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Water related SDGs and 
Policy Support System



If climate change is a shark

Water is its teeth



• UN-led

• 8 goals and 21 targets, focusing on 
poverty reduction

• Relevant to low income countries

• 2 water and sanitation targets under 
MDG 7

• 3 core indicators on water and 
sanitation

• Monitoring through household surveys

• Country-led

• 17 goals and 169 targets, focusing on the

three pillars of sustainable development

• Relevant to all countries

• 8 water and sanitation targets under SDG 6

• 11 core indicators on water and sanitation

• Monitoring by national authorities, feeding

into regional and global reporting

Millennium Development 
Goals MDGs

Sustainable Development   
Goals SDGs



17 Goals, 169 Targets



SDG6 :ENSURE AVAILABILITY AND SUSTAINABLE  
MANAGEMENT OF WATER AND SANITATION FOR ALL



1.5 Build the resilience of the poor … to climate-related extreme events and other… 

environmental … disasters 

2.4 Ensure sustainable food production systems … that help maintain ecosystems …

for adaptation to … extreme weather, drought, flooding and other disasters…

11.5 Reduce the number of deaths,… affected people and …% the economic losses 

relative to GDP caused by disasters, including water-related disasters…

15.1 Ensure conservation, restoration and sustainable use of terrestrial and inland 

freshwater ecosystems and their services…

More Water in SDGs



SDGs  Process

Latest international activities related to water and SDGs

• Integrated Monitoring Initiative (IMI): 

- JMP, GEMI, GLAAS

• High Level Panel on Water (10 Heads of states; Co-chaired by Mauritius and Mexico; to lead th

e “SDG-water” process)

• High Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (All UN member states; to review SDG 

progress; regular meetings; next – 2017) 

- The Global Sustainable Development Report 2016, sub-titled “Ensuring no-one is left behind”

• International and regional SDG workshops and thematic fora

http://www.unwater.org/sdgs/indicators-and-monitoring/en/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/HLPWater
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/hlpf


UNOSD-UNU Project to assist National SDG 6 Process

To better align international efforts, 6 components, critical to sustainability were 

assessed, alongside the monitoring of SDG 6 indicators themselves:

Capacity Finance Policy & 
Institutional

Gender DRR/
Resilience

Transparency



• The importance of each component to water-related sustainable development 

is supported by available literature;

• Each component is supported by at least one toolkit, indicator checklist or me

thodology, developed by an authoritative body, which is relevant to all SDG 6

targets (not only 6.1 and 6.2) and which can be - or has already been –

adapted to an SDG context for national level use;

• The components have been workshopped with development and water experts and

policy makers in 5 countries - Ghana, Tunisia, Pakistan, Costa Rica and Republic of 

Korea - during 2017

Why These Six Components



CAPACITY & FINANCE

Capacity
• Investment in capacity-building has been a major challenge facing many

countries and has to be addressed if SDG 6 is to be met

• Despite references to capacity within SDG 6, the monitoring of indicators

for 6.5, 6.a and 6.b will not give a coherent view of the capacity needed to

plan for and implement across all SDG 6 targets.

Finance
• 77 % of countries involved with GLAAS have public funding levels that are

insufficient to meet targets 6.1 and 6.2 (WHO 2014). The money needed to

achieve targets 6.3 to 6.6 are unknown

• The 2030 Agenda has not yet led to tools with which to assess financial

and economic options for SDG 6; nor to align different parts of a national

finance system with sustainable development overall



Integrity
• Every 10 % of investment that is lost to corruption implies annual losses

to the sector in excess of US$ 75 billion; some guesstimates put potential

losses many times higher.

• Despite significant international efforts, there is no evidence that

corruption has declined in the water sector globally, but it continues to be

difficult to monitor and report on.

POLICY FRAMEWORKS AND INSTITUIONAL STRENGTH & INTEGRITY

Policy frame works and Institutional strength
• BaU policy will mean SDG 6 targets are missed by a wide margin, as

policy implementation is already a weakness in many countries

• Despite references to these components within SDG 16 and other SDG

targets, monitoring these indicators will not provide the evidence

needed to inform decisions on how best to create and implement

policy for SDG 6 as a whole



Gender
• The gulf between water experts and gender experts is wide and only now

being tenuously bridged

• No SDG 6 indicators measure gender dimensions, hence gender will not

be included under current international SDG 6 reporting

Risk reduction and Resilience

• Economic risk around water assets increases: by 2030, around half the

WB water sector portfolio would be at risk of exposure to climate change

impacts. Up to 90% of all disasters are water-related

• Although the Sendai Framework aims to align with SDGs, linking Sendai

and SDG 6 indicators is not straightforward; as yet, there are no

mechanisms with which to monitor and report on risk management

initiatives under SDG 6.

GENDER & RISK REDUCTION AND RESILIENCE



Preliminary Result

• Capacity and Finance are most prioritized components.

• It was difficult to have gender-aggregated data and relevant indicators for integrity.

• Although participants recognize the importance of Disaster Risk Reduction in WaSH, there 

was very limited coordination for water  and climate change related disasters in achieving 

SDG 6 yet. 

• PSS provided a good platform for cooperation among various water-related ministries and 

organization.



Introduction to Tool / Policy Support System



Policy Support System

Integrated 
Monitoring 

Initiative 
UN-Water

GLAAS, 
WHO/
UNICEF

WASHCost
IRC

Toolkit for 
Integrity 

OECD 

National Enabling 
Environment

Data

Evidence

Water-related SDG 
targets and indicators

SDG Policy
Support System

Automatic synthesis, analysis

evaluation & assessment

National 
Collaboration

International 
Collaboration

Gender 
Toolkit 
WWAP

Sendai 
Framework 

for DRR
UNISDR



SUMMARY VIEW

Targets

Components

Sub-components
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