" register of national recourses balance, registereof discoveries| protection, coordination angd
Resources Department specialized map of ores and minerals deposits;davation and| control on working projects fo
Directorate control on working projects; normative acts for daand soil| recultivation of polluted and
protection, coordination and control on working jeots for | disturbed terrains; creation and
recultivation of polluted and disturbed terrains; register of national recoursis
balance;
2.  "Geology and Organization of the licenses preparation for progpg and| formation of the United Register
research authorization" studies of ores and minerals; formation of the éthRegister and and Cadastre of Licenses fpr
Department Cadastre of Licenses for prospecting and studiesre$ and prospecting and studies of orges
minerals; maintenance of National Geofund; NatidRatk Fund| and minerals;
Depot and Specialized information system of dataouab
geological studies and activities;
Cohesion Policy forn 1."Cohesion Policy fof Governmental Body of the Operating Programme “Emvinent”; | organization, elaboration and
Environment Environment" secretariat of the Committee for observation of fhiogrammej coordination in  time  for
Directorate Department organization, elaboration and coordination in timepreparation| preparation and implementation
and implementation of the programme and other progre| of the Operating Programme and
documents for the objectives of structural funds$ eshesion fungd other programme documents fpr
with respect of partner principles; monitoring bétprogramme] the objectives and structural fungs
organisation and coordination of the activitiesaterd with access and cohesion fund with respect of
of information and publicity regarding the obtainuancial aid| partner principles;
from the EU, the opportunities and the results;
Regional Sofia Air, water and soil protection against pollutiondadestruction;| realize functions for regulation,
Inspectorates of protection and ecological use of earth’s worm, @med minerals; control and information in
Environment and ecological urban environment; biological divergityptection and relation to environmentd|
Waters forest ecosystems; waste management; utilizatiorNafional | protection and sustainable use |of
System for Ecological Monitoring (NSEM); data basad | natural resources;
information about environmental status;
National park| Central Balkan, Security vs. from forest fires, control and mairtece of| participate in the process of
directorates Gabrovo mountain ecosystems, monitoring and resources qiimte | elaboration of management and
education programs; interpretation and tourism; agament and structural plans vs. technical plans

control; licenses for specific activities in Parlerritory;
organization and data base; information about #k; ganctions;

and projects; preparation
statements for EIA;

Basin directorates

Eastbelomorian

Plovdiv

Planning and management; monitoring; prognoses
information supply; permissions and registers; wated water-
economical cadastre; control; relations with otinstitutions and
publicity;

ateterminate the boards of wat
objects with cooperation of th
Cadastre Services; organize plg
elaboration for management
water basins;

Executive
Environment Agency

1.Environmental

Monitoring
Directorate;

Is responsible for observation and control netwook
environmental components; Takes part in the dewedop of the
Environment cadastre; Carries out the Informatiocthange

between the Ministry of Environment and Wat

Carries out the Informatiol
exchange between the Ministry

of

ns
of

N
of

Environment and Wate

ethe Regional Inspectorates and
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the Regional Inspectorates and other institutides;esponsible other institutions;
for the development of the NASEM subsystems; Ceeated
maintains Ecological map data bank; Co-ordinates |th
international relations of the Agency, includinge tbrganization
of
international activities;
2. . Analytical Analytical laboratories for air quality, water ginal soils and Harmomze'_s th_e Bulgarian
Laboratories : . | Standards in the field of control of
i waste, accredited accordin 9 .
Directorate : . A he pollutants with
to ISO 45001, has appropriate equipment, provideg@mental European  and  Internationsl
data to the National P .
L . . .. | Standards;
Monitoring System and carries out environmentaltrarwithin id h
the MOEW: Provides management to the
Organizes the operation of stationary automatitiosta for air :Zﬁglr%?;lieg?spectorates and the
control and supports the ’
technical systems;
Harmonizes the Bulgarian Standards in the fieldarftrol of the
pollutants with
European and International Standargs;
Provides management to the Regional Inspectorates the
laboratories; Takes part in international programs;
MOEW Strategies, EuropeanEnvironmental strategy - Coordination and participation in the developmefinational| The National Climate Change

integration
international
cooperation

and and programs

and sectoral environmental strategies and programs.
- Coordination of the implementation of internagibiconventions
in Bulgaria.

Focal Point is a part of thi
department. This Focal Pont |is
entitted to coordinate ang
cooperate with othe
persons/organizations in regard|to
all aspects of the implementatig
of the Climate Convention an
the Kyoto Protocol in the country.
Furthermore, the Joint
Implementation Unit is also
within this department. This unjt
has main responsibilities toward
the facilitation of Jl projects in
Bulgaria, and these types of
projects (being aimed at reduction
of GHG emissions) have verny

e

f

ur

QS

much to do with sustainabl
development and fulfillment o
the obligation the country has as a
party to UNFCCC and the Kyotp
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Protocol.

Inter-ministerial
Committee
Climate Change

on

N/A

N/A

This body is intended to facilitate the comnications among
institutions and to ensure the control and cootdinaof their
activities in relation to the climate change pracisthe country,
This process is mostly driven by the postulatesosgtin the
UNFCCC, Kyoto protocol and the European Climate ridjed
Program.

) The Committee consists of

representatives from a majority of
the ministries (including
MRDPW), the Energy Efficiency
Agency and an observer fro
Sofia Municipality. Its main order
of business is to supervise and
control the implementation of the
National Action Plan on Climate
Change (which is the only lega
document to guide and streamline
the national climate chande
policy). The updated Plan (2004)
contains numerous policies and
measures that strictly affect
certain economic sectors and thgir
development (e.g. energy sector,
infrastructure).

=

Executive
Environmental
Agency (EEA)

Environmental
monitoring

Inventories of
emissions

(Greenhouse Gase
(GHG) emissionsg
inventories)

- Supervision of the preparation of the National@ltventories
(under the Climate convention);
s- Possible administration of the National GHG einiss registry.

GHG emissions have direct
dependency on the development
of the economy both on regional
and national level. No national or
regional development policies and
measures should be formulated |or
implemented  without  stron
consideration of the GH(
emissions tendency. For su
consideration though, the on
source of viable information an
data could be the Executiy
Environmental Agency.

D o< (__:uiu.d

Environmental permits

Issuing permits for actdst affecting the environment, a
conducting control of those activities (under ti®C Directive
guidelines)

drhe environmental permits issued

by the Agency can and must bg a
tool to foster the sustainab
development. These permits
basically determine the scope [of
certain  industrial or othe
economic activities which affeq
the environment or certai
components (like air quality). It i
expected that within a couple o

D

U0 =

=
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years
emissions that an industrial enti
is allowed to emit will also be
defined in the permit (hence th
definition  “complex  permit”
which is usually being used fg
these permits).

the quantity of GHG

D

r

Cross-sectoral mainstreaming into local, natiomaegional policies and plans is a critical chaenThe potential of regional co-operation to asslienvironmental issues should
be pursued, e.g. on the management of regionafransboundary natural resources such as the atm@spiver basins, the marine environment and bédity. Sectors where
the linkages between local development and enviesrah issues and global environmental threatssfellaws:

- For issues related tesertification: linkages with agriculture/livestock, energy, ferenanagement, and water sectors.

- For issues related @limate Change: linkages with energy production, industry, tramspforest management, agriculture/livestock, easanagement, water, land and coastal

zone management.

- For issues related ®iodiversity: agriculture/livestock, forest management, fiseertourism, energy, coastal zone management aied. wa
The management, conservation and sustainable ube afgro systems, together with some ecosysteas tiypm the rest ecosystem groups, is implememtetdei Agriculture
branch in the system of the Ministry of Agricultured Forest. The activities are coordinated anttalbed at the national level.
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Ministry of
agriculture and
forestry

Directorate
development
investment”

“Rural
and

-The directorate organizes and coordinates theepsoof preparation of th
National Plan for Rural Development. The Directerdévelops and manag
programs for development of rural are
- creates a system for entire organization for moeoini, control, evaluation

and reports the results of the implementation & Special Accession

Program for Agriculture and Rural Development adogy to the
requirements of the European Union. The Directoirmateommon with State
Fund Agriculture organizes and conducts a camptiggive publicity to
SAPARD.

- develops and coordinates national and regionabgical programs in thg
field of agriculture. The Directorate develops noeth of evaluation of thg
financial support of the projects.

ePromotion the mainstreaming
penvironment into sectorg

development provides importa
opportunities to reverse the lo
of the productive base for rur
and urban livehoods caused

inter alia deforestation
unsustainable water us
2 desertification and soil fertility
2 loss.

aprogrammes on integrated rural

of
|

nt
5S
al
oy

=Y

SAPARD

The Department is responsible for the aragon, update and coordination
the Bulgarian National Agriculture and Rural Deyetent Plan (2000 -
2006). After the preparation and the approval by d@e NARDP acts as
Secretariat of the SAPARD Monitoring Committee.

ofThere is a
- priorities  and

linkage betweg
measures

and Rural Development Plan al
biodiversity, climate change an
land degradation prevention.

5 Bulgarian  National Agricultur{

= 3

Investment in Rura
Areas

Tendering under certain SAPARD measures (i.e. \fatat training)

Fulfillment of the requirements @
tthree Rio conventions can be

preparation for the implementation of Rural develept measures ng
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covered by SAPARD (Less favored areas, Leader tygasures, etc.
coordination of the activities of NGOs working et area of rural
development (following the partnership principledipport of the local rurg
administrations and preparation of integrated rdeselopment plans.

. criterion for selection of the
projects. Rio conventions cal al$
| be taken into account in
elaboration of integrated rural
development plans.

Agri-environment

Development of agri-environmeptogrammes and related legislatig
compatibility of NARDP with the Acquis on agri-emenmental protectior]
and improvement; liaison with European commissiod ather international
organizations in the framework of agri-environméptaicy; development of
administrative matrix for agri-environmental pragwae implementation

technical support for implementation of agri-enmimental programme.

training and information; monitoring and control;amagement of the

nDevelopment of Bulgarian agri-
environment programmes and
| related legislation may be or npt
in  accordance  with  Rig
conventions.

Directorate general

Regional policy

“Structural policy”

Secondary budge
users coordinatio
and correlation

Change of the Lang Minister of Agriculture and Forestry and assuregfigmmance of the Stat

use type ang
improvement of the
productivity quality

28 regional
directorates
“Agriculture  and
forestry”

on the territories of regional administrations tggivnal Directorates.

Policy in their direct activities.
- Coordinates and controls activities of the MypadiServices of Agriculture
and Forestry via Regional Directorates “Agricultared Forestry”.

- Considers proposals for changes of the Agricaltiiand Use Type and

prepare projects for decisions for them.
- Considers demands for financing of projects gmalying of projects and
technologies for recreation and improvement ofgtauctivity qualities of
Agricultural lands.

- Each year elaborates report for the conditiothefAgriculture and Forestr
and proposals for the basic directions of the Sigtarian policy during the
next economic year by regions.
- Coordinates activities of execution of the Lawr fguarding of the
agricultural property.

- Supports the Minister in applying State Policytlire areas of Agriculture The directorate is dealing with the
t and Forestry, hydro meliorations and deals wittblemms related to erosionproblems of erosion. Some of its

- Coordinates activities of the Secondary BudgeertJggoverned by the and

activities are related to recreation
improvement  of  the
e productivity qualities of lands and
it is connected also with
biodiversity.

Management 0
state land fund

- Organizes and controls the use of the state -nedw land.
- gives methodical instructions, regulates and rot:tthe process o
compensating the former landowners and the isspermsbnal compensator
notes.

Some land use systems can
f actually enhance biodiversity.
iyTechnologies for land qualities
regeneration are related o

- collects and verifies claims for compensation &rdand settlement fro

- considers the crediting with financial resouroéshe research in the fiel
of agriculture and the implementation of projeatsl #echnologies for lan
qualities regeneration and

- drafts a set of instructions in regard to thelengentation of the Land A

the Land State Fund.
- examines proposals for change of the use of wgrial lands an
elaborates projects  in compliance  with  these  pralpo

improvement.

1 prevention from land degradation.
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Name of the| Name of the| Name of the| Brief descriptions of the mandate of the departmenand the function of | Relations to the MSP subject —
institution directorate department the contact person regional development processes
and Rio objectives
and the Forest Restitution Act and elaborates atigns for the
implementation of the Acts.
- summarizes monthly reports about the restitugritaltural land on the
basis of statistic data and land devision plans.
National Executive Agency The agency is responsible for national and opmratimanagement of theTakes part in organising of
Services Fisheries and sub-sector “Fisheries and aquaculture”, superviginod control of fishing activities connected with
Aquacultures activities in the country. Bulgaria implements dfied national strategy for sustainable development, use,
sustainable development of the agrarian sectorcanformity with the| security, control and reproductign
specific and unique reality of Bulgaria and the Edmmon Agricultural| of fish, other water animals and
Policy / CAP/. fishery resources and activities fpr
conservation of water fauna.
Agency for soll Implements specialized activities on quality, pobion, recovery and Some of the activities of the
resources improvement of fertility of soil resources and egptal functions of the soil | agency are connected with Rjo

convention for prevention of land
degradation.

Executive agency
for hydro
melioration

The agency regulates activities for irrigationaiding, prevention form

overflowing, protection of the soil from weatheriagd supports the ministeragency are connected with Rjio

of agriculture and forestry in investment policy the field of hydro
meliorations.

Some of the activities of the

convention for prevention of land
degradation.

National Center for Research, applied and subsidiary activities infitlé of agriculture and food Fundamental investigation in
Agrarian Science industries. ecology and environment
protection.

National
Agricultural
Advisory Service

NAAS is responsible for national policy in thelfieof agriculture, offers tg
the growers regular and updated information, adwaseal consultations.

Activities of NAAS are connectedl
with Rio Convention because
there is a linkage betwegn
agriculture and desertification,
climate change and biodiversity.
Some land use systems aphd
agricultural practices can actually
enhance biodiversity.
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Name of the
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Brief descriptions of the mandate of the departmenand the function of
the contact person

Relations to the MSP subject —
regional development processe
and Rio objectives

National
Directorate

Forestry

The directorate acts in the field of forestry étigs, hunting and in som
cases in fish industry.

e Protecting
integrity of the forest systems
5e
e

the environment
preserves biodiversity becau
natural forests are host to a wi
number of animal and plan
species. Protecting forests

w
also help to ensure the Iong-terrm
AS

storage of carbon in the soll,
well as to minimise additiong
deforestation withou
regeneration. So forests
closely connected with Ilan
degradation and climate change

SAPARD

agency  within
the State fund
agriculture

The SAPARD Agency is responsible for project sédecttendering and

Internal Audit
European Scheme

sapproval, monitoring of progress of measures agaidgcators, reporting of
progress against indicators, authorization of paytmexecution of paymen

contracting, execution of on-site inspections botior to and after project NARDP measures e. g. forest

Implementation of some of th

and a forestation of agricultur,
,areas, investment in forest

5

al

t
I

are

SN e

Department
European Scheme
Department
European Funding
Department

28 Regional offices

holdings, processing an
marketing of forestry products,
Management of water resourcg
Development and improvement
rural infrastructure is closel
connected  with  sustainab
development and Rio conventior).

ssetting up a reliable programme implementationtuege, etc.

D

The Ministry of Economy is one of the importantyges in the process of creation and implementaifdhe national policy as such. It develops theotijes and the priorities of
the national strategy and implements the stateyali the field of industry, trade, privatizationd till pretty soon the tourism. Due to a CountiMinistry Decision the sub-
sector “Tourism” became a part of the Ministry afl@re and Tourism. The ministry participates disthe implementation of the integration policy ahd foreign economic
cooperation

Government priorities in the scope of the actisitié the Ministry of Economy are to encourage tirovations and high technologies, to repositionitkiestments in sectors with
high added value, encourage SMEs, change the Isssgrevironment, and increase the competitivenegheofndustry and the economy in the aspect of stagable
development including the environmental issues. fiirgstry is responsible for decision-making andgramming in the areas covered by its activitied addressed by all
three Rio Conventions and the following Agenda 21.

Achieving the criteria and the Community standardshe process of the successful accession in 200 priorities for Bulgaria, an integral part of iaf is the sustainable
development.

Basic principles and priorities in the work of thEnistry of Economy in respect of the sustainabévelopment and actions corresponding to the obgxtdof Rio could be
identified as follows:

0 Accelerating the environment-protecting sustainastznomic development;

o Environment-based risk-preventing management;

0 Subsidiarity;

o “Pollution — sanction” principle;

o Prevention and restraint of environmental damages;
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0 Integration of the eco standards in the other seataluding legislation acts dealing with the emmic and social activities.

Name of the Name of the| Name of the | Brief descriptions of the mandate of the departmentand the | Relations to the MSP subject —
institution directorate department function of the contact person regional development processes and
Rio objectives
Ministry of | Directorate “General 1.“Economic  Policy”| Takes part in the elaboration and the monitorinthefNDP. Being of the most important
Economy Economic Policy” Department Prepares OP “Competitiveness”. documents the NDP and the OPs,
2. “Collecting and| Prepares drafts and comments legislation acts ctethewith its| elaborated with the active assistance of
Analysis of the| obligations. the Directorate it is assumed their
Economic Information”| During the implementation of the OP takes into @ersition the| essential role in the integration of
Department Lisbon objectives. environmental issues in it and the clgse
link between the economic
development and the sustainable
development.
Directorate 1.“Relations with the Elaborates policies for building the integratiomdtastructure of thg The EU accession obligations are
“Enterprise Policy” | Business Associationg’ Bulgarian economy. closely connected with the other
Department Together with the “EU Integration” Department worksr the | international acts Bulgaria has to have
2."Promotion of SMEsg fulfillment of the EU accession obligations in respof the industrial in mind in the process of the
and Entrepreneurship” policy. elaboration of its economic policy.
Department Prepares drafts and comments legislation acts ctethevith its| The issues on the sustainable
obligations including international contracts thatring | development and the obligations qur
responsibilities to be obliged. country has under the Rio conventions
Elaborates programmes and measures in respect ef| fthve to be reflected in the draft
competitiveness, high technologies, energy savingesvironmental legislation acts the responsible
issues of the products. directorates prepare.
Directorate “Naturall “Concessions” Organizes the coordination of the complex plans @amjects with| Most of the activities of the Directorate
Resources ang Department engineer, recultivating, investment, ecological atiter issues. are very close to the environmental
Concessions” Organizes and executes control over the implementaf contracts| problems and thus it is closely linked
for exploring for or extraction of natural resowsce with the topics of the Rio conventions.
Directorate “EU| 1. “Coordination of thg Organizes, coordinate and controls the implememntagictivities of| The Directorate works closely with the
Integration” Preparation for EU the ministry in regards of fulfilment of the obdijons in the process other directorates elaboratir|g
Membership” of the EU integration. economic policy related with the
Department Takes part in the elaboration of legislation aotghe course of sustainable development and the
2.“Harmonization of thg harmonizing the Bulgarian legislation with the Ekkeo respected issues from international acts
Legislation” we have to oblige and the obligation
Department Bulgaria has in the accession process
3.“Economic Aspects of and international relations we have
the Accession” with EU member-countries and UN
Department common policy.
Directorate “Pre- 1.“Planning, Organizes, coordinates and manages the implemamtati EU | A lot of the EU funded programmes
accession Programming and financed programmes and projects in respect ofithetions of the| and projects and such, financed py
Programmes and Coordination” ministry according the programming document or egrent. other international organizations are|in
Projects” Department Takes part in the preparation and the coordinatfoRM drafts and| connection with the environment
2."Programmes’  and other agreements for financial support from thedf@d other donors protection and the  sustainalle
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Name of the Name of the| Name of the | Brief descriptions of the mandate of the departmentand the | Relations to the MSP subject —
institution directorate department function of the contact person regional development processes and
Rio objectives
Projects’ Management| for pre-accession programmes and projects. development, thus closely related with
Department Creates and maintains a system for preparatioheohtiministrative the obligations of Bulgaria under the
3.“Financial  Control| capacity needed to manage the EU funded programanteprojects| three Rio conventions.
and Payments' together with SF ones.
Department
Directorate  “Legal| 1.“Legislation  Acts”| Gives comments on legislation drafts concerning #tenomics| Harmonizing the legislation with the
Directorate” Department directly and such where ministry is a concernedypar EU one is a main priority. Besides the
2.“Legal Problems of fact that international acts and
the Companies’ regulations have to become an integral
Department part from the Bulgarian legislatiop
3.“Legal Assistance of shows the important part of the
the Administration” Directorate in respect of the topics
Department concerned.

The Agency for Economic Analysis and Forecasts (BE& an Executive Agency in the structure of thiaidMry of Finance according the State AdministiatAct.
The main principal functions and tasks of the Ageare as follows:

to analyze the current business environment andabeomic situation and to elaborate assessmeititeea@ountry's economic development prospects;
to prepare short, medium and long-term forecastBdidgaria's economic development trends undeeuifft economic policy scenarios;
to examine on a comparative basis economic trangiti Bulgaria and the other Central and Eastemoigan countries.

The Agency together with other ministries andiingbns elaborates and suggests specific econproigrammes and observes and assesses their impdgiorenT he
AEAF participates in the pre-accession negotiatamd the preparation of Bulgaria for a full-fledgeembership in the EU. The Agency is responsibidtfe elaboration and
annual updating of the Pre-accession Economic Bnogre. The Agency is in charge of the preparatiaih@National Development Plan and of the updadind improvement of
the National Economic Development Plan (2000-2006).

The AEAF works on a number of international prtgdinanced by the US Agency for International Oepeent, the World Bank, PHARE and other donorsn&of
the major recent projects include: (i) the preparaby the World Bank of the Country Economic Mearlum of Bulgarid he Dual Challenges and Transition and Accesgion
2000-2001; (i) improving the quality of Nationatéounts in collaboration with the National Stagiatiinstitute and the Harvard Institute for Inte¢iomal Development in 2001;
(iii) building up an open-economy model with thethrlands Economic Institute.

Name of the| Name of the| Name of the | Brief descriptions of the mandate of the departmentand the | Relations to the MSP subject — regiona
institution directorate department function of the contact person development processes and Rio objectives
Agency for | “Macro  Economic o Analyzes the status of the Bulgarian economy and it The balanced and sustainable economy has to
Economic Analysis” Directorate perspectives; include the sustainable development, environmental
Analysis and . Prepares the analysis about the balance of th@edon issues, i.e. has to deal also with the Rio objestiv
Forecasts system, the level of its stability and the coortioraof the
instruments of the economic policy for publishing.
“Economic Forecasts . Elaborates models for a macroeconomic analysis and The development of the six planning regions is also
and Policy” forecasts; connected with the basic requirements of the
Directorate o Analyzes the different possibilities of the macmeamic sustainable development.
policy for achieving a long term balanced econogn@wth;
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Name of the| Name of the| Name of the | Brief descriptions of the mandate of the departmentand the | Relations to the MSP subject — regiona
institution directorate department function of the contact person development processes and Rio objectives
. Works out midterm and long term forecasts for the
development of key macroeconomic parameters;
. Systemizes the data available and elaborates #igsémand
forecasts for the development of the six plannégians.
“EU Integration and . Systemizes the information about the EC enlargemeat The Rio objectives are a part of the internatignall
International base for elaboration of economic analysis, evalaatand agreed issues and correspond with the UN member
Programmes” forecasts; countries obligations.
Directorate . Maintains operational contacts with EU institutipB€D and
other institutions of the member countries;
. Takes active part in “Working group 11" and pregaae
updated version of the Preaccession Economic Rrogea
. Organizes the cooperation with international fositns and
coordinates the participation of the Agency in oraél and
international projects, conferences and seminars;
. Plans and coordinates the work of the Agency in the
elaboration of other documents in the EU accegsiocess.
“National . Prepares the NDP in respect of EC Regulation 1260/1 Promotion the mainstreaming of environment into
Development Plan’ Coordinates the work of the branch ministries mphocess | sectoral ~ programmes  provides important
Directorate of elaboration, analysis and updating the NDP; opportunities.
. Takes part in the elaboration of a system of indisafor The elaboration of the system of indicators is qf a
analysis and evaluation of the Operational Prograsym great importance to evaluate the sustaingble
. Takes part in the preparation of a system of setectiteria | development in the scope of the operatiopal
for projects in the scope of the Operational P nognas. programmes.

Ministry of Transport and Communications (MTC) rothe negative impact of the transport on envirartnaed implements policies in accordance with Eguirements. MTC
supports the goals, objectives, tasks and acsvitieluded into the National Transport Strategy eeldted Plan and will undertake actions for thelémentation of those that fall
under the Ministry’s mandate.

The enforcement of EU legislation is an obligatcopdition for the Bulgaria accession to the Eurapgaion. In this sense the harmonization of théonat legislation with that of the
European Union and its practical implementationusgent tasks of strategic importance for Transpector. There is a direct relation between thdémpntation of EU requirements
and those of the three Rio Conventions. As theyaisabf the synergies among the Conventions wilshsome EU legislation requirements are commathécthree conventions.
Therefore, such actions should be identified thidthave the most efficient contribution to the ilamentation of both the EU legislation and of then@ntions. This approach is the
basis of the Strategy and Plan to provide the égparjuired for implementation of the sustainadtd@elopment of road and other types of transport.

Sustainable development policy, and the growingoitgmce attached to the need for integrated trahppdicy development, where policy ideas are exatiifrom all perspectives,
raises new challenges for environmental friendiygport service system. These challenges inclieertictical concern not to introduce a paralysipdhicy making by waiting to
understand all possible direct and indirect effeetsd the principal methodological challenge of panng and weighing disparate effects expressedifferent modes of
transportations.

Maine objective causal connections from transpexts are:
- Improvement in characterize on transport infragtmgcprojects attitude EIA;
- Enlargement to use eco fuel oil
- Limited use a transit urban automobile traffic;
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Stimulation to use railway transport;

Stimulation to use commbaine transport;

Stimulation to use inland waterway and maritimesgeort;
Sustainable development on air transport.

Name of the | Name of the | Brief descriptions of the mandate of the departmenand the | Relations to the MSP subject —
directorate department function of the contact person regional development processes and
Rio objectives
Ministry of Transport| Directorate National "National Transport The directorate organizes and coordinates the gsodsf | In the process of its activities the
and Communications | Transport policy Policy" Directorate, preparation the common environmental policy in tramsport| Directorate, forming a significant part of
(MTC) "Strategic development sector. the National transport policy and having
of rall and roadf The Directorate organizes and coordinates the génén mind the biodiversity protection and
transport" Department | environmental policy in the field of transport. sustainable development relies on the
“Statistic and analyze] The Directorate participates in the preparation strhtegies, bilateral agreements; Memoranda |of
Department programmes and plans at the earliest stage of thasport| understanding; international projects.
Infrastructure Development Programme and Natiorrah3port| Project costs are usually undertaken [by
Strategy. the foreign participants; Bulgaria takes
part in large number of programmes,
related to protection of different
components of the environment. The
relative share of the funds for
biodiversity ~ protection in  these
programmes is not big.
MTC Executive  Agency| “Road Transport” The Department is responsible for the preparatipuate and Build capacities for more efficient
Automobile Directorate coordination of the Bulgarian Automobile Agencyparticular | utilization of funds provided from
Administration “International aligning it with the development of sustainablensgort and| national and foreign sources for
Carriages and  EU dangerous goods. implementation of projects supporting the
integrations” implementation of the Conventions
Department The important role of the Directorate jn
respect of the activities is due to the fact
that the transport branch and mostly, the
road branch, affects negatively the
environment in several major aspecty —
by affecting the quality of atmospherjc
air (QAA) in populated sites, the global
climatic changes, the landscape gnd
agricultural land, by accomplishment pf
biggest transport infrastructural projects,
and by creating noise and waste.
MTC General Directorate Director Airports, Air| The Department is responsible for the preparatipuate and Air transport is the major source of
Civil Aviation Navigation Services| coordination of the environmental protection areaird) the| accumulator and tire waste. Technigal
Administration International and activity of the airport operator, including the anjgation of the| infrastructure has been established in the
Economic  Regulation$ activity and the admission regime. airport for processing of accumulatpr
Directorate waste, and with respect to tire waste,| in
2004, installations for processing apd
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Relations to the MSP subject —
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Rio objectives

burning of old tires were introduce
which resolve partially the availab
problems with this type of waste. St
more activities in respect of the R
conventions has to be taken to respect
obligations.

f,
Il

the

MTC

Executive
Maritime
Administration

Agency

Operational

andg

monitoring Directorate

Development of maritime safety environment
strategy and programmes and related Bulga
legislation acts.

Pollution of the marine or rive
rigAvironment shall mean direct or indirg
introduction by man of substances
power into the marine environmen
including the river mouths, which caus
or might cause harm to the living mari
or river resources, risk to the hum
health, impede lawful exploitation of th
sea by also deteriorating the quality
the sea water and the conditions
tourism and recreation, in accordan
with the norms and standards
admissible pollution in force.

or

—

es
ne
an
e
of
or
ce
of

MTC

Executive  Agency
Maintenance and
Study of the Danubg
River

Hydrology

» Directorate

and

Hydrometeorology

The Agency is the only specialized organizationBinlgaria
which carries out the entire range of supportintyvaies for the
maintenance of the waterway, aquatory of the parnd the
winter camps for providing a secure ship sailinghie Bulgarian
section of the Danube rivefhe Directorate participates in th
activity of numerous other international organiaas, related tg
the infrastructure, environment and other probleofsthe
Danube river and on the internal European waterways

All programmes identify in some exter
the actions that Parties need to carry
to halt the trend of biodiversity log
including monitoring, assessment a
evaluation of biological diversity o

D

on development of pollution preventid
strategies choosing and using appropr

cooperation, ecosystem bas|
management and the involvement of lo
and indigenous community's at 3
appropriate levels.

d
out
S
nd
f

inland water ecosystems. Agency works

n
ate

technology, and promoting transboundary

ed
cal
I

MTC

Executive
Railway
Administration

Agency|

Railway
directorate
Control  and
Department

transport

safety

Department supports the coordination activitiethefintegration
of environmental safety principles, approaches and
recommendations into railway sector.

Railway Transport expresses a particu
attention to measures designed to redu
the dependence of economic growth ori
increases in transport activity and any
such increases on energy consumption
well as the development of less
environmentally damaging energy
alternatives for combined transport.

ar

, as
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Relations to the MSP subject — regional
development processes and Rio objectives

MEER

Energy strategy
economic
analysis

forecasts

and

Strategic  analysis
and forecasts

- Organizes, coordinates and participates in trepgmation and
update of the National energy for development efehergy sector.
- Coordinates the development of short-, mediund Emg-term
programs and plans related to the national enextanbe.

For the past several years, this Directorate
been mostly involved in representing t
MEER in all of the processes that involv
implementation of CC-related policies a
measures in Bulgaria, in particular to ft

has
he
ed
nd
he

energy sector. The Directorate has established
certain capacity in this field, which can be very

useful for the proposed project of the MRDP
Clearly the Directorate’s activities (especia
those related to  formulation

and

W.
ly

implementation of energy programs and plans)
affect the way this sector is being developed
and also its influence on national, regional and

local level.

Structural reform)
and state|
participation

- Assesses and apprises the economic and finasidal of the
energy investment projects.
- Supports investment projects in the energy sector

The activity of this directorate determines to a

great extent what kind of energy-generat
capacities will be built or deployed natio
wide. Such capacities affect not only t
economic development on local and regio
level, but also the local, regional and in sol
cases — the national environment. Furtherm

ng
n_
he
nal
me
ore,

as those capacities cannot exist by themsglves

alone, the related infrastructure (roa
pipelines, electric lines) also needs to
reckoned with when formulating

and

s,
be

implementing local and regional development

policies.

AEE

N/A

N/A

- Organizes the implementation of projec#sd measures i
accordance with the national long- and short-temergy efficiency
programs;

- Approves projects for energy efficiency and colstrtheir
implementation;

- Participates in the preparation of legal regofediin the field of
energy efficiency: proposes development and impreve of
energy efficiency standards in order to achieve@pmation to the
EU norms and to encourage energy efficiency atctimrsumption
end.

N This agency has a big impact (although

not

always direct) on the present and futyre

development of certain sectors such
commercial, industrial and residential buildi
stock. Trough fostering energy efficiency, t
work of the Agency can without any doubt
related to the sustainable developme
Furthermore, the Agency is responsible for
functioning of the Regional Energy Efficien
Centers, the main goal of which is to carry
EE policies and measures on regional and |
level.

as
ng
he
pe
nt.
the
y
Dut
ncal

The National Statistical Institute
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The Law on Statistics governs the public relatiaiated to the realization of statistical activitythe Bodies of Statistics as well as data exchdedween them.
Institutions, responsible for implementation of fagropean legislation in the field of statisticslaarrying out statistical activity in Bulgaria atding to the Law on Statistics are
the National Statistical Institute and other BodiéStatistics, i.e. structural units in the miries, institutions and the public administration.

MISSION:
M IsSION OF THE NATIONAL STATISTICAL SYSTEM IS EFFECTIVE PRODUCTION AND DISSEMINATION OF HIGH QUALITY STATISTICAL INFORMATION , SATISFYING USERS NEEDS OF
DATA ON THE STATE AND CHANGES OF ECONOMY , DEMOGRAPHY , SOCIAL SPHERE AND ECOLOGY .
VALUES:
 Implement the Official Statistics principles andintain statistical ethics;
e Co-operation and interrelations between users,&3anfi Statistics and respondents;
e Provide users — orientated statistical productssandces;

* Develop, improve and increase the effectivene#ise$tatistical activity.

VISION:
e Compliance with the European Statistical Systen8/ES
e Users orientated;
e  Better Quality;

e Implement new information and communication tecbg@s and innovations.

FUNDAMENTAL TASKS:
e Co-ordinate statistical activity;

Relation NSI, Regional development and Rio Converdns

Collect, process and store statistical data anigtital information;
Build-up and maintain statistical infrastructure;
Carry-out European integration and internationabperation;
Submit and disseminate statistical information.

The information on the accomplishment of the atiisiregarding the biodiversity conservation amdjaglity is at disposal at ti¢ational Statistics Institute; Spatial attention
focused to the annual reports for the National Biexdity Conservation Plan; in the chapters fourataind biodiversity conservation of the reportshef different Ministries on
their overall work; in the reports for biodiversitpnservation related tasks, for the accomplishroewhich the Ministries contract other institut&retc

NSl is directly involved into the preparation o&tNational Development Plan and its Operationagrames. In particular it advises on the creatiosystem of indicators and
provides data for the monitoring and evaluatiothefPlan and Programmes. Special attention istpdtte regional dimension with the establishmergrofnformation system for
regional statistics (ISRS). The Regional Statist@ffices, which are situated in the district cestrare in charge of the accumulation and repodirstgtistical data.

n

Name of the| Name of the | Name of the | Brief descriptions of the mandate of the departmentind the | Relations to the MSP subject — regiona
institution directorate department function of the contact person development processes and Rio objective
National Statistics

Institute European Integration Planning and cot Preparation of the National program for Statisti@lrveys ,| Participant of the BNSI Working group

& Coordination
directorate

ordination
department

Annual Activity Report

Head of department

SDI
Participant in the Committee for ND
preparation

of
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Name of the

department

the | Name of the

directorate

Name of

institution

Brief descriptions of the mandate of the departmentind the
function of the contact person

Relations to the MSP subject — regiona
development processes and Rio objective

Regional Statistics

Provision of statistical data EUROSTAT and State
Administration at various administrative and temiél levels;

Head of division

Responsible for the improvement of regional staistdata
dissemination and analysis;

Provision of expertise for preparation and impletagon of the
legislation related to the regional development

Participation in the working groups for
operational programmes — “Development|
rural regions” and “Regional Developmen
Monitoring and evaluation of the Huma3
Development and MDGs at regional le
(UNDP)

Environment
statistics

Head of division; Responsibilities related with CIBRIR

environmental monitoring data and statistics. \Wastécl.
domestic, toxic chemicals and hazardous wastessams - SQ

particulates, ozone, CO and Pb; Water consumptinquality;
Consumption and production patterns; Environmengstments
statistics

Working in relation with regional structures

All activities are in accordance wit]
Agenda 21, related Methodologies al
International Standards; Nation

Programme for statistics research

n

N

of
[

® S

nd

The UN conference in Rio de Janeiro (1992) supdosteew integrated approach to the environmentalagement, stimulating activities in direction of&inable
development on global, national and regional leVak main conclusion from these processes is ligatraditional approaches in science, practicepatidy, connected with the
counteraction of the negative tendencies in thergpbf the three conventions from Rio, are insigfitand ineffective. These new understandingsiremqew, different from the
recent, role and position of science in the glaralironmental management. Science has differeneatrdmely important mission. It must study, prédied inform about the
possible processes of changes, possible conditibtise ecological-social systems. It must be uridedl that the communication with science, the stiting of the scientific
research activities and the application of therdifie data are particularly important for the saistible development of the society.

Name of thel Name of the| Name of the| Brief descriptions of the mandate of the departmentand the| Relations to the MSP subject — regiongl
institution directorate department function of the contact person development processes and Rio objectives
Institute of Global and Regional Est. 1990 from Prof. Nikolai Genov. Sl_Jst-ainabIe Development and Environmeptal
Sociology Development Risk;

Bulgarian Projects: System of Indicators for Monitoring Social
Academy of Bulgaria Human Development Report (UNDP) 1995,1898/;| Tensions Caused by Environmental Risks
Science (IS-BAS) Thematic Network: Strategies for Regional SustdmpaGlobal, Regional Sustainable Development;

Development REGIONET — (European Commission -5 FP);
Shaping the European Research area; Science polioie an
Enlarged Europe SEMMERING (European CommissionR}j F
The Social Integration of the Gypsy Minority (WoB@nk).

Ph.D.,
Sofia,

Associg
199(

Vyara Gancheva Research
PhD

Assistant Prof., 1994

Functions: Preparation, conduction and analysisu§ogroups
Moderation. Reporting. Member of the team. AutiResearcher,

Regional and National Conditions
Unemployment in Bulgaria;
Urban development;

Ethnic relations;

National and Regional
ducation and Science;
easures to reduce Poverty;

Media and Civil society;

Gender Issues;

Public participation.

Processes

of

in
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Name of thel Name of the| Name of the| Brief descriptions of the mandate of the departmentand the| Relations to the MSP subject — regiona
institution directorate department function of the contact person development processes and Rio objective!
PR Consultant, Coordinator,
Mediator.
Forest Researgh Forest ecology andThe Forest Research Institute deals with scientifid applied Sustainable  Development  under
Institute, BAS, forest resources investigations and modeling in the fields of ecglognd|conditions of changing environment; Syst
Sofia conservation of biological diversity, structure afuhctioning of| of Indicators for Monitoring of Forests;

forest ecosystems, sustainable development of dicalbdiversity

policy, conservation of forest flora and fauna;

under the conditions of changing environment, matioforest

National and Regional Processes
Education and Science; Functioning &
dynamics of forest ecosystems  of
national and regional level;

Institute of Botany

Flora and florogenes

is Inwgstion and protection of Bulgarian Flora

European Network
European Platform for Biodiversity
(European Commission - FP 5)

The Bulgarian partner is from the department “Flaaad
Florogenesis”

Dr. Dessislava Dimitrova
Research Associate
Contact person: participation in the internatiomadetings in thg
Project

At national level: Building the Bulgarian BiodivéssPlatform
Participation in  building trustful communication
stakeholders in the field of biodiversity

Organization of national thematic meetings in theldf of
biodiversity

Participation in the elaboration of the Nationaltide Plan for|
Biodiversity Conservation

Coordination of the process of elaboration of thatidhal

any

Investigation, protection and sustainable
of plant biological resources

Links to identification of the impact ¢
climate change and desertification and
degradation on biodiversity

Links to conservation of biodiversity
landscapes

Links to monitoring of biodiversity &
2genetic, specific, ecosystem and landsg
levels

Links to identification of threats to
biodiversity and their mitigation.

Biodiversity Monitoring System.
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ANNEX 10: LETTERS OF ENDORSEMENT AND COFINANCING CO MMITMENT

1. LETTER FROM GEF OPERATIONAL FOCAL POINT (MOEW)

REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA

29,
== MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND WATER

4 August 2005

Re: Project proposal to the Global Environment Facility Integrating Global
Environmental Issues into Bulgaria’s Regional Development Processes

Dear Mr. Buhne,

Ministry of Environment and Water took part in the formulation of the project
proposal on Integrating Global Environmental Issues into Bulgaria’s Regional
Development Processes and supports its submission to GEF for consideration for
financial support.

Integration of environmental considerations into the development and sectoral
policies is a priority for the Ministry of Environment and Water, documented into its
new strategy and action plan, currently adopted by the Council of Ministers and
awaiting ratification by the Bulgarian Parliament. The regional development policy is
among the most important and strongest instruments for achieving effective
environmental protection and sustainable development of the country. The Ministry
of Environment and Water continuously undertakes relevant actions mainly via
Environmental Impact Assessment and Strategic Environmental Assessment
procedures.

The above mentioned project suggests approach to achieving practical
mainstreaming of environmental objectives into regional and spatial development
policies - namely by embedding the environmental considerations into the very
planning, implementation and evaluation processes in those areas. This is in line
with the provisions of the Bulgarian EIA/SEA legislation, which clearly favors this
path. In this light the above-mentioned project, in case of financial support from
GEF, would make a strategic intervention into speeding up those mainstreaming
processes. Most importantly this project would build capacity in the country to
integrate the issues pertinent to climate change, biodiversity and land degradation,
which at the moment are less considered as compared to the other environmental
areas.

Mr. Neil Buhne
UNDP Resident Representative

1000 Sofia, 22 Maria Luisa Blvd. tel.: +359 2 940 6132; fax: +359 2 980 8406



Ministry of Environment and Water is very much interested that the above
mentioned project starts its implementation and achieves the best possible results.

I hope GEF would consider favorably its financial support for the project proposal
Integrating Global Environmental Issues into Bulgaria’s Regional Development
Processes and look forward to its implementation in Bulgaria. I also believe it would
generate important lessons for the international community on achieving practical
results in mainstreaming global environment into regional development policies.

Sincerely yours,
Emiliya Kraeva
GEF Operational Focal Point
Head of International Cooperation
Department
1000 Sofia, 22 Maria Luisa Blvd. tel.: +359 2 940 6132; fax: +359 2 980 8406
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2. LETTERS FROM MRDPW

REFUNLIC OF BULGARIA

MINISTRY OF REGIONATL DEVELOPMEST ANID UKL WOKRKS

17219, S141. 4 2pril and Mcthodias Sir, Sofia- 1202 Tel: 01359 2 4-415%, Faxs (+339 2) 9852507

200655 / 41.0% 4005,
T

Mr. Neil Bahne

UNDT Besident Representative

RerProject mupesal o the  (dlobal Envirenmeal Facility  Juegrating  {ifodal
Lrwirorpanal Fesues Toiu Bulgoria s Regivreal Developmem Processes

LETTER OF SUFTORT

‘Ihe Ministry of Beplonal Vcvelopment and Public Works in ik capacity as the
respunsible nstiotion for the implementation of the regional developmen palicy in
Bulgaria actively participated in the development of the proposed praject proposal (e the
GEF wind considers it of nemost importance B tmecting Ministmy's obligations towards the
requirerments of the cmationzl emvimreneial agreements, as well ux T and netional
gt

This merge between regional development policy and envirnment Lowands sustainahilily
is & fact recopnized at 8 high political level in Bulgaria. The pruject docnment outlines the
baseline sclivilics taking place in the coumtry regarding intogration of environmenta! il
repicmal development processes The trusfonmarion of politics] apends imo practice
harwever, tequires capacities Lhat Mulzatia still lacks, specially in the field of intepnaiing:
plabal envirgnment chjectives Into development processes. The MEDPW is inlending Lo
undertakis actions in Lhat regard and therelimre 5 planning in is moltisnmel indicative
budget funds at Lbe level of USDLT min Jur application of sustainuble development
principles via the implementation of the regionul developivent policy. In this context the
GET support for the ubove mentioncd proposel would come infe a very appeopriote
mument and wouli complement the Mindsrys elforks mosl wnportantly toeards better
onutization of the work wnd additional fnancisl wistanee.

Mulgaria I3 i1 & very Tuvomble position in lemms of hosting both processes {spatisl
plurming and developmenlal plansing under the umbrelia of one institobon - Mivistry of
Repional Development and Public Works. The chellenge of succesufully coordinating
thess proceswes and integrating them with phebal environments] voncems is remaining,
and the Ministry is undertaking actions in thar direciion. ‘Uhe GIEF prsject would be able
to male & very important Dntereention in such a sitation by huilding the capacity of the
Ministrv to adsquately reflect the global enviconment objectives inLo spatial schemes and
plins, a8 wiell a5 reginmal devclopmeniml instrusments,

Cverall the proposed projoct wouhl stiwwlats bomer coundination among Four key
Directarates of lne MEDDW andd their respective ropional budies responsible for regional
pnd spatial development Steatogic  Plaming of Regional Folicy, Programming
Regional 1developmunl; Spatisl Planning Cwopean Intcgralion and Coordination of




Internationsl Projects. This i an imporant pre-nequisile Tur successtul implementation
the regicnal developmwent pelicy and wtilization of the T Structural Funds, Uhercfire the
Minisiry is highly supportive of the spprmwch Lo invelve most of the staff of these
ditectarates into the pracrical implementztion af the profects acl vilies,

Relow s presented a more detailed information on the contribution that weonld be
provided by Lhe Ministry of Regional evelopment and Public Worlcs to the GEE project.

1. Provision of olice space with all respective wtilities (heating, slectricity, water)
und wecems w0 2 ditect telephons lines, Inksmed wnd eanalls for he Project
Management Uni in the buifding of the Minlsry estinubed at the cquivalence of
USD240MN i comribution.

2. Covering pardcipation expenses (halls, travel, accommodation, Fawd) of the
MRLEY  staff undergoing the Imining programme on inbegralme  globnl
ey inorucnt objestives inkn regional development policy to be catshlished by the
praject estimated at the squivalence of S0 MK,

3. Tinencing development prajecls contriburing to mesting the objsutives wf the tieee
Pie Copwventions within the [rwmework of the Cross Rorder Caoperation
Progtomme in the anmmt of USCE0000, [ sasc the GEE supped 18 obiained
fior the Imprememation of te above mentioned project the lender documens for
thowe [mds would be developed in coordination with ihe GEF projest
itmplementation tsam. |he reslls of Ue implemenied projects would be submited
for incorporation imia the “suseainability knowledge munapement sysiem” o be
established under the project.

4. MRDEW is cwmently deweloping its website for a bettar distribamdion of
information on it work lowirds fulfifling the BT obligations to the wide pubic.
In case the above menloned projocts mosives the GEF financial supporl the
website of the Furopesn Totegration and Coordinution of etcmational Projects
Drirectorate wonld hast the sustainability knowledpe manageiment system, far
which devcicpment und mialntenance ¢he MEDFW s contribution is cutimalsl al
the equivalones ol TTSD36004,

5. WRDPW i3 developing o regional developmens CIS system at the Sreatepic
Flansing of Regionul Policy Directorats, which would be up-graded wilh the GEF
support towanly imcorporstion of glebal evironmentad layer, ''he conmibution of
the MRI?PW for it devclopment and muinlenance is cstimated ar the level of
LI%1237 500

! hope thet the owlined commiememts of the Minlstry of Hegionel Development and
Public Works demunstrats aur understanding of he importance o adequately ainsrcam
global covimpnment inle repional development policy, | tust Bulgaria's cupucity In whis
area weould be snbslontizlly inproved through the implesentation of the proposed project
o the GEF and hope for 2 positlve decision.

July (F7. 20065
Sl

EFLIN MOLLOY
Deputy Minister
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REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA
MINISTRY OF REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND
PUBLIC WORKS

17-19, Sv. Sv. Kiril i Metodii Str., 1202 Sofia

5900~ 1-94/46.0%. 0

Mr. Neil Buhne
UNDP
Resident Representative
Sofia
22 March, 2006
Dear Mr. Buhne,
Subject: Project proposal to the GEF - “Integrating Giobal Environmental Issues into

Bulgaria’s Regional Development Processes”

Clarification and Confirmation Statement

As regards the final stage of preparation of the above mentioned Project document, and prior to
endorsement by the parties thereof, the MRDPW would like to clarify and confirm its commitment to
project objectives and outputs,

In view of the forthcoming membership of Bulgaria in the European Union and the obligations taken,
or to be taken, in this relation, the MRDPW draws the attention of all parties involved in project
implementation, financing, monitoring and evaluation to the fact that it will act as Project
Implementing Partner specifically for this project in full compliance with UNDP and GEF rules for
national project implementation, as well as with the national and EU policies, and according to the
rules and procedures applicable within the EU and in Bulgaria as 2 Member-State. Any commitment
and contribution to the project, made by the Ministry, having possible implicattons on EU co-funded
development programmes will be subject to consultation and confirmation by the relevant authorities.

Therefore, the co-financing commitments taken by the MRDPW in its Letter of Support, dated July
07, 2005, should be amended in an appropriate way. The MRDPW will provide the necessary co-
financing to the amount of USD 1,019,000, as indicated in the Project document, by mobilizing
resources under relevant programmes or projects under its responsibility seeking to achieve a leverage
effect of the project activities. The in-kind contribution — office premises and website related
expenditures only, will be subject to budgetary arrangements within the MRDPW, and will be
provided in a way to ensure the effective and efficient management and implementation of the project,

The MRDPW would like, as well, to acknowledge the UNDP/ GEF advice and support to the project
and confirm its commitment to achieving project objectives and results expected to be highly
beneficial to the policy for sustainable integrated regional and local development in Bulgaria.

Iskra Mihaylova

Deputy Minister
of Regional Development and Public Works
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APPENDIX B KEY TERMS OF REFERENCE
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PROJECT TITLE: Integrating Global Environmentaduss into Bulgaria’s Regional Development

Process
TERMS OF REFERENCE (TOR)
PROJECT MANAGER (PM)
Start date of the assignment: 1 February 2006
Duration of the assignment 12 months, extension possible up to the whole ptajaration

|. Background Information

The project strategy is to promote a proactivegradon of global environmental issues into theyver
process of regional and local development, as albpatial planning, both of which are managed by
MRDPW. This would be achieved by developing the acity of MRDPW to integrate global
environmental objectives into the regional and lla@velopment policies and practices, as well a8 in
spatial planning documents.

The project strategy will be realized through tbofving 3 outcomes:

OutcoMEl: The methodologies, skills, knowledge, and infation management system for
mainstreaming global environmental consideratioms the formulation, implementation and evaluatién
regional development and spatial planning poliaiesin place

OuTcoME2: Institutional changes that support mainstreamofigglobal environmental into regional
development and spatial planning are in place.

OuTcoME3: Regional development plans and municipal-lepaitial development plans are revised to
integrate global environmental objectives in a tppéanning region or group of municipalities thrdug
application of capacities developed in Outcomesd. 2

Il. Objective

Under the overall guidance of the UNDP Program ystabn Energy and Environment, the Project
Manager is expected to work closely with Projectplementing Partner (the Ministry of Regional
Development and Public Works), and key project g (especially the Ministry of Environment and
Water) in achieving in full and on time the objees of the project. The Project Manager is resjda$or
the overall quality of project operations, in lmith UNDP and GEF requirements, with special foons
attaining the outcomes and outputs of as depictéaei project logical framework.

I1l. Scope of work of the Project Manager

1. Overall co-ordination, management and supervisfqrgject implementation.

2. Preparation of detailed work plans for the project.

3. Organize and supervise workshops, study toursl fisits, international missions, and training
needed during the project.

4. Identify national experts and institutions to wéok the project if subcontracting services are
required, and draft terms of reference for the aspand subcontracts.

126



5. Supervise Project Administrator and other projéaffs

6. Liaise with relevant ministries, national institsitend other relevant institutions in order to imeol
their staff in project activities, and to gathedatisseminate information relevant to the project.

7. Prepare periodic progress reports (including qusinteport, APR) of the project as per UNDP and
GEF requirements, as described in the Monitorird)Evaluation section of the document.

8. Control expenditures and ensure an adequate maeagefrthe resources provided for the project.

9. Request UNDP to provide advances of funds as wegiravide financial reports on the use of
funds according to UNDP rules and procedures;

10. Request UNDP to provide support services if deensegssary as agreed between the parties,
including processing necessary requests for diraginents, recruitment and procurement;

11. Facilitate and support participation of variouskstelders in all stages of the project and promote
the creation of informal networks in order to idBnand mobilize resources for the post-project
implementation of the National Strategy and Acfdan, capacity building activities.

12. Ensure generation and dissemination of informadioout the project activities among national and
international stakeholders, including providingoirmhation for UN periodicals, in close cooperation
with the Communications Unit of UNDP Bulgaria,

13. Coordinate project activities with other relevaatthnical assistance program in Bulgaria;

14. Undertake any other duties in connection with progetivities to ensure its effective
implementation which are within his/her competeas¢he Project Manager.

IV. Terms and conditions for provision of servicedy the project manager

UNDP Bulgaria may contact the Project Manager at taime during working hours and request the its
expert support, inputs or participation in meetimgselation to any activity or elaboration of ajdé or
working document pertaining to the developmentefroject in question.

V. Tentative schedule for delivery of outputs

The project manager is expected to adhere to e ttble of the project, as described in Projecp®&sal,
delivering the expected outputs.

VI. Reporting by the contractor

The Project Manager is reporting to UNDP Residerprgsentative and National Project Director, as
stipulated in the Management Arrangement sectidheproject document.

VII. Recruitment process and requirements

The PM should be/have:

- Atleast Masters Degree in developmental subjeudsos environmental management

- Extensive experience of project management, prefiefar UNDP and/or GEF,

- Over 10 years of cooperation with Government, nomeghment, and research institutions in the
area directly relevant to sustainable environmentbagement and developmental projects

- Ability to deliver objective in full and on-time,

- Ability to act flexibly and independently, withinhé framework of the UNDP project
implementation field, to achieve project results.
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- Ability to present project progress and resultsarget audiences in an effective manner, including
excellent skills for working with Microsoft Poweridb software,

- Excellent drafting and reporting skills (supporteg perfect command of Microsoft World and
Excel),

- Perfect English
- Excellent negotiations skills

Recruitment of the Project Manager will be carged by open competition, in line with UNDP prinagl
Representative of the MRDPW will participate in thealuation and selection procedure.
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TERMS OF REFERENCE (TOR)
PROJECT ADMINISTRATOR (PA)

Start date of the assignment: 1 February 2006
Duration of the assignment 12 months, extension possible up to the whole ptajaration

|. Background Information

The project strategy is to promote a proactivegradon of global environmental issues into theyver
process of regional and local development, as albpatial planning, both of which are managed by
MRDPW. This would be achieved by developing the acity of MRDPW to integrate global
environmental objectives into the regional and lla@velopment policies and practices, as well a8 in
spatial planning documents.

The project strategy will be realized through tbofving 3 outcomes:

OutcoMEl: The methodologies, skills, knowledge, and infation management system for
mainstreaming global environmental consideratioms the formulation, implementation and evaluatién
regional development and spatial planning poliaiesin place

OuTcoME2: Institutional changes that support mainstreamofigglobal environmental into regional
development and spatial planning are in place.

OuTtcoME3: Regional development plans and municipal-lepaitial development plans are revised to
integrate global environmental objectives in atpi@gion or group of municipalities through applioa of
capacities developed in Outcomes 1 and 2.

Il. Objective

The PA assists the Project Manager in the ovedallimistration and financial management of the mtpje
the delivery of project inputs and the project’#ydaperations.

Ill. Scope of work of the PA

General Project Management:

Maintain the project documentation up-to-date anparfect order;

Keep attendance records in an impeccable way;

Draft minutes of meetings;

Elaborate rosters of potential consultants andcauttractors;

Assist the Project Manager in elaborating the ptojerk plans;

Assist the Project Manager in elaborating the ptojeports as per the applicable UNDP Bulgaria
procedures;

Maintain project equipment ledgers and contracs;log

Assist in the organization of project events (wbiss, working group meetings, local stakeholder
consultations, management/steering committee nigeteic.);

Provide support to project audits;

YV VV VVVVVYY
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» Draft correspondence and documents; finalize cpmedence of administrative nature; edit reports and
other documents for correctness of form and content
» Facilitate project communications (telephone, &malil, post, etc.);

Procurement:

Ensure that UNDP’s procurement procedures are adher

Carry out the process of procurement of goods andces under the project, in coordination with
UNDP POG;

Issue competitive bidding packages up to 15,000 d&ddraft bid evaluation reports;

Issue contracts for companies and individuals hiretdier the project;

Liase with individual and corporate project subicactors;

VVV VY

Financial Management:

Assist the Project Manager and the UNDP Programpera@ions Group in all financial matters related
to the project, observing the set deadlines;

Draft project budget revisions and prepare projegpenditure plans/cash flow projections in
coordination with the PM and UNDP POG;

Maintain the project financial records in an impsdae way;

Ensure strict observation of UNDP financial plamnand reporting requirements;

Prepare requests for direct payments from UNDPrag#ie required supporting documentation;
Ensure conformity of project disbursements and ciiments with the UNDP contractual policy and
allocation of funds;

Ensure that all costs incurred by the Project aflg duthorized, invoices received are accurate, and
payments are made as per agreed payment schedules;

Prepare project financial reports, as requested;

Custody of the project’s petty-cash;

VV YV VVVV VYV V¥V

IV. Terms and conditions for provision of servicesdy the project manager

All the activities of the Administrator will be plermed in coordination and under the guidance efRM
and the supervision of the UNDP Programme Opemit®roup and in adherence to UNDP’s programme
operations procedures as reflected in UNDP BUL mahnu

The Administrator has a full-time assignment. He/shall not enter into any other employment or roegs
activities, paid or unpaid, while working for theopect without the express consent of UNDP.

The Administrator shall conduct him/herself in afpssional and ethical manner at all times and natl
enter into any activities, which may adversely etftae image of the project.

V. Reporting by the PA

The PA is reporting to Project Manager, as stigalaih the Management Arrangement section of the
project document.

VII. Recruitment process and requirements
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The PA should be/have
- a University degree,
- fluency in English and in Bulgarian,
- detail-oriented, highly numerical,
- computer literate (word processing, Internet, sgigbaets, power point),
- able to work under stress and handle multiple tasksltaneously,
- experience in procurement under donor-funded piojeEghly desirable.

Recruitment of the PA will be carried out by opempetition, in line with UNDP principles.
Representative of the MRDPW will participate in theluation and selection procedure.
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